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Cairo-Amman Bank van robbed 

— 111 what couid •* Ac 

(j^g^rettay in Wsi Bank history, aimed men seized 

S500fl)Ofrm to “* Cairo-Amman 

Bank© Ramailah, the head of toe bank said on Sunday The 
manager of toe Rama&khased bank said the bank’s car 
t was taking money from one bank to another on Satudav 
The rofctoere escaped. lb bank’s car had four passengers 
il^was^lKafed from Hebron to Ramailah (on a road am- 
a^ by Israel]. The car was forced to stop after armed 
peri it a stolen car shot at them, but nobody was wound- 
^'.’ be told Israel’s Army Radio. He said the armed robbers 
stepped toe banks unarmed employees of iheir $500000 
kad. He said he did not know whether the robbers were 
Israeli or Palestinian. Customers would not be hurt because 
the hank was insured, the manager, identified only as Abu 
George, said- “I drink it’s toe biggest bank robbery... We are 
not accustomed to bank robberies.” 
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King, Albright discuss peace talks 

WASHINGTON (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday discussed with U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright the Palestinian- lsnteb‘ peace talks, the implementa- 
tion of Wye River accord as well as bilateral relations. Jor- 
dan Television repotted on Sunday. Albright inquired about 
King Hussein’s health condition, wished him well and 
voiced her appreciation of his efforts to bring success to the 
Wye River agreement. King Hussein and Albright reviewed 
the latest developments following toe signing of the Wye 
accord. The two sides also called on both Israelis and Pales- 
tinians to fully implement toe accord in order to arrive at a 
Must comprehensive and durable peace in the region. King 
Hussein and Albright also discussed bilateral relations and 
.-means of enhancing them in various fields. Albright 
" pressed her country’s support to Jordan, particularly in eco- 
f- bomic and devetapment-related fields. 
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-r -2 .An Israeli soldier directs a bulldozer as it begins tearing down a bouse outside of Hebron which belonged to the family of 
' 1y Akram Maswadeh on Sunday. Maswadeh, currently being hdd in Israeli jail, is accused of providing the borne to two 
Palestinian brothers, Imad and Adel AwadaDah, who were both leaders of the military wing of the Islamic Resistance 
.fci'if Movement Hamas, and who Israel Haims were planning suicide bombing attacks from the property. Tbe Israeli army 
; a attacked and killed the two Awadallah brothers in the home two months ago (Reuters photo) 


PNA: Israeli refusal to release 
political prisoners an ‘insult’ 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Authority 
reacted angrily Sunday to 
Israel's refusal to release more 
political prisoners as part of 
toe Wye River agreement, 
calling the move an “insult” 
and arguing that a true peace 
agreement would mean the 
liberation of all Palestinian 
detainees. 

“Releasing common crimi- 
nals instead of political prison- 
ers is an instill to the Palestin- 
ian Authority.” said the Pales- 
tinian minister in charge of 
prisoner affairs, Hisham Abdul 
Razek. 

He said all 750 Palestinian 
prisoners, to be freed from 
Israeli jails in three stages as 
parr of tbe accord, were to 
have been political prisoners 
and not common criminals. 

“Under a peace accord you 
must free all prisoners without 
making distinctions,” he told 
AFP. 

Speaking in Hebrew on 


Israel Radio earlier, he said: 
“We made war and there were 
deaths on both sides but that's 
the past We are not asking for 
the release of those arrested 
since the peace process began 
or those who put bombs on 
buses." 

Israel released toe first batch 
of 250 prisoners on Friday 
under the Wye accord but 150 
co mm on criminals were in the 
group and only 100 political 
prisoners, and Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
repeatedly said he would not 
free those who have Israeli 
"blood on their hands” . 

“We reject Netanyahu’s 
statement concerning ‘Jewish 
blood on their hands' because 
we were not having a picnic 
with toe Israelis. We were at 
war. Jewish blood is not more 
precious than ours.” Abdul 
Razek told AFP. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat sent a letter to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to 


protest the Israeli move. Pales- 
tinian international coopera- 
tion minister Nabil Shaath told 
reporters. 

A Palestinian prisoners* 
group fiercely attacked 
Arafat's leadership Sunday, 
saying he had signed a foully 
accord that gave the Jewish 
stale full control over which 
detainees are to be freed. 

Palestinian negotiators 
“were supposed to come back 
with a clear arrangement con- 
cerning the prisoners. But in 
the text of the accord, there's 
nothing. It’s only a verbal 
agreement,” said Issa Karaka. 
director of a solidarity group 
with Palestinian prisoners. 

‘They left it to Israel to 
decide who, when and how 
they would be liberated. 
Above all I blame die Pales- 
tinians," Karaka said 

In Israel's Meggido prison, 
three prisoners from Arafat’s 
Fateh movement launched a 
hunger strike to demand their 


liberation and said that 400 
other prisoners would join 
their effort “if the Palestinian 
Authority continues to neglect 
them," 

Israeli Interior Security Min- 
ister Avigdor Kahalani con- 
firmed earlier that toe Jewish 
state had no plans to liberate 
more than 200 Palestinian 
political prisoners. 

“Under a verbal understand- 
ing between Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Bill Clinton as 
pair of toe Wye accord. Israel 
is to release a total of 750 
Palestinians — 200 detained 
for security reasons and the 
others common criminals.'' he 
said. 

“We have no intention of 
releasing people who killed 
our children, twit I plan to con- 
tinue negotiations on toe sub- 
ject with Mahmoud Abbas.” 
Arafat's deputy, Kahalani told 
Israel Radio. 

(Continued on page 7) 




King fully recovered, 
Tarawneh reassures 
Parliament members 
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AMMAN — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh on Sunday told 
deputies and senators during a special Parliament session that 
Mrs Majesty King Hussein has “fully recovered” from lym- 
ptaflKcaocer and will return soon to the country. 

■ KhjgHussein has been ai the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota since 
July 14 undergoing treatment for non-Hodgjkins lymphoma. 

, TV.Consttoiion stipulates that “if the King is away from tbe 
, country for more than four months and Pariternent is in recess, 
it should be summoned for a session to examine toe situatioa” 
Tarawneh told the parliamentarians that after completing the 
sixth -'and- final round of treatment and convalescing, the 
Monarch will return to the Kingdom. 

The last cycle of treatment includes a slightly higher dose of 
chemotherapy as well as an autologous blood transplant in 
which stem cells removed from die King’s body at the start of 
las treatment will be put back, a standard procedure in such 
cases, according to physicians. 

-The King is expected to be back in Amman by toe end of 
December, During yesterday's session, which deputies 
described as a *‘fb^na^ity.' , both Senate Speaker Zeid Rifoi and 
Lower House Speaker Sa'd Hayel Sraur wished the King a safe 
return toibe country. 

The session, which lasted for less than an hour, marks tbe first 
njetaing of both Houses since toe inauguration of the 13th Par- 
Eamerit last November. 

- Afterfoe session: Parliament issued a statement expressing 
UaLloyafyio the King and the Hashemite Throne and its pride 
mJjK Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson. toe Regent and 
% Haffiramte-famfly. 

“ 'A’ Royal. Decree was issued Sunday summoning Parliament 
ffcap ordinary session on Nov. 2S. Tbe session will be inau- 
[.gurated'wiih a Speech from the Throne deliver! by Prince 
Hassan who will be presenting the speech for the firs tirne due 
Hussein ’s absence. , 
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‘provocative’ 


— Iraq said U.S. National Secariry 

lay that “provocative" Adviser Sandy Berger sard toe 

fat documents by the United Nations had sou^it 

N. weapons- inspector more inforraaaon twin Bagn- 

eadedfo^ovBtetoe dad and said he hoped it would 

tales with a pretext for respond qwckly- _ 

i attack arid to prolong “We don t *mk ,f s a - 

able objection, Berger said in 

chard Butler] is either Seoul wtere he is ^ 

ing U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

“Me Butler has said that their 
response is not satisfactory. 
He’s sone back to them and 
askaf for further information 
3 nd we hope and expa-l U> 
that," Berger added declining 

ptovocaton andfor ,o say 
s n£ make raiss deadline for a w “f 

St tins hope they would respond post- 

ml and dishon- nvely and qmckty. 
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£ toe’ UK‘ Special monitors wed 
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Bd States said on imminent U-X wvV nrk. 
:%s objections to allowed them to resume 
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Economy, trade to top agenda 
in Jordanian-lsraeli talks today 


Four committees to 
examine IPC deal, 
conditions of pipes 

By Caroline Faraj 


ByAfiaA.7bukan 
and Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Economic and 
trade afrits are ejected to top 
today’s agenda when His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regenr, and senior 
Jordanian officials meet in 
Amman with Israeli Foreign 
and Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Minister of 
Industry and Trade Naian Sha- 
ransky. 

• According to an official, toe 
peace process and final status 
issues wall also be tackled. 
‘Issues related to toe peace 
process will be discussed, 
including final status issues." 
toe official told the Jordan 


AMMAN — Jordan and Syria 
have agreed to set up an “early 
warning” system to monitor 
the quality of Yarmoufc River 
water flowing into the King- 
dom. government officials 
said cxi Sunday. 

They said the Syrians agreed 
to set up several water stations 
co monitor tbe river’s water 
before it reaches Jordan, 
which has plans to construct a 
JD50 milli on wastewater treat- 
ment plant near the border. 

The decision will be includ- 
ed in a memorandum on tbe 
proceedings of two days of 
talks by a Jordanian-Syrian 
committee that ended in 
Amman on Sunday, they 
added. 


Tunes. 

But impediments to bilateral 
trade with Israel and JonJanian 
exports to toe West Bank self- 
rule areas are to be focused on. 
in line with Amman’s accusa- 
tions that Israel has resisted 
easing an iron-grip cm the valu- 
able West Bank market by 
imposing rigorous standards 
and specifications tests, and 
subjecting goods and vehicles 
crossing the King Hussein 
Bridge to opaque security 
checks (see related story). 

Since signing its trade and 
transport agreements with 
Israel in 1996, Jordan has also 
registered similar complaints 
regarding attempts to export its 
products to the Israeli market 


Tbe memo, to be signed on 
Monday by Jordan Milky 
Authority Secretary General 
Dureid Mahasneh and Barakat 
Hadid. Syria's Water Ministry 
secretary general, also 
includes plans by Syria to pro- 
vide Amman with a weekly 
report on toe quality of river 
water entering toe Kingdom. 

Jordanian officials have 
complained in recent months 
about receiving low-quality 
water from the Yarmouk River 
because of wastewater that 
was leaking into the river’s 
tributaries in Syria. 

Damascus has so for made 
no official comment on the 
Jordanian complaints. 

Tbe committee also agreed 
to go ahead with the construc- 
tion of the joint Wihdeh Dam 


“We have specific {exam- 
ples] where there are Israeli 
impediments, and we want 
toon to be dealt with," said a 
government, official. Jordan- 
ian officials said today’s trilat- 
eral trade talks will focus on 
increasing toe Al and A 2 list 
of goods that the Palestinians 
are allowed to import from 
countries other than Israel, as 
well as the Jewish state’s stan- 
dards and specifications tests. 

Discussions are also likely to 
include the joint Aqaba-Eilai 
airport, dubbed the “Peace Air- 
port'' One of several high-pro- 
file proposed joint projects, toe 
1994 peace treaty stipulates 
studying the idea of building a 
new airport in toe south to 


on toe river and seek funding 
for the project which is 
expected to have a storage 
capacity of 225 million cubic 
metres (menu of water, offi- 
cials said. 

The cost of the dam, initially 
put at JD283 million, was 
revised id JD152 million, the 
officials added. 

The project part of an agree- 
ment signed in 1987, has been 
delayed by lack of funds, dor- 
mant political tension between 
toe two countries over their 
regional roles and Israeli reser- 
vations over the dam pending 
a regional peace setrkmenL 

Syria also agreed to Jordan- 
ian demands to allow it to 
secure its full share of water 
coming from the river, esti- 
mated at 220 mcm in line with 


serve both Aqaba and EUat 
But so far, Jordan and Israel 
have yet to move beyond the 
pilot phase of the joint use of 
the current Aqaba airport 

Other topics include joint 
water projects, such as desali- 
nation, and the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley project which has yet to see 
the light of day. 

Jordan's trade volume with 
the Palestinian territories for 
1997 stood at JD35 million, of 
which only JD12.I million 
were Jordanian exports. Israel 
exports approximately $25 
billion annually to the Pales- 
tinians. 

(Continued on p^*e 7) 


an agreement reached in 1987 
that was based on an Arab 
League agreement reached in 
1955. 

The dam would help Jordan 
store additional water supplies. 

The water deal devised by a 
special committee, set Jor- 
dan's annual share at 330 mcm 
and 90 mcm for Syria, which 
currently gets 220 mcm a year. 

However, Jordanian officials, 
said their country was only 
getting up to 135 mcm a year 
from toe 1955 share. 

The river begins in Syria, 
flows along the two countries' 
border and then joins the Jor- 
dan River downstream from 
Lake Tiberias. 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN — After halting the 
Iraqi Petroleum Company 
pipelines deal, the government 
Sunday gave the green light to 
four committees to examine 
toe pipes' present condition. 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion and Energy Hani Midki 
told toe Jordan Times. 

“We have formed, two 
independent field technical 
committees that began work- 
ing on the present condition of 
the Iraqi Petroleum Company 
pipelines in Rweished and 
Aqaba areas,” Mulki said Sun- 
day. 

“We also formed two other 
committees to meet on 
Wednesday to assess the tech- 
nical and administrative 
aspects of tbe pipelines deaf” 
he added. 

He pointed our that toe 
adniinistrative committee 
comprises representatives of 
the Tenders Department. 
Audit Bureau, Supply Deport- 
ment, and Ministry of Energy, 
while the assessing technical 
committee comprises repre- 
sentatives of the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Tech- 
nology, Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company. Royal 
Scientific Society and the 
Institution for Standards and 
Metrology. 

The government decided 
Saturday after an ordinary 
Cabinet session to halt all pro- 
cedures related to the sale of 
the Iraqi Petroleum Company 
pipelines, pending the comple- 
tion of investigations into the 
legality of the bid and studies 
of possible uses of the 
pipelines. 


Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh met Saturday with 
three Lower House deputies 
who presented him with a 
memorandum signed by 41 of 
their colleagues urging the 
government to halt the rale of 
50 kilometres of 12-inch 
pipelines and 60 kilometres of 
16-inch pipelines worth 
JD250.000, and called for an 
immediate investigation into 
toe legality of the deal. 

Deputies Salameb Hiari, Ali 
Abu Rbeiha and Mahmoud 
Kharabsheh were quoted by a 
local daily on Sunday as say- 
ing that they were pleased 
with the Prime Mhiister s 
understanding, and later the 
Cabinet decision for halting 
the sale of the pipes to a busi- 
nessperson, Akram Amia Abu 
Amr. who won toe bid on July 
20.1998. 

The government asked Abu 
Amr to stop working immedi- 
ately as he was violating the 
deal by taking parts of another 
pipelines that were not includ- 
ed in the official bid. 

‘1 have sent a legal memo- 
randum through the ministry's 
lawyer regarding the violation 
of the bitk and also telling the 
contractor to stop his work 
immediately ” Mulld said. 

But Abu Amr himself 
claimed in a letter sent to toe 
head of the Jordan Water 
Authority, dated Aug. 10, that 
several pipeline components 
listed in the official bid were 
not found due to toe fact that 
no maps were available. 

The government also decid- 
ed to step exporting any parts 
of toe pipelines. 

(Continued cm page 7) 


Jordan, Syria to establish early warning 
system to monitor Yarmouk River water 

By Ahmad Khatib 


A frustrating peace: Jordan-lsrael ties five years on 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — What benefits did 
peace bring to Jordan? Ask many 
Jordanians into the fifth year of 
Jordan's peace treaty with Israel. 
Too little is the answer given by 
many who are. still waiting for the 
promised prosperity. 

Perhaps yesterday's meeting 
between more than 20 members 
of the exclusively Israeli Israel- 
Jordan Chamber of Commerce 
and an equal number of Jordanian 
businessmen, is a telling sign. Till 
today, there is no Jordanian coun- 
terpart to tbe Israeli Chamber, and 
both heads of Jordan’s industry, as 
well as commerce chambers, 
refuse to do business with Israel. 

Tbe high expectations that fol- 


lowed the signing of the treaty in 
October 1994, firelled by top- 
level official promises of better 
days to come, have all but van- 
ished today. Rightly or wrongly, 
many Jordanians now 
blame the deepening 
economic recession 
and the decline in their 
standards of Jiving on 
the peace treaty with Israel, which 
has been the favourite punching 
bag for the opposition. 

In a region where the most mun- 
dane issues become politicised, 
economic relations between Jor- 
dan and Israel are held hostage by 
the stalemate on the IsraeU-Pales- 
tinian track, Jordanian officials 
say. 

Mincing no words. His Royal 


Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, speaking at an inter- 
national conference in Amman 
last September, said: “There is no 
tangible result to show for all our 


patience. Yet we keep indulging 
ourselves in the hope that a suc- 
cessful end will soon unfold.” The 
Regent ascribed the failure of 
peace dividends to materialise to 
the absence of political movement 
on the Palestinian-Israeli track. 

Israel’s relentless grip on the 
West Bank market, seen as an 
untapped arena for Jordanian 
export*, has only compounded the 


frustration of Jordanians. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s policies 
have further depressed the mood 
in the region, inhibiting domestic 
and foreign invest- 
ments and undercut- 
ting potential growth 
in tourism revenues, 
according to Jordanian 

officials. 

“We have had a double blow: 
the collapse of expectations relat- 
ed to the peace process combined 
with a real recession, ’’ observed a 
Jordanian economist, noting that 
the Kingdom is grappling with 
chronic unemployment, rising 
poverty, and dismal economic, 
growth. It al>o services a heavy 
debt burden. 


“Since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations, u-e cannot 
say we have not had achieve- 
ments, including some in tourism, 
joint ventures in Ifbid, the Aqaba- 
Eilat airport and attracting invest- 
ment," said a politician. “But it is 
not exactly what we had forecast 
We cannot say projects were 
implemented seriously impacting 
the Jordanian economy.” 

’The envisaged economic bene- 
fits were seen as the glue that 
would cement the political agree- 
ment," another politician 'said. 
“Countries which have vast 
scopes of cooperation and joint 
interests are less likely to engage 
in war.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israelis ousted from 
disused train station 
in new settlement bid 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
tAFP) — Dozens of 
teenuged Jewish settlers 
took "over an abandoned 
railway station near the 
West Bank town of Nablus 
Sunday in a bid to establish 
a new settlement there but 
evacuated after a few hours 
to avoid being forced out by 
the Israeli army. 

The 12- to 16-year olds 
told army radio that the 
military had promised them 
they would be able to return 
“soon" with the govern- 
ment's permission. 

The youths told the radio 
earlier they had occupied 
the station "with the inten- 
tion of building a new set* 
tiers' site and renewing the 
Jewish presence there." 


The youths, ail from the 
neighbouring Shvei Shom- 
ron settlement, moved into 
the Sebastia train station, 
which has remained unused 
since the end of the British 
mandate in Palestine in 
1947. ' 

The area is off limits 
under the orders of the 
Israeli army, which urged 
the teens to leave the 
premises. 

Israelis first tried to settle 
Sebastia in 1975 but were 
forced to evacuate by then 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Two years later the Men- 
achem Begin government 
allowed the establishment 
of the nearby settlement of 
“Samaria.'' the biblical 


name for the northern West 
Bank still used by Israeli 
hardliners, but it did not 
include the Sebastia station. 

Another group of settlers, 
from the highly militant Ita- 
mar settlement near the 
divided West Bank city of 
Nablus, occupied a nearby 
hill with the intention of 
establishing a new, settle- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
officials said that Jewish 
settlers moved eight mobile 
homes onto new West Bank 
territory Friday, two outside 
the Palestinian village of 
Yarn and the remainder near 
the village of Surif. 

Both villages remain 
under Israeli military con- 
trol. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran closes embassies to save money 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran, whose economy has been hard 
hit by collapsing oil prices, is cutting back on the num- 
ber of its embassies abroad in an effort to save money, 
newspapers reported here Sunday. The foreign minisby 
will close its missions in Burkina Faso, Gabon. Mozam- 
bique. Sierra Leone and Tanzania, where Iran has mini- 
mal economic interests, the English-language Tehran 
Times said. Other missions targeted for closure are the 
embassies in Brunei and Nicaragua, the consulates in 
Munich and Shanghai and an unnamed mission in 
“northern Afghanistan.” Other embassies that were not 
named are set to cut staff, though Iran is due to open an 
embassy in Hong Kong. 

Kuwait undecided on U.S. conference 

KUWAIT (Rl — Kuwait said on Sunday it had not yet 
decided whether to accept a U.S. invitation to a confer- 
ence in support of the Israeli-Palestinian peace deal. 
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad A1 Sabah said Kuwait had received an 
invitation to the conference in Washington on Nov. 30 
but “the government is [still] thinking about it and has 
not yet taken' a decision 1 .'* He was speaking to reporters' 
after his Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa arrived in 
Kuwait oh ah' official visit!. Kuwait's government - 'wel- 
comed October's Wye River accord but the country's 
elected parliament has strongly criticised it. Lebanon 
has rejected the invitation to attend the conference, 
which is expected to be at the foreign minister level. In 
response to repeated calls by Washington for Arab states 
to normalise ties with Israel after the Wye River accord. 
Sheikh Sabah said: “The strategy of the Arab World is a 
comprehensive peace in the whole region... not [just] the 
Palestinians and the Israelis but Syria and Lebanon too.” 

‘Egypt wants better ties with Iran" 

MUSCAT CAP) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Sunday that his country wants to improve ties 
with Iran, with whom it has been at odds since Iran's 
1979 Islamic revolution. “We are for positive relations 
between Iran and Egypt. It is important for there to be a 
mutual desire for better relations." he said at a press 
conference in Oman. But an Iranian newspaper on Sun- 
day criticised Egypt for lagging in improving ties with 
Iran. “Less talk and more action is needed if Egypt is to 
experience normalisation of ties with Tran." said the Iran 
News, which is close to the foreign ministry. Since Pres- 
ident Mohammad Khatami took office last year rela- 
tions between the two nations “warmed slightly.” the 
paper said. “L f nfomrnately. however, no practical steps 
have been taken.” 


bom villages remain ... ^ e v . . 

under Israeli military con- A Jewish settler Sunday plants the Israeli flag atop one of the buildings at the ancient rums of Sabasuvah, north of Jenin, in a 
trol. bid to estab&h a new Jewish settlement (Reuters photo) 


Sudan seizes arms from pro-government militias 


KHARTOUM (R.) — 

Sudanese authorities have 
completed the seizure of 
weapons from pro-govern- 
ment militia leaders in Khar- 
toum in a bid to end factional 
fighting, the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUNA) 
reported on Sunday. 

“The campaign of collec- 
tion of aims from the south- 
ern factions which was imple- 
mented recently in Khartoum 
state was completed with suc- 
cess,” SUNA quoted Major 
General Osman Jaafar 
Osman, police commander of 


Khartoum stare, as saying. 

Osman said faction leaders 
had not objected to the opera- 
tion, adding the aims held by 
the militias were not huge in 
quantity and consisted mainly 
of assault rifles and pistols - 

But, the southern factions 
criticised police behaviour 
during the operation, which 
started on Thursday. 

In a statement issued on 
Saturday, the Coordinating 
Council, the government of 
war-tom southern Sudan, said 
it recognised the Khartoum 
authorities had the right to 


preserve security but con- 
demned wbar it described as 
“excesses." 

“There were excesses com- 
mitted in the implementation 
[of the operation], which were 
unjustified," the council said, 
warning the authorities “not 
to repeat” those mistakes. 

It gave no details, but Eliza 
Hon. chief of staff of the 
South Sudan Defence Force 
(SSDF). formed by the mili- 
tias after they signed a peace 
agreement with the govern- 
ment in 1997. said he and 
many of his commanders 


were not given advance warn- 
ing. 

Khartoum residents, how- 
ever, were jubilant at the oper- 
ation. which has been 
demanded by northerners. 

The Wifaq daily said in a 
headline that “the place of the 
SSDF is 40 miles [south of 
southern Sudan's main town 
Juba] not Dehinat [a Khar- 
toum suburb].” 

At least two people were 
killed in clashes between 
southern factions in Khar- 
toum this year. 

Riek Machar, ch airma n of 


the Coordinating Council and 
leader of the SSDF, said last 
week his main rival Paulkto 
Matip had accepted a truce 
between their militias in 
Unity state. 

Splits in the pro-gofem- 
ment militia coalition have 
complicated 15 years of civil 
war between Khartoum and . 
the main rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA.), 
which has been fighting for 
autonomy in the mainl y 
Christian and animist south 
from the Muslim, Arabised 
north of Sudan. 


Somali armed faction closes 
crucial road from Mogadishu 


Probe request over Saudi’s 
‘prison’ in a Cairo hotel 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
A Somali warlord on Sun- 
day banned all commercial 
vehicles, including those 
belonging to aid agencies, 
from the key road linking 
Mogadishu to the south- 
central town of Baidoa 
until further notice, citing 
security concerns. 

Colonel Hass an Moham- 
mad Nur “Shatigudud" 
said his Rahanwein Resis- 
tance Army (RRA) would 
destroy on sight any vehi- 
cle that violated the ban. 

“RRA fighters have been 
given orders to attack.” 
Shaiigudud told AFP by 
radio from the town of 
Huddur. 

He accused the south 
Mogadishu strongman 
Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed of using the road to 
transport militia and to 
move pickup trucks with 
mounted guns to Baidoa to 
launch an attack on Hud- 
dur, which the RRA seized 
from Aideed’s control last 


month. 

The town is . currently/, 
under Aideed’s control,’ but 
comes under frequent 
attacks by RRA fighters. 

‘‘At least 14 extra armed 
wagons have arrived 
Baidoa in' the past six days 
and many more are in 
Mogadishu ready to go the 
town ” Shatigudud added. 

Militia sources con- 
firmed on Sunday that 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance faction had set up 
a large militia camp in 
Baidoa following the 
humiliating defeat by the 
RRA in Huddur. 

Huddur and Baidoa. 
which are inhabited by 
Rahanwein subclans, were 
captured by Aideed's 
father, the late General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
in September 1 995. 

“An announcement will 
be made when ihe road is 
opened after security mea- 
sures have been taken by 
the RRA command.” Sha- 


.tigududf said- He did not. 
;sayjvhat the security oper-r. 
atiori would entail. 

The RRA had earlier this 
month appealed to humani- 
tarian agencies to send 
food and medical supplies 
to" Huddur and neighbour- 
ing villages where, it said, 
hundreds of people are 
threatened by famine and 
disease. The closure of the 
roads means that the relief 
supplies cannot reach the 
needy. 

The south-central regions 
of Bay and Bakol have 
been especially hard hit by 
poor harvests caused by 
floods earlier this year, and 
persistent factional fighting 
has continued to hamper 
aid deliveries, according to 
the World Food Pro- 
gramme. 

“Wc understand the 
humanitarian situation in 
our regions, but we want to 
avoid political and military 
setbacks for the RRA,” 
said Shaiigudud. 


CAIRO (AP) — Parliament 
wants lo'questkwi the fedvefri-* 
merit about the case of aSaiidi 
printed who allegedly -turned 1 - 
part of a hotel state into a 
prison for his servants. Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency 
reported Sunday. 

Prince Turki Ben Abdul 
Aziz, who is King Faihd's 
brother, has been investigated 
by police for allegedly locking 
up his Egyptian servants in the 
29th floor suite where he and 
his wire have lived for years. 

MENA said a deputy has 
asked Prime Minister Kamal 
Al Ganzoury to answer ques- 
tions on whether the govern- 
ment is taking any action 
against (he Saudi prince in the 
case which received wide pub- 
licity in Egypt 

Twenty-seven other deputies 
supported the motion and 
asked for an emergency 
debate on the problem. 
MENA said. 

Two of tire prince's servants 
escaped from a iwm in the 
Ramses Hilton Hotel on Mon- 
day by knotting sheets togeth- 
er and lowering themselves 


through a window to the 24th 
floor: ■■ ■' •' • ' 

The.two men told police that . 
the prince locked diem in die 
room after they complained of 
mistreatment They said other 
servants were locked up, too. 

Prince Turki, one of King 
Fahd’s six brothers, has been 
living in Egypt for years since 
he fell out with the royal fami- 
ly. He rents two floors of the 
Ramses Hilton for his family 
and entourage. 

Earlier this year, police 
launched an investigation into 
claims that Turki and his wife 
mistreated and locked up their 
servants. The latest incident 
follows also several com- 
plaints about the prince's 
bodyguards, including Ameri- 
cans. beating up people who 
got in their way. 

The move to debate Prince 
Turid’s behaviour in parlia- 
ment signals that the govern- 
ment is fed up and may want 
to deport the prince. In an 
advertisement in an opposition 
paper Sunday. Turki com- 
plained about a publicly cam- 
paign to discredit him. 
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Israel to ask 
U.S. for $1. 2b 
to finance . 7 
West Bank 
withdrawal 


trie fences. - 

A dozen roads that wffl j 
allow settlers to drive around 
areas under Palestinian conniij 
are also due to be buDt. 

The Israeli army began its ; 
withdrawal from a further 13 j 
percent of tbeWest Bank ^ 
Friday, as called fir bjfcdw* 
Wye River accord signed with j 
the Palestinians oaOc&:23. - - 

After the withdrawal is ccnd 
pleted there will be IS Jewish] 


M’s 

mg on 


'll w es un lend 
R naquilk'' at the] 
si Cultural Centre.! 


settlements in a * 630 D m . j 


autonomous sector of the BOjrni I 

Bank. ’= IbeTnih About OsJ 

Israeli defence official Ga^ a Boob z 
eral Gaby Ophir is cbero mate ijfc| Amman. p L ,.. 
a tour of the settteroents Shth kaTuesdav No\ 
day to inspect their security Spa fleL465te«r 
capabilities, Israel Radio said * " 

Israeli Finance Minister Yaa-' g 
cov Neeman left fir the United 
Stales on Sunday to discuss an .. 

Israeli request for $1.2 bflfioa 
to help finance the raflitay ^ ,■?*! 
vAhctawal. ■ ■>! 

Israel is seeking U.S. bdpto, ^ u P inL 
offset the costs of the Ws* '“ 1 
Bank pullback, and the news-? ^ 
paper Haaretz said (he Jewish 
state could receive an increase 
in the amount of annual nfli- i g £T llan '^nnan 
tary aid it receives front the, ^j^haeolos. 
United States. -‘i hv [> 

It said the funding was 13®^ a Goethe- 
to come as military assstaa*^®® Amman, a 
unrelated to the Wfest Bank in J- 
order to avoid helping Jewjshf. ^lopmeni of 
settlements. -?L? fafiajnn „■ 


J*^GermarJ 

StahaeokJ 

fSB* Dr! 

iff, 31 GwM 

^ Amman. J 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


c ,j j 


15:10 Barman 

15-JO David Copper Field 

16:00 Neighbours. 

16:30 Des Chiflres Ei Dcs Letters 

17:00 - Thalassa 

18:15 Drama -Wind at My Back 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

, 19:30 News headlines 

19:33 -Parenihond 

20:00 .The Internet Cafe’ 

20:30 Drama - Big Sky 

21:30 — Encnumcr 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Drama - The Fix 

; 23:30 Comedy - Keeping Up 
Apprarance 

23:59 EndofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:45.. 


06:06... 


11:22 .. 


14:13 .. 


16 38 .. 

Maehrcb 

17:58.. 



! CHURCHES 

St. Mari' of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St- Joseph Church Td. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 


Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568 8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5S1 1295 
Church or Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel 5661757 
Church or the Annunciation Tel 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646 138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Td. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy with 


scattered showers expected in the 
southern parts of the Kingdom, 
and winds southwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
cloudy, rainy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 


Amman 

13/25 

17/30 

Deserts 

11/27 

Jordan \ailey ’’0/32 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 25 Aqaba 30 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 20 per cent. 
Aqaba 41 percent 

Following are the 
expected today in 
areas: 

temperatures 
the following 

Ajloan 

. M/71 

Jerash 

15/27 

UmQays 

13/26 

Madaba 

17/75 

Petra 

12/25 


Dead Sea .18/33 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Am AJ Sfaa'lr._.43914Q5 

Dn Fakhri Tayeh_ ,4915880 

Dr. Arinan ZagWouL ,4898140 


Dr. FaWterBUbeisL...-. J522233 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy' 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadab Pharmacy 5537004 

Rukn Al Dawa Pharmacy .-5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Abol Haija.. .i 02 1279325 
Fou’ad Pharmacy ....1021275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ...Hisham Sharabati..( 09 1986632 
Palestine Pharmacy... .<09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .4637 1 1 1 

Qvil Defiance Dtpanmott 

__5661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Ptfire 192. 4621 II 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police... 4896390 

Public Security Dept ,4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 56Q5B0O 

Price Complaints 566! 176 

Vteer 5i Scwaagr Omptair. 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

— .47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 


Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali Tel. Rcpoim 5661 101 

Jordan Tdevisi .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680(00 

J. Electricity Authority ...58 15615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Right Infomiation....44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ....44-532(10 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5*121199 

The Islamic. Ahdfi 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre 5856856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akiteh Maternity .4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity. 4642362 

Malhas, J, Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shtneisani >560707 1 

Shmcisani Hospital 56(77431 

Jordan Hnspiud 5007550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muashcr Hospital ,..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. AWali _ 5664 164/6 

Italian. AkMuhajrccn ..4777101/3 

Al-Bashir., 4775 1 1 1/26 

Army, Marka ..—.........48916] \f\S 

Queen Alia Hnspital... 5 157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 1 55 

AJ Amal Cancer Centre ...5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zunp Govt Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital ..(1)9)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02 )272275 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

(02)7101372.(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7 102X31. (02}71 020 1! 

Speciality Hospital .,(02)7 1 03 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)20 141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infmnatiiHi is supplied by 
Royat JxmJunian [RJ) infnnmliivi 
deportment ut the Queen Mia 
International Air/mrt TeL 
( 44153200-5. when- ii should 
always /*■ verified, htfiomuitinn an 
other fHifliis nut he supplied an 
phone 44 1 527001 fnfiimuui im un 
Rond Wings flights ran he supplied 
oil phone 4R7520I-5 

ARWVAJLS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 ....Damascus fRJ) 


08 :35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ; 

09:30 — New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

18:05 — Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 ..—Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 
20:30 ..-Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

00:15 .Td Aviv (add) (RJ) 

05:55 ..Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


DEPARTURES ^ 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FDghls • ' N 

06 JO Beirut W , 

UriJO Amsterdam, Chicago (Rl) . 

11:15 ... JFrankfint. Losidflfl [W) 

12-50 Cairo <FJ)j 

20:15 ^ahrairt. Doha (RJ) £T;- 

20:45 Abu Dhabi * 

21:15 JMuscaL Dubai (RJ) ■ -T&tyhv exh?k,, 

21^20 .Damascus 

22rf)0 .Tel Aviv (add) (R0 (*JL ^ 

22:00 _Tehrart<RJ) * 


hilt 


22:45 Sanaa 1W) J 


Other Flights 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09 JO Cairo (MS) 

10:00 Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 — Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR ) 

15:0S .......... Vienna (OS) 

15:25 . — Dubai, Ahu Dhabi (EKl 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 — -..Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

22:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

01^25 — Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09 JO .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

10^0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

00: 15 Td Aviv (arriving or QAIA) 
(RW) 


18 55 5?59kij 

w iRF> lyg.d 


Other Flights ■ ■ 

06H» ^ Istanbul ^ 

07^5 LeavS 00 

09K15 London (BA)^ ^ ^ 

10J0 : Cairo 

14:10 -Bahrain {GR J <J f Gv , 

1SJ5 

i6jo 

18 J0 JKhanoum (SD) ^ H* p ^P0n- 

20.-00 Beirut'^® ••{ i .^han 

23:10 ■ THAW (LY);| -3 ftj 1 ‘J'Op. 


44:10 let avi* , i**“*r* 

02125 JUn5aadam(KL) .|;^ig] u ^tore 

02:45 -Athens (OA) a ^ * Royal 


L Nls 5 


Royal Wings (RW) ■ 

07.-00 Aqaba (fixm Mata AnP«0 ^ 

OW) • v ; 

08-30 Aqaba (from Maria AirpW . . 


20*30 .-Aqaba (from QAIA) 

22.-00 -Tel Aviv QAIA) 

-- "• •’ Kian ^ 

, ^ until 






Home News 


Opposition, women activists hold 
sit-in at U.S. embassy over Iraq policy 


BylkreqAyyaab 

y^vlMAN — Opposition par- 
ses and women activists Sun- 
{jay hdd a sit-in near tbeXJ^. 
gjjj^ssy to protest what they 
Qjjfcd •Estate tesrcrism" by the 
U5. against Iraq. 

jilorc than 50 activists car- 
ped and-U^. and Britain 
placards and shouted slogans 
^Jouncing ' what they 
described as “flagrant aggres- 
g CC T ’ on die part of Washing- 
k® andJLonddn against Bagh- 
dad. 

“U5. and UJC, get your 
faces away from Iraq,” read 
ooe placard. “Yankees and 
gnKffis are the mothers of ter- 


rorism,” and “U.S. and U.K. 
support liars and thieves," 
rcfeniiig to Washington’s sup- 
port of Iraqi opposition 
groups, read other placards. 

Dozens of anti-riot and reg- 
ular police officers were sta- 
tioned around the embassy to 
prevent protesters from reach- 
ing the mam gate. 

A group representing the 

demonstrators, beaded by 

activist Leila Khali d, were 
allowed to approach the 
embassy’s main gate to hand 
over a letter of protest to the 
U.S. press attach^. 

‘This protest is cm behalf of 
all Arab people, who stand 
firm and determined against 


U.S. policy towards Iraq,” 
Khalid told the American offi- 
cial after handing him the let- 
ter. 

“We believe that this prac- 
tice constitutes state terrorism 
against the harp people,*’ she 
added. 

The U.S. envoy told the del- 
egation that he would convey 
their letter to the U.S. admin- 
istration but declined to give 
any comment on his govern- 
ment’s stand towards Iraq. 

Following the hour-long 
rally, participants disposed 
peacefully. 

The rally came one week 
after the most recent standoff 
between Iraq and the U.S. 


over United Nations Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
activities was contained fol- 
lowing Baghdad’s uncondi- 
tional agreement to allow 
inspectors to resume their 
work. 

The government expressed 
its satisfaction over the peace- 
ful settlement of the Iraq crisis 
and called on Baghdad to 
cooperate fully with U.N. 
inspectors to end the eigbt- 
year-old sanctions, imposed 
following Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Last week, opposition 
activists staged a sit-in near 
the Iraqi embassy to show sol- 
idarity with the Iraqi people. 


Opinion poll finds majority of public 
support Tarawneh government 


N AMMAN ( J.T.) — The gov- 
W aninent of Prime Minister 
2 <’ Fajez Tkawnefa enjoys the 
. approval of the majority of Jor- 
kfr- danism, according to an opin- 
^ jo p poD published by the Ara- 
be daily A1 Arab A1 Yawm on 
snaky. ’ _ ■■■ 

*3! JbepoB, conducted between 
ffot 38-2Qon a random sam- 
of 595 citizens from all 
; KARDcratES, shows that 60 per 
iriTj cat of JbrdaniarB are satisfied 
, l rih die perfcnnance of the 
^IgovanmetS, winch was sworn 
in on Aug. 20. 

)6 Only 34 percent of the inter- 

, viewees said they woe not sai- 
ls jsfied with the current govem- 
a i mot white six per cent did not 


what’s 
going on 


respond. 

Karak, home to the 49-year- 
old premier, was the gover- 
norate in which the govern- 
ment is most popular — 90.9 
per cent of the interviewees- 
declared themselves satisfied 
— while Ma’an, Taffleh. and 
Ajloun, respectively, are the 
govexnoraes where people are 
more critical of Tarawneh’s 22- 
member team. 

Of those who declared them- 
selves satisfied with the gov- 
ernment's performance, 16 per 
cent described die Cabinet as 
“highly successful,’' 38 per cent 
as “quite successful,” and 24 
per cent as “successful” while 
22 per cent did not answer 


Analysing die results of the 
premier’s team during its first 
three months in office, 26 per 
cent of the interviewees said 
the government did not suc- 
ceed in fighting corruption, 
while 56 per cent said it was 
not successful in maiding 
inter- Arab ties. 

On (he other hand, 52 per- 
cent of the interviewees said 
the government boosted 
national unity, and 37 per con 
deemed h successful in restor- 
ing public confidence in state 
institutions. 

On the economic level 70 
per cent believed the govern- 
ment was not successful in 
handling unemployment, and 


74 per cent believed it foiled to 
effectively address the issue of 
poverty. 

On the domestic political 
front, the government’s effort 
to maintain fop m mentum of a 
national riialrwnip initiated by 

His Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, this summer was 
applauded by 35 per cent of the 
interviewees, while 34 per cent 
judged the government as 
unsuccessful in this attempt. 

Opinions on government 
efforts to deepen democratic 
practices in the Kingdom were 
divided, with 38 per cent of 
respondents satisfied and 35 
per cent unsatisfied. 


Court finds journalist innocent 
of ‘inciting violence’ in article 


■FraJ 


ByAfiaSbukriHamzeh 

AMMAN — The Court of 
First Instance has found the 
chief editor of A1 Majd week- 
ly.' Fahd Rimawi innocent of 
charges of inciting violence in 
an article published last 
August calling for “holy war” 
against Israel the weekly 
reported this week. 

“We found the accused free 
of responsibility... as be did not 
violate the law in any sense,” 
presiding Judge Ihwfiq Qaissi 
said Sunday. 

Rimawi told tie Jordan 
limes that he was pleased with 
(he verdict, adding that he had 
found tite government charge 
against him of inciting vio- 
lence for using a common reli- 
gious term, jihad, “strange.” 

In their arguments, 
Rimawi’s defence team. 


Ahmad Najdawi, Jawad You- 
nis and Marwan Akemi, told 
the court that the tide of the 
article did cot constitute a pun- 
ishable crime, since “the term 
jihad religiously means fight- 
ing a holy war against unbe- 
lievers.” 

Qaisasaiddiatafarexamm- 
ing die term used, the court did 
not find anything in the article 
dial would incite violence in 
the legal sense. 

“The Arabic language is vast 
and has many terms, and the 
one used in Rimawi’s article 
did not constitute a felony.” he 
explained 

fa his article, “Call for 
Jihad,” published Aug. 3, 
Rimawi said the public was 
“disgusted with” and tired of 
hearing about the “peace cul- 
ture” and normalisatio n with 
Israel 


Rimawi questioned the “cul- 
ture of peace,” asking if any of 
the peace promises had been 
achieved cr if the “Jewish 
enemy” responded to Arab 
willingness to embrace peace. 

Rimawi told the Jordan 
Times earlier that he did not 
mention Jordan or any other 
country in particular in his arti- 
cle and that he simply called 
fix snuggle by the “Arab 
masses” against all forms of 
Zionism. 

Qaissi mid the Jordan Times 
that the court has been more 
lenient in several cases con- 
cerning tiie press because the 
Press and Publications Depart- 
ment had expressed its willing- 
ness to drop charges. 

“(face the plaintiff drops 
charges against the accused, 
p unishment is minimised,” he 
said. 


Change to ‘Palestinian cause’ course 
at university sparks controversy 


ByFairouzAbo-GhazaJeb 

AMMAN — A recent decision 
by the University of Jordan to 
"recategorise' ' a course offering 
on the “Palestinian cause” has 
stirred a campus cxtairaversy. 

The university’s Student 
Council sent a tetter to Univer- 
sity President Walk! Ma’ani 
protesting wbar it called “the 
cancellation of the course, 
fai-an by around 700 freshmen 
each semester 

Tteccm?e outlines the histo- 
ry of the Palestinian plight, the 
Arab-Israeh conflict and the 
role of Jordan as well as that of 
the Arab World in the 50-year 
old conflict. Similar courses 


have also been offered periodi- 
cally in high schools. 

“By dropping this course, we 
are deleting part of history,” 
said Student Council President 
Hareth Fakhri. “History should 
not be tampered with, it should 
be preserved in the minds of 
people.” 

While university officials 
denied dial the recent change 
was linked to the peace process, 
Fakhri said foe country should 
ndt modify its history for a “a 
peace treaty.” 

Issam Za’balawi, vice presi- 
dent for academic affairs, said 
the course was not dropped, 
only recategorised. 

“The course is still there for 


those who wish to take it,” 
Za’balawi told the Jordan 
Times on Sunday. 

He said the course, which 
fonneriy was an elective that 
could be used to fulfil under- 
graduate requirements, is rx)w 
offered as a general elective 
course for interested students. 

According to Za’balawi, 
under a plan introduced recent- 
ly, students have to take two 
general elective courses. The 
“Palestinian cause*’ is one of 
the courses thar can be used to 
satisfy that TpqiiiigmwiT. 

“fa this way, we are giving 
students the liberty to choose 
foe courses that they desire.” 
Za’balawi said. 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 23, 1998 


Princess Basma launches U.N. 
regional campaign to eliminate 
violence against women 

By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — HRH Princess ** *-v Jf t 

Basma on Sunday formally * 4 4 y . L 

launched the United Nations ^ • 1 I \ A t ^ S ^ ■ 

De velopm ent Fond for Women *****&%? J y % 

(UNIFEM) regional campaign -«» 

for eliminating violence against '* 

women. ~~ C C m. — % 4 > 5 

The campaign, being held * ' 4 O V/sAr 

under the theme “A Life Free ' -Ji *** 


AMMAN — HRH Princess 
Basma on Sunday formally 
launched the United Nations 
De velopm ent Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM) regional campaign 
fix’ eliminating violence against 
women. 

The campaign, being held 
under the theme “A Life Free 
of Violence: It is our Right.” 
commemorates foe 50th 
anniversary of the adoption of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the 50th 
anniversary of the World Con- 
ference on H uman Rights with 
its historical recognition of 
“Women’s Rights are Human 
Rights." 

k aims at raising public 
awareness on foe various forms 
of violence against women, 
such as crimes of honour, 
domestic violence, female cir- 
cumcision and legal violence, 
among others. 

Activities will include a pub- 
lic march, an essay and draw- 
ing competition for students, 
and a roundtable to launch a 
recent study on violence 
against women in the King- 
dom. 

Earlier in the day, Princess 
Basma told participants at a 
regional seminar on domestic 
violence, also part of foe 
regional campaign’s activities, 
that "studying and combating 
domestic violence m Jordan, as 
in other countries in the region, 
stiff lads the needed informa- 
tion to understand the dimen- 
sions of this important problem 
and its causes.” 

“Domestic violence, in all its 
forms, is a violation of the basic 
h uman rights of men and 
women, which foe Islamic reli- 
gion was the first to call for pre- 
serving.” foe Princess told the 
gathering. 

She added that Jordan sup- 
ports and believes in foe basics 
of human rights,, including 
women’s rights. 

Princess Basina pointed to 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
Speech from foe Throne at foe 
opening of Parliament in 
November 1997. 


HRH Princess Basma delivers an address at the opening of the UNIFEM campaign 
‘A Life Free of Violence: It is our Right’ (Petra photo) 


In his remarks. King Hussein 
said: “We must pay serious 
attention to some of the danger- 
ous phenomena that remain a 
source of womens suffering 
and which, unfortunately, con- 
stitute inhuman violations of 
their basic rights." 

During a recent meeting with 
nibal leaders. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, called for an end to 
crimes of honour. 

“Let us remember that the 
honour of the whole Jordanian 
family is more noble that foe 
loss of life of this generation 
due to foe trivialities of ’honour 
causes’.” Prince Hassan said. 

Annually, around 25 to 30 
women are reportedly killed in 
foe Kingdom in foe name of 
honour. 

Police records for foe years 
1991 and 1992 indicate that 
around 9.000 cases of domestic 
violence against women were 
registered at the country’s 
police departments. 

In his remarks at the seminar. 
United Nations Resident Rep- 
resentative in Jordan Jotgen 
Ussner said the event "affow[s] 
us to celebrate foe gradual but 


unmistakable, termination of a 
taboo that for long has prevent- 
ed frank and frequent public 
debate in foe Arab region about 
the complex and excruciating 
problem of domestic violence." 

“The fact that it is possible to 
hold such a high-profile region- 
al seminar at this time is clearly 
a sign of the increasing 
momentum which the human 
rights debate is gainin g in our 
region,” he asserted. 

Lissner also pointed out that 
the campaign against domestic 
violence is not a women’s 
cause, bur rather “part of our 
common quest for humanity.'' 

“The humanity of abused 
children and battered wives is 
grossly infringed upon, but let 
us not forget that foe abusive 
parent, the violent husband, foe 
woman who shouts at or 
starves her domestic helper — 
they too have lost their human- 
ity, in foe same way as the pro- 
ponents of white supremacy in 
South Africa and the hardline 
Jews who have no undemand- 
ing of the pain and suffering of 
the Palestinians.” he said 

Lissner called on all women 
and men “of goodwill to take 


decisive action to eradicate, 
from all aspects of life, the cul- 
ture of violence.” 

“It is time to end the culture 
of violence, in our homes, in 
our schools, in our institutions, 
in our nations." said Lissner 

“It is time to announce, from 
pulpits and from rooftops, that 
violence has no place at foe 
ewe of our lives and that it is 
posable to establish the 
required discipline within soci- 
ety and within our families by 
tolerance and persuasion, by 
reason and rationality and by 
compassion and eating," be 
added. 

Several working papers will 
be discussed durin g the two- 
day meeting from local govern- 
ment and" nongovernmental 
organisations and representa- 
tives from Egypt, Tunisia and 
Lebanon. 

The symposium, which will 
conclude today with suggested 
future outlooks, is being held 
and organised by die Jordan 
National Committee for 
Women in cooperatio n wi th 
five U.N. agencies: UNIFEM, 
foe UNDP. UNICEF, 
UNESCO and foe UNFPA. 


Agreement on home 
for abused children 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan River Design (JRD) 
and the Ministry of Social 
Development Sunday 
reached an agreement on 
establishing a home called 
Dar Ai Aman for abused 
children. 

HRH Princess Rani a, JRD 
president, who signed foe 
agreement with Minister of 
Social Development 

Mohammad Kheir Mamsar, 
said foe home is one of the 
JRD’s projects and is in line 
with the U.N. agreement on 
foe rights of foe child. 

The safe home is designed 
to protect children that are 
exposed to mental and phys- 
ical abuse or that are prone to 
danger, foe Princess noted. 

Noting that the Dar Al 
Aman project will be imple- 
mented in conjunction with 
foe ministry, the Princess 
said foe home will provide 
children with shelter, guid- 
ance and rehabilitation and 
will be operational by next 
year. 

For his part, Mamsar said 
the project, believed to be 


foe first of its kind in foe 
Arab region, is an example 
of close cooperation between 
foe public sector and volun- 
tary, private and non- govern- 
mental organisations in 
meeting community needs. 

He said the ministry will 
provide foe premises for foe 
home and its infrastructure, 
including furniture, cover the 
rent and back the project’s 
plans and programmes. 

Noting that the ministry 
operates 21 institutions car- 
ing for underprivileged 
members of society, Mamsar 
said Dar Al Aman is a pro- 
ject of a different nature 
which gives shelter to 
abused children and rehabili- 
tates them physically and 
mentally to help promote 
sound growth. 

The JRD, which was 
established in 1995 as a non- 
profil non-govemroemal 
organisation, cooperates 
with foe Ministry of Social 
Development and offers pro- 
grammes that help improve 
foe living conditions of local 
communities. 


Consumer society asks for new specifications for imported yoghurt 


By Soba Ma'ayeh 

AMMAN — The National Society for 
Consumer Protection Sund^»>d rt 
was lobbying the goveamul to 
^nniv !he specifications for Jbe 
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these insects that “can be seen by the 
naked eye.” 

The 1986 specifications had banned 
the presence of any insects, regardless 
of quantity. 

An NSCP official who requested 
anonymity, said the vaguely-worded 
and elastic exception introduced last 
year allowed a number of importers to 
sell several kilogrammes of tow-quality 
Jameed brought in from Syria and Iraq. 

“We want foe government to recon- 
sider the specifications in order to 
require traders to import insect-free 
quantities of Jameed,” he said. 

Jameed, made from skimmed fo- 
mented goal milk- is dried in the Open 
after manufacturers add salt and mould 
it into balls. It is diluted and cooked into 
a sauce to accompany the traditional 
mansaf riish, which is made of rice and 
Iamb. 


However; institute officials said the 
ffl/vfifi carions introduced in 1997 woe 
designed to ease the process of import- 
ing Jameed and were in line with 
international standards. 

They also said a technical committee 
that recommended the new standards 
included traders, officials from foe var- 
ious concerned ministries and an NSCP 
representative. 

“When specifications are changed, 
we consult with foe importer, foe con- 
sumer and the merchant, and their 
views are taken into consideration,” 
said Hassan Saudi director general of 
foe institute. 

He said foe institute constantly intro- 
duces changes to existing specifications 
to march new trends in foe food pro- 
cessing industry. 

Salem Khewi, another official at foe 
institute, said foal when foe department 


changed the Jameed specifications, it 
took into consideration foe manufactur- 
ingptocess. 

“Yoghurt in general is processed 
manually and is dried in foe open air, 
which exposes the product to insects,” 
he said 

“But this does not mean that all 
imported Jameed has insects, because 
the Health Ministry and the institute test 
samples of Jameed before allowing it 
in." Khewi told foe Jordan Times. 

He also insisted that foe “tolerable 
percentage of insects in Jameed are in 
line with international standards.” but 
that if “some amounts of Jameed do not 
meet the specifications, this could be 
due to bad storage.” 

Khewi said that having small percent- 
ages of insects was not harmful accord- 
ing to foe technical committees deci- 




4 World News 

At least six killed 
in Indonesian 
riots 



Jordan limes, Monday, November 23,1998 



JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— Hundreds of Muslim 
rioters set fire to a 
Protestant church and a 
gambling hall Sunday and 
hurled rocks at soldiers who 
fired warning shots and tear 
gas. At least six people 
were killed, some of them 
mutilated. 

Mobs also ransacked a 
Roman Catholic church 
while a wedding ceremony 
was under way, smashing 
stained glass windows, 
chalices and a statue of the 
Virgin Mary and flinging 
pews and Bibles on to a 
bonfire. 

A nearby Catholic girls' 
school was also trashed. 

The ethnic and religious 
violence was the latest sign 
that the military is increas- 
ingly hard-pressed to keep 
order in Indonesia's sprawl- 
ing capital of 11 million 
people. The nation of 202 
million is also enduring the 
strain of economic hard- 
ship. 

Last week, as many as 16 
people were killed in clash- 
es between anti-govern- 
ment students and police 
and soldiers during a gov- 
ernment assembly on politi- 
cal reforms. That fighting 
triggered mob riots in sev- 
eral parts of Jakarta. 

In the rioting Sunday. 


crowds blocked fire trucks 
from reaching the burning 
Christian Church of 
Ketapang. A police heli- 
copter hovered above thou- 
sands of people roaming the 
streets. . Soldiers with hel- 
mets. sticks and shields 
eventually pushed them 
away, t 

Shops were shut in the 
area, less than a kilometre 
from the state palace of 
President B.J. Habibie. 

The fighting in north 
Jakarta was sparked by 
resentment among loci 
residents towards Christian 
civilian guards of a gam- 
bling hall who bad come 
from the eastern Indonesian 
city of Ambon. 

Residents said a group of 
Ambonese bad attacked a 
mosqui early Sunday. 

"Islam is the power in this 
area, 1 ” one man said. Ninety 
per cent of Indonesians are 
Muslim. 

Two dozen worshipers 
attending a service at Lhe 
Protestant church fled when 
mobs attacked. Firemen 
pumped water from pollut- 
ed canals to fight the blaze, 
but the church was gutted. 

Mobs threw rocks at an 
open-backed military truck 
carrying 20 Ambonese that 
raced tjway and boys poked 
sticks ' at the occupants 


Indonesian soldiers in armoured vehicles patrol around Jakarta’s Chinatown. At least six people were killed and 
several buildings torched and looted in the Indonesian capital as simmering ethnic and religious tensions exploded 
intoj bloody unrest Troops fired warning shots into the air in fruitless attempts to disperse several mobs rampag- 
ing through various parts of Jakarta, but mainly in the Chinatown district (Reuters photo) 


through the vehicle’s pro- 
tective wire netting. 

"Kill them,” the rioters 
screkmed. 

Officials of the 
Indonesian Red Cross 

recovered five bodies of 
Ambonese who had been 
slashed with knives and 
broken bottles. 

Tlje killers of one man cut 
off one of his ears and bran- 
dished it 

Assailants paraded a sixth 


Storm lashes Bangladesh, 
thousands evacuated 


body in a cart It was not 
known where the victim 
was from. 

At the nearby Sacred 
Heart Church, a wedding 
party fled a crowd that burst 
in. breaking altar ornaments 
and tearing up priests’ 
robes. 

Mob leaders tried to exer- 
cise some control over the 
crowds, urging them not to 
break into stores. 

“We will punish the ones 


who want to loot," one ring- 
leader shouted. 

Six months ago, 
Indonesia’s sprawling capi- 
tal was convulsed by rioting 
that killed 1,200 people and 
led to the ouster of former 
President Suharto after 32 
years of authoritarian rule. 

Thousands of buildings 
and vehicles were damaged 
and looting was wide- 
spread. 

The May rioting was trig- 


gered in part by discontent 
over Indonesia's worst eco- 
nomic crisis in decades, 
which bas sent prices soar- 
ing and stripped millions of 
people of their jobs. 

Mobs at that time targeted 
the homes and shops of 
Indonesia’s ethnic Chinese 
minority, which is resented 
because it dominates trade. 
There was no indication of 
anti-Chinese sentiment in 
Sunday’s riot. 


DHAKA (R) — A severe 
storm coming from the Bay 
of Bengal reached 
Bangladesh's south coast 
near Mongla port Sunday and 
officials and Red Crescent 
volunteers said’ around 
100,000 people had been 
evacuated. 

“Many others have left on 
their own and taken refuge in 
the forests and on higher 
grounds," said one port offi- 
cial in Mongla. 

The armed forces stood by 
for emergency rescue opera- 
tions and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina appealed to 
Bangladeshis to pray that the 
country, still reeling from 
devastating floods between 
July to September, would 
escape another disaster. 

Weather officials said the 
wind force had eased slightly 
but heavy rain was battering 
the coasts and areas further 
inland. 

Rain was also falling in the 
capital Dhaka. 

“The coast has been hit 
with an initial wind speed of 
80 kph ... and there has been 


a report of storm surge." said 
one official at Khulna, near 
Mongla. 

.“We have no details vet but 
the storm is already* on* bur 
roast,” he added. • _ , 

All ships at Mongla and the 
country's main port of 
Chittagong, including navy 
vessels, and fishing boars at 
sea, were asked to move to 
safety. Cargo handling at the 
ports has been suspended. 

The Bangladesh Air Force 
moved its planes out of 
Chittagong to other bases and 
a visiting South Korean naval 
vessel with more than 200 
crew was asked to move to 
the outer anchorage to avoid 
collisions, port officials said. 

Civil aviation officials said 
commercial fights to and 
from Chittagong and Cox’s 
Bazar had been cancelled. 
The Storm Warning Centre in 
its latest bulletin said maxi- 
mum sustained wind speed 
around the storm centre came 
down to 115 kph from 140 
kph. It said the storm could 
cross the Bangladesh coast 
by Sunday evening, sweep- 


ing some areas with a tidal 
surgk of up to 2.4 metres over 
tide. 

Mbngla port authorities 
have been asked to keep 
hois ed “Great Danger" sig- 
nal number 10 *but 

Chittagong port has been 
adviped to lower the signal to 
six from nine, the bulletin 
said 

Silting on the storm’s eye 
was the Hiron Point naval 
base in the Bay of Bengal, SO 
km from Mongla, weather 
officials said. 

Floods earlier this year 
killejd more than 12500 peo- 
ple, left millions homeless 
and caused economic losses 
of $4.3 billion. 

A major storm swept the 
coasts near Mongla in 1988, 
killing more than 3,000 peo- 
ple and thousands of wild 
animal s in the Sundarban for- 
est J 

Bangladesh's worst 

cyclone was in 1991 when 
some 138,000 people per- 
ished on the coast and in sev- 
eral Bay islands, mostly near 
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar. 


Hindu nationalists rule out 
government’s fall after polls 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s Hindu nationalists 
Sunday ruled out the fall of 
their eight-month *>ld , gov- 
ernment even If they lose 
crucial state elections this 
week. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee’s 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s Party) 
said a widely expected 
defeat in Wednesday’s polls 
would have only a limited 
impact 

‘Tt will have no bearing 
on the central government,’’ 
BJP spokesman Krishan Lai 
Sharma told AFP. “It will 
not change the number of 
members of parliament sup- 
porting our government” 

Analysts and some opin- 
ion polls have warned that 
the BJP could end up losing 
elections for local govern- 
ments in New Delhi city 
and three Indian states to 
the main opposition 
Congress party. 

Even a limited Congress 
victory in some of the elec- 
tions is expected to trigger a 


crisis for Vajpayee’s coali- 
tion government 

The Congress, India's old- 
est .party and the second 
Jargesf group In parliament 
is under pressure from, other 
opposition parties to bid to 
seize power from the Hindu 
nationalists after 

Wednesday's polls. 

The BJP’s Sharma, how- 
ever, admitted that the 
provincial elections were 
important both for lhe 
nationalists and Congress. 

“The elections are quite 
important” he said. 
“Naturally we would like to 
retain the states (held by the 
BJP).” 

“These are the first elec- 
tions the BJP is fighting 
under the leadership of 
Vajpayee as prime minister. 
At the same time, it is a 
major test for (Congress 
president) Sonia Gandhi 
too. 

“The result of these elec- 
tions are naturally going to 
be crucial for both sides," 
Sharma said. “Sonia Gandhi- 
is trying her best to improve 


the Congress’s position ” 

Among the places going 
to the polls the BJP rules 
New , Delhi. . city . and the 
northern, desert state of 
Rajasthan. Thq Congress 
rules Madhya Pradesh stale 
and tiny Mizoram in the far 
east 

Most opinion polls have 
predicted a BJP defeat in 
New Delhi and Rajasthan 
but a possible BJP victory 
in Madhya Pradesh, India’s 
largest state. The BJP is a 
minor player in Christian- 
dominated Mizoram. 

Saturday, however, the 
India Today news magazine 
said the BJP could lose even 
in Madhya Pradesh — the 
only place it had been 
expected to win — and thus 
spark a possible fresh 
national election. 

Opinion polls say the 
BJP’s failure to provide a 
stable national government 
— its main plank during 
parliamentary polls earlier 
this year — and contain 
inflation has alienated the 
mass of voters. 


Australian radio wedding 
man criticises bride 
over topless shots 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A 24- 
year-old Australian man who 
married a stranger as part of a 
radio station publicity stunt 
lashed out at his estranged 
bride Sunday for posing in 
Playboy and courting the 
spotlight. 

Glenn Emerton headed for 
a honeymoon in Paris with 
22-year-old Leif Bunyan ear- 
lier this year, just hours after 
they met and married. The 
wedding quickly hit the rocks 
and the pair split earlier this 
month. But Bunyan has 
seized on her 15 minutes of 
fame and is set to appear in 
next month’s Australian edi- 
tion of Playboy, pictures from 
which were featured in 
tabloid newspapers Sunday. 
And that had Emerton 
expressing dismay. 

“She is doing too much. I 
could have done it too but 
that’s not me," he told the 
Sun-Herald newspaper. “U’s 
stupid. It’s over. If she wants 
to grab the Limelight she can. 
I’m not like that." 

Emerton. a marketing man- 
ager for a hardware chain, 
afso denied Bunyan’s claim 
that she had ended their rela- 
tionship. “I can't believe it,” 
he said “How could she say 


that? It's not true.” 

In a television interview to 
be broadcast Monday, 
Bunyan claims she ended the 
sham marriage. “I could not 
go along with the facade any- 
more," she told the Nine 
Network. “You cannot force 
yourself to like someone.” 

“There’s no chance of us 
getting back together. He's a 
lovely guy. but he wasn't for 
me. There was so much pres- 
sure to succeed, but I could- 
n’t keep up the facade. I 
couldn't lie to anyone or 
myself.” 

Bunyan, who was training 
to be a teacher when she mar- 
ried Emerton. said she had 
thought long and hard before 
posing topless for Playboy. 
As for her current fame, “It’s 
great- I’ll just go with the 
flow and see what happens. I 
wouldn't mind trying a few 
different things.” 

In the future: a possible 
career as a model or actress, 
according to her agent “You 
can easily see her in 
(Australian' soap opera) 
Home and Away," manager 
Steve Moriarty said “There’s 
already been one television 
show that's asked if she’s 
available.” 


China to seek fuller apology 
from Japan over World War II 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
views of its World War II past, 
an issue that has long banned 
its image on the world stage, 
face new tests this week with 
a visit by Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin and a court rul- 
ing on compensation for thou- 
sands of prisoners of war. 

The twin events loom as 
distractions for Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi as he 
prepares for a special session 
of parliament on Friday to 
pass urgently needed financial 
legislation to get Japan out of 
its worst ever recession. 

In a sign of how the issue is 
occupying Japan’s govern- 
ment. Chinese Foreign 
Minister Tang Jiaxuan will 
travel to Tokyo Tuesday, a 
day ahead of Jiang’s arrival 
on the first visit to Japan by a 
Chinese head of state. 

Authoritative sources said 
Tang's earlier than scheduled 
arrival was to negotiate with 
Japan a more comprehensive 
apology by Tokyo to China 
for its World War II actions. 

The apology would be part 
of a joint statement on rela- 
tions to be issued by the two 
leaders during Jiang's Nov. 
25-30 visit 

Japan wants (he apology to 
mirror one made by then- 


Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama three years ago on 
the 50th anniversary of the 
war's end 

But China wants Japan to 
go further and specifically to 
mention harm done to China 
during the period from 1937 
to 1945 when Japanese occu- 
pied most of the country. 

“Japan, following a mistak- 
en national policy... and 
through its colonial rule and 
aggression, caused tremen- 
dous damage and suffering to 
the people of many countries, 
particularly to those of Asian 
nations," Murayama said in 
his 1995 statement. 

Murayama also expressed 
“feelings of deep remorse" 
and delivered a “heartfelt 
apology." 

According to the sources. 
China maintains * that 
Murayama’s apology was 
weak — because of the 
Japanese word for apology 
that be used — and wants a 
stronger one. 

China. which ‘ says 
Murayama’s statement was 
directed to Asia as a whole, 
also wants Japan to specifical- 
ly acknowledge the invasion 
by the Imperial Japanese 
Army and include an apology 
to the people of China. 


“Japan has told China that 
the Japanese word for apolo- 
gy that Murayama used has 
little difference in meaning to 
the word for apology China 
wan ts Japan to incorporate in 
the joint statement,” a senior 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official said 

In comments ahead of the 
visit, Tang has said Japan bas 
never properly acknowledged 
its World War II atrocities. 

• “Japan has never complete- 
ly abandoned its militarist 
past in the same way as 
Germany has with the Nazis," 
Tang said 

“If it were to do so, China 
and other Asian nations 
would not have to keep 
reminding Japan of history so 
often,” he said last week in 
response to reporters’ ques- 
tions in Beijing about the 
visit 

Thursday, the day after 
Jiang arrives, seven represen- 
tatives of former British, 
American, ‘ Australian and 
New Zealand prisoners of war' 
gather in a Tokyo courtroom 
to bear a ruling on their long- 
running claim for compensar 
tiOBL 

The seven plaintiffs repre- 
sent 20,000 people who were 
either prisoners of war or 


civilian internees. The claim 
was launched in 1995. 

The prisoners are c laiming 
$22,000 each. A successful 
judgement would cost the 
Japanese government an esti- 
mated $440 million. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Dutch, Korean and Chinese 
victims have also launched 
separate claims for compen- 
sation. 

British POWs led protests 
by hundreds of people when 
Japan's Emperor Akfoito paid 
a state visit to Britain in May. 

Many turned their backs 
when the emperor drove in a 
horse-drawn carriage to 
Buckingham Palace along- 
side Queen Elizabeth. 

Japan has repeatedly said 
that the issue of war compen- 
sation is closed because all 
claims were settled in 1951 by 
the San Francisco peace 
agreements. 

Earlier this month Briton 
Arthur Thherington of the 
Japanese Labour Camp 
Survivors’. Association 
(JLCSA) said the court case 
had been a long ordeal for sur- 
vivors. 

T can only pray that the 
Japanese court will have 
accepted the justice of our 
case,” be said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CIA obtained full set of 
East German spy records 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. government obtained 
a complete set of secret spy records from East Germany 
in a move considered one of the greatest triumphs of cold 
war espionage shortly after the fall of that cou ntry's 
Communist government. The Washington Post reported. 
The files contained the names and other information 
about citizens of the United States, Britain and West 
Germany who worked for the foreign operations wing of 
the East German state security organisation known as foe 
Stasi, foe newspaper said in Sunday editions. 
Information from foe files was used to convict two peo- 
ple — Theresa Marie Squill acote and Kurt Alan Stand — 
of espionage in Virginia earlier this month, according to 
court records. The Ppst quoted unidentified sources as 
saying the CIA obtained foe files after high-ranking East 
German officials removed them from Stasi officers in 
Berlin and hid them sometime before foe Beilin Wall 
fell The German government earlier this month made its 
latest request that the United States return foe files. 
German intelligence officials have reviewed the records 
at CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia., on several 
occasions, the Post said. The Post said U.S. government 
officials have unofficially confirmed that the CIA is 
holding the files. But an agency spokesman refused to 
acknowledge this, it said, and White House officials 
would not discuss foe files. A CIA officer told foe news- 
paper that details about foe files remain secret because 
disclosure could endanger the lives of anyone who was 
involved in helping the agency obtain them..- - 

Mugabe buys Russian arms 
for Congo war 

HARARE (R) — A Zimbabwean newspaper reported 
Sunday that President Robert Mugabe’s government had 
bought new military equipment from Russia to boost its 
war effort in Congo. “Zimbabwe has acquired new mili- 
tary hardware worth billions of dollars to help beef up its 
presence in foe Democratic Republic of Congo.” the 
independent Zimbabwe Standard said. Zimbabwe 
National Army officials were not available for comment. 
Mugabe has deployed 6,000 troops, backed by tanks and 
warplanes, in the former Zaire to help defend President 
Laurent Kabila against Tutsi-led rebels backed by 
Rwanda and Uganda. The war has also drawn in Angola, 
Namibia and Chad on Kabila’s side. Other sources say 
Libya and Sudan are helping the Congolese president 
The Standard quoted military sources as saying foe arms, 
which include helicopter gunships, fighter and spotter 
planes were worth Z$2 billion ($54 million) and arrived 
in the country three weeks ago. “The untimely fall of 
Kindu and subsequent capture of Zimbabwean soldiers 
has shown our military authorities that unless new strate- 
gies and more sophisticated weapons were purchased for 
the eastern front Zimbabwe and her allies could suffer 
enormous embarrassment from foe rebels,” it quoted a 
military source as saying. Latest efforts to end foe war 
broke up abruptly Saturday after rebels demanded that 
the Kinshasa government be named as a perpetrator of 
genocide- and that Sudan and Chad be named among foe 
belligerents in the three-month-old war. A separate round 
of talks is scheduled to take place on Dec. 6 in the 
Zambian capital, Lusaka. 

30,000 homeless 
following deadly China quakes 

BELONG (AP) — Some 30,000 people are living outside 
in cold winter conditions following a series of earth- 
quakes in southwest China, officials said Sunday. Two 
earthquakes Thursday in foe Ninglang Yi Autonomous 
County in Yunnan province and neighbouring Yanyuan 
County in Sichuan province killed three people and 
injared 1,543, at least 211 of them seriously, officials and 
state media said. The quakes of magnitude 5 and 6.2 
caused 12,370 houses to collapse and damaged another 
161,331, foe Yunnan Civil Affairs Bureau said. The area 
was also hit by three other quakes of magnitude 5 or 
above in October. Following the latest quakes, some 

30.000 people are living outside in snow, rain and night- 
time temperatures as low as zero Celsius, foe bureau 
said. “The situation is extremely serious,” with winter 
clothes, food and medicine lacking, it said. Yunnan’s 
Seismology Bureau said it could not rule out foe possi- 
bility of another quake in the area, foe state-run Xinh ua 
News Agency said. It said 1,000 tents and 1,000 blankets 
were sent to foe area but “are far from adequate.” At an 
emergency meeting Sunday, Yunnan ’s provincial gov- 
ernment ordered foe collection of another 2,000 quilts, 

3.000 blankets, construction material, disinfectants and 
medicine for quake-hit areas.. 

WHO calls for higher taxes, 
other measures against tobacco 

BEUING (AP) — Tobacco smoking is becoming one of 
the worst health disasters in history, and China is being 
badly hit, the director-general of the Wodd Health 
Organisation said Sunday. Gro Harlem Brundtland said 
3J5 million people worldwide will die from smoking this 
year. That figure is expected to triple. to 10 milli on into 
the next century, with possibly around 2 million of foe 
deaths in China, she said in a speech to Beijing’s elite 
Qinghua University. “C hina ’s share of this tragedy may 
be huge.” she said, according to a text of her speech. 
Tobacco is “one of the greatest emerging health disasters 
in human history,” she added. Brundtland called for 
stronger tobacco taxes, curbs on tobacco smuggling and 
enforced bans on tobacco advertising.. To succeed, the 
measures will need “firm political direction and strong 
public support," she added. China now logs foe highest 
number of deaths from smoking of any country, having 
recently overtaken foe United States. If current smoking 
patterns persist in China — where two-thuds of the men 
become smokers before the age of 25 — tobacco will kill 
about 100 million of the 300 million males now under 
30, according to a new study published last week in foe 
British Medical Jour nal. 

8 die in hospital from expired saline 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — — Eight patients in a 
Bangladesh hospital died hours after being given intra- 
venous saline that turned out to be old w hile. 15 others 
developed high fever, newspapers reported Sunday. The 
incident caused panic at the Rangpur Medical College 
Saturday night and doctors immediately removed foe 
saline bottles hooked on to patients who developed foe 
fever, local newspapers reported, quoting officials. The 
government immediately ordered a probe into the deaths 
and the supply last month of some 4,000 bottles of saline 
solution that bad expired in 1982. Details of the incident 
were sketchy. 


<3 


- t 


> ~ 



World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 23, 1998 



Halt development of weapons of mass 
destruction, Clinton tells N. Korea 


United States President Bill Clinton shakes hands with U.S. soldiers after making a speech at Osan Air Force 
Base, Cunton told US. soldiers they must remain vigilant in the face of ‘signs of danger’ from North Korea as 
be toured U.S. bases in South Korea Sunday (Reuters photo) 


OSAN AIR BASE, South 
Korea (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
demanded Sunday that 
North Korea halt efforts to 
develop weapons of mass 
destruction, warning that 
U.S. forces were on guard. 

The toughly worded call 
came in a speech to troops 
and officers at the main U.S. 
Air Force Base in South 
Korea during a visit here 
dominated by fears about 
North Korean weapons pro- 
liferation. 

Clinton urged North Korea 
to abide by a 1994 nuclear 
accord, which .froze its 
nuclear programme and 
eased a potentially explosive 
crisis here, stressing the 
U.S.-South Korea military 
alliance was "stronger than 
ever." 

The call came amid height- 
ened fears over a suspect 
underground sice in North 
Korea that Washington 
believes could be a nuclear 
installation and which 
Pyongyang has refused to 
open unconditionally. 


In terms of weapons of 
mass destruction, “North 
Korea is also a major con- 
cern." he said in the speech 
to officers on the second lull 
day of a visit here overshad- 
owed by concerns over 
Pyongyang's ' nuclear and 
missile ambitions. 

“It must comply with the 
obligations on nuclear non- 
proliferation,'' Clinton 
warned. "North Korea must 
maintain its freeze on, and 
must move ahead to disman- 
tle, its nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme as it has agreed to 
do. ft must comply with its 
obligations under the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty," he 
said. 

"It must stop its efforts to 
develop and proliferate 
chemical and biological 
weapons and ballistic mis- 
siles," the U.S. president 
said in the strongest com- 
ments he has made on the 
issue since his arrival here 
Friday. North Korea and the 
United States signed the 
1994 accord which froze the 
North's suspected nuclear 


weapons progr amm e in 
return for energy aid from 
Washington, Seoul and 
Tokyo. 

But the latest furore over 
the underground site near 
Pyongyang’s main declared 
nuclear site has raised con- 
cern over the viability of the 
deal and has drawn U.S. 
warnings it could be in dan- 
ger unless suspicions are 
cleared 

“We will continue to pres- 
sure North Korea to take 
these steps for peace and 
security” and begin playing 
a constructive role. “We 
must remain ready and 
thanks to you, we wall," he 
told the troops and officers. 

Describing the U.S.-Seoul 
joint military commitment as 
"stronger than ever.” he said 
“no-one can doubt” their 
"commitment to freedom.” 

The visit to the air base — 
and two other key military 
installations, including a 
frontline base — aimed at 
underscoring the strength of 
the U.S. -South Korean mili- 
tary alliance against possible 


aggression from the North. 

“Our stability to succeed in 
promoting peace is uniquely 
(rooted) in the fact that we 
can back up out diplomatic 
efforts, when necessary, with 
military strength," he 
warned 

The comments to the U.S. 
soldiers were far more direct 
and aggressive than those 
Clinton made in a joint press 
conference after summit 
with President Kim Dae- 
Jung Saturday. But be 
reasserted his support for 
Kim's policy of peacefully 
engaging the North in a bid 
to draw it out of its isolation. 
"America will continue to do 
what it takes to ensure the 
security of our citizens, our 
friends and allies and to be a 
friend of peace” in areas 
such as Northern Ireland 
Bosnia, Kosovo and Korea. 

New fears have been 
raised that a suspicious 
nuclear bunker in North 
Korea may be used for 
nuclear purposes. 
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Separated Korean families yearn 
for reunion with loved ones 
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CHANGJON, North Korea 
(AP) — Lee Kang-Ik, 70, 
laboriously climbed the 
peak of a North Korean 
mountain, knelt on the cold 
granite and prayed to be 
rerarifed with the wife and 
daughter he hasn’t seen for 
nearly half a century, 
lord how long will you 
prolong this tragedy? Isn't 
50 years of separation 
enough?" Lee cried as tears 
streamed down his wrin- 
kled face. Overcome with 
emotion, he had to be 
helped down the slope by 
others. 

Lee" was one of about 800 
tourists from South Korea 
off to'- Unprecedented tour" 
BSt -of Diamond 

Mrttatam, 1 a wilderness oT ' 
high crags, steep valleys 
and rushing streams on the 
North's east coast. 

Most of the visitors were 
elderly - North Korean 
ives who were separated' 
from their famili es during 
die 1950-53 Korean war, a 
Lite shared by 10 million 
people on both sides of the 
border. ■ 

No family reunions took 
place.during the tour, a joint 
venture between Seoul's 
Hyundai group and North 
Korea. The five-day, four- 
tight visit ended Sunday 
when 'the tourists' cruise 
slop returned to the South. 
Lee and many other sepa- 
rated families used the visit 
to the mountain to hold 
memorial services for their 
deceased ancestors or pray 
for reanions with lost fami- 
lies. 

Seven- months after the 
Korean war broke out in 
1950,- Lee, then 22, fled to 
Sooth Korea to evade being 
drafted into North Korea's 


army. He left behind a 20- 
year-old wife and a 3- 
month-old daughter. 

“I thought the war would 
end soon and we could be 
reunited,” Lee said, heaving 
a sigh. "Who could have 
imagined that the separa- 
tion would last 50 years — 
and, maybe, forever?” 

Forty years later in 1991, 
Lee. through a friend in the 
United States, found that 
his wife and his daughter, 
48, were still living at his 
native home in Haeju, a 
major city on the North’s 
west coast. 

Pretending that he resides 
in the United States, Lee 
' has Since exchanged- about 
50 'letters with his wife and 
daughter. All of his letters 
were first sent to the United 
States where they were 
remailed to North Korea. 

He has kept his residence 
in South Korea secret even 
to his family in the North, 
because he fears his where- 
abouts could endanger 
them. North Korea report- 
edly persecutes residents 
with immediate relatives in 
enemy South Korea. 

Park Soon-Yong, 76, also 
a refugee from North 
Korea, learned during the 
tour that his mother died in 
a U.S. bombing raid in 
1951. during the heigbr of 
the war. He had Last seen 
her a year before her death. 

After the cruise ship 
arrived at Changjon port 
last Thursday. Park 
approached North Korean 
officials for information 
about his mother, who had a 
fish-processing business in 
the port in 1950, away from 
her family in Pyongyang, 
the capital. 

Responding to his repeat- 


ed appeals. North Koreans 
checked records and told 
him how his mother died. 

Saturday, Park held a 
memorial service for her. 
He set up a makeshift altar 
on a rock on Diamond 
Mountain and made tradi- 
tional deep bows in her 
memory. 

“Mother, I’ve come to 
know today officially for 
the first time that you died 
47 years ago. I've come too 
late. Sony, mother,” he 
recited in a prayer. 

For Kim Taek-Ki. 70, the 
trip brought fresh agony. 

Kim had hoped to locate 
or hear about his parents 
and four brothers he has not 
seen since 1950. The tour 
was scheduled to pass 
through his native village, 
Onjung-Ri, at the foot of 
Diamond Mountain. 

But the village of about 
500 homes was gone. 
Several state retreat centres 
stand where the village 
used to be. Kim found that 
all 2.000 villagers were 
relocated to other areas 20 
years ago. 

Kim. a farmer living in 
eastern South Korea, 
became separated from his 
family when he fled to the 
South a few months after 
the war started and was 
drafted into the South 
Korean army. 

His oldest brother, Kim 
Taek-Sung, was already 
serving in the North Korean 
army. 

"1 might have fought one 
of many battles against my 
brother during the war.” 
Kim said. “What a tragedy. 
So many years have passed 
since the war ended. Bur the 
real war still continues, a 
war against agony.” 


Battle over peers 
in new U.K. 
parliament session 


LONDON (R) — From Baron 
Abercooway to Baron Zouche of 
Haryogwonh, Britain's hereditary 
peers will don their ennine- 
triramed robes Tuesday to bear 
Queen Elizabeth pronounce their 
political death sentence. 

Packed tigfatfy on the red leather 
benches of the House of Lords, the 
elderly scions of Britain’s aristocra- 
cy win assemble to learn their fate 
at the hands of Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s Labour government 

The highlight of the royal speech 
hum the throne in the neo-Gtahic 
splendour of the upper chamber 
will be a promise to take away the 
759 hereditary peers’ right to at and 
vote in die Lords. 

Labour's appetite for the change, 
promised ahead of its May 1997 
general election victory, has been 
sharpened by a series of defeats 
inflicted on it m the Lads, where 
the Conservative opposition has a 
built-in majority. ‘ 

Political sources say Blair has 
slimmed down his programme of 
legislation for the nan year because 
of tire likelihood of prolonged 
trench warfare with the 
Conservative pears. 

Blair's 179-sea majority in the 
House of Commons has up to now 
ensured brisk progress for an ambi- 
tious programme of lawmaking. 

Measures passed in the 18-mraith 
parliamentary session which has 
just ended included new devolved 
assemblies in Scotland and Wales, a 
minimum wage, the independence 
of the Bank of England and educa- 
tional reforms. 

In 1999, the political going is 
likely to be tougher for Blair and his 
ministers as Britain’s economy 
slows (town. Labour still leads the 
Conservatives in the polls by a wide 
margin but is expecting to lose seats 
in next year's European elections 


and in voting far local government. 

Blair’s stimmed-down legislative 
menu is likely to include bills on 
welfare reform, trade union rights 
and financial services, and a new 
form of government for London 
including a directly-elected mayor. 

The government is also commit- 
ted m a biH to lower the age of con- 
sent for homosexual sex from 18 to 
16. another measure which wiQ 
face resistance in the House of 
Lords. 

But plans to introduce a Strategic 
Rafl Authority, a Food Standards 
Agency and a law on freedom of 
information are all thought likely to 
be postponed for ayeac 

Blair, facing discontent in his 
party from leftwingers and grass- 
roots activists whodisUkehis “New 
Labour” approach, may hit trouble 
over welfare reform if, as hinted, 
his plan tries to curb the rise in pay- 
ments to the disabled. 

He gives every sign of relishing 
the scrap ahead over foe removal erf 
hereditary peers, an issue on which 
he can rally support in his own 
pany and paint foe Conservatives 
as foe party of privilege and reac- 
tion. 

The London Tunes warned 
Conservative leader Wiliam 
Hague Friday that he risked repeal- 
ing the same mistake his party 
made the last time a reforming gov- 
ernment took on foe House of 
Lends — in 1909-11. 

On that occasion, foe 
Conservative peers lost at foe hands 
of the Liberals after they opposed a 
radical budget presented by David 
Lloyd George, ok of Blair’s politi- 
cal heroes. 

"An aristocracy," Lloyd George 
declared to foe House of Commons 
ar die height of the constitutional 
battle, “is like cheese: tbeokJeritis, 
the higher h becomes.' 


Myanmar junta says 
opposition must drop 
parliament claim before talks 


YANGON (AFP) — 
Myanmar's junta Sunday 
accused Aung San Suu 
Kyi's opposition of block- 
ing dialogue with the gov- 
ernment, effectively warn- 
ing that detained activists 
were hostages to her 
demands for a meeting of 
parliament 

The fate of hundreds of 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) mem- 
bers confined to govern- 
ment “guest houses" lay 
with NLD leaders, said top 
government spokesman 
Lieutenant Colonel Hla 
Min. 

“The sooner the NLD 
decides to retract their 
intentions to holding this 
parliament, the sooner the 
rest of the people would be 
returned home,” he said at a 
briefing attended by more 
than 30 foreign diplomats 
here. 

NLD leaders called earlier 
this year for the convening 
of the parliament which 
arose out of its landslide 
victory in 1990 polls which 
the military government has 
refused to recognise. 

“Future meetings between 
government and (National 
League for Democracy, 
NLD) leadership are depen- 
dent on the retraction by the 
NLD to have this parlia- 
ment,’' Hla Min said. 

“We had already started 
confidence-building talks 
before the call for the par- 
liament.” “This (call) more 
or less derails the confi- 
dence-building talks.’ 
Pressed by diplomats, Hla 


Min said, however, that 
even if the parliament 
demand was dropped, talks 
with the NLD would not 
immediately follow. 

‘Too many bad feelings 
have come out from the 
NLD’s unilateral decision 
to call a parliament 

‘Wounds have to be 
healed first the retraction of 
this parliament has to be 
done before the dialogue 
process has to begin again," 
he said. 

The NLD, which is due to 
hold its own briefing 
Monday, says it is always 
ready to talk with the gov- 
ernment but officials refuse 
to sit down with Aung San 
Suu Kyi and want to meet 
lower-ranking NLD mem- 
bers. 

The opposition’s demand 
for a parliament prompted 
the junta's nationwide cam- 
paign against the NLD. 
which prompted hundreds 
of activists to leave the 
party after being sec free. 

According to government 
figures Sunday, 384 NLD 
members bad been set free 
and 467 “still remain as 
guests of the government." 

The NLD says 182 MPs 
are detained along with 701 
other activists. 

Junta officials said a fur- 
ther 15 NLD members 
could be set free Sunday. 

Some 12 NLD offices 
have so far closed and 1,422 
people resigned, they said. 

Hla Min denied claims by 
the NLD and diplomats that 
coercion by military intelli- 
gence had prompted the res- 
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Mercenaries should be regulated, 
says leading proponent 


J.ONDON (R) — 

Mercenaries should be 
regulated by the gov- 
ernment or the United 
Nations to restore con- 
fidence in them, one of 
their- -leading propo- 
B ents said in an inter- 
view published 

Sunday, 

The call was made 
by former British 
JHny Colonel Tim 
Spicet who is at the 
centra of a British 
parliamentary probe 
AUo arms supplies to 
Africa. . 

Spicer,. boss of the 
jgffitary _ consulting 
Sandline 
international, called 
for an office ofmerce- 
^*7 regulation which 
Would vet personnel, 

*Pprpye operations 
Jhd - ^sfend observer 
foams.. 

. ^Reguhition . would 
“^ "people to have a 
perception of what we 


really do and dispel 
the idea that we are 
on-the-rampage, out- 
of-control, gun -si log- 
ins undesirables,” he 
told The Sunday 
Telegraph. 

But he stressed that 
regulation would have 
to be speedy and 
secret in order not to 
damage the effective- 
ness of mercenaries. 

Spicer was investi- 
gated by British 
Customs officers this 
vear and the govern- 
ment was forced jo 
order a report into 
whether officials had 
violated British law, 
which banned ‘he sup- 
ply of arms to Sierra 

^Spicer’s firm was 
birtd by Pres>dc»* 

Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, 
ousted in a coup ju 
May 1997, to help him 
return to power. 

He told a parh amen- 


tary committee earlier 
this month that be 
held several meetings 
with British officials 
in December 1997 and 
January 1998 to brief 
them on his plan. 

He said he assumed 
that Britain’s official 
policy of restoring 
Kabbah to power by 
peaceful means had 
been changed in the 
light of events, notably 
the atrocities commit- 
ted by the junta which 
ousted him. 

Kabbah was 

returned to power by 
Nigerian-led forces in 
February. 

Spicer said in his 
interview that 

SandJine did not work 
with terrorists, drugs 
or nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons 
or embargoed govern- 
ments like Iraq and 
Libya. 

But he insisted: 


“Objectively there Is 
nothing wrong with 
providing military 
services to people who 
don’t have them, in 
exactly the same way 
as you get bankers, 
doctors and construc- 
tion workers in Third 
World countries.** 

“We’re not a sort of 
moral-crusading 
white legion that goes 
around the world 
knocking off the bad 
guys” he said. 

“But our commercial 
operations are tem- 
pered with trying to 
do it for the right peo- 
ple and not simply 
because someone 
comes along with a fat 
cheque.” 

However be did 
admit: “Our clients 
may not be democrati- 
cally elected in terms 
we all understand in 
the West but they are 
supported.” 
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Anti-U.S. fervour grows ahead of Anwar’i 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — cannons loaded with yellow The protesters received a "CIA is 


ignationS- 

~“No preconditions have 
been set on the release.” he 
said. 

The junta, known as the 
State Peace and 
Reconciliation Council 
(SPDC), says people have 
left because they are fed up 
with Aung San Suu Kyi's 
leadership. “After the dis- 
cussions they came to the 
understanding that national 
security is more important 
than politics,” said the 
spokesman. 

He said all activists were 
being treated well with free 
medical care and some had 
been allowed home at 
weekends. 

“The government has no 
wish to detain them for any 
longer than necessary." 
Diplomats in Yangon have 
told AFP that the junta is 
trying to systematically 
crush the NLD, aiming ro 
turn it into an “empty shell" 
unable to challenge for 
power. 

The government argues 
the time is not yet right for 
elections it has promised to 
hold after the drafting of a 
constitution. 

The NLD has boycotted 
the drafting process, claim- 
ing generals are hy ing ro 
maintain their grip on 
power by rigging the elec- 
toral system. 

In his briefing, Hla Min 
also said he expected that 
universities, closed since 
1996 amid indications they 
were hotbeds of revolt, 
would reopen soon, perhaps 
before the end of the vear. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Anti-U.S. sentiment gained 
pace in Malaysia Sunday alter 
the detention of four supporters 
of ousted Deputy Premier 
Anwar Ibrahim, whose corrup- 
tion trial resumes here next 
week. 

In northern Perlis state, hun- 
dreds of people burnt an effigy 
of U.S. Via: President AI Gore 
and earned banners condemn- 
ing him at a one-hour gathering 
Sunday, the official news 
agency Bemama reported. 

The government, meanwhile, 
plans to launch a nationwide 
campaign next week which it 
says will allow people to vent 
their frustrations over alleged 
foreign meddling. 

“The purpose is to get a true 
picture of the feelings of the 20 
million Malaysians about prob- 
lems facing the country” 
Information Minister 

Mohammad Rahmat was quot- 
ed as saying in the Sunday Stan 

But opposition leader Lim 
Kit Siang warned of a govern- 
ment crackdown on dissent fol- 
lowing foe Saturday arrest of 
Tran Chua, who heads an oppo- 
sition coalition. 

Chua was among four people 
detained after police used water 


cannons loaded with yellow- 
dye to disperse up to 200 pro- 
testers at a Muslim neighbour- 
hood here late Saturday. 

Urn said Chita's arresL may 
“mark a massive crackdown 
against dissent in Malaysia, 
ushering in a new dark age for 
democracy in the country” and 
called for his immediate and 
unconditional release. 

Human rights group. Voice of 
the Malaysian People 
(Suarara), charged that Chua 
was “singled out and arbitrarily 
arrested.” 

Suarara coordinator 

Elizabeth Wong voiced con- 
cern that Chua and the other 
detainees would only be 
brought to court Monday and 
warned this might constitute an 
“illegal detention” as “anyone 
arrested must be brought to a 
magistrate within 24 hours." 

“No one, especially the 
police, is above the law," she 
said in a statement 

Since Anwar's sacking and 
arrest cm 10 charges of corrup- 
tion and sodomy in September, 
his supporters have mounted 
weekly demonstrations calling 
on Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad to end his 17-year 
rule. 


The protesters received a 
boost from Gore, who on a visit 
here last week praised “brave” 
Malaysians calling for reforms. 
Malaysia has warned 
Washington will be made 
accountable for any “rupture” 
in its multiracial harmony. 

However, Gore’s remarks 
have instead sparked a wave of 
patriotic fervour, with Kuala 
Lumpur awash with national 
flags and indignant politicians 
and newspapers continuing 
their anti-U.S. tirade. 

The leading Malay newspa- 
per Utusan Mingguan in its 
Sunday editorial said it would 
not be surprising if the United 
States wanted to topple 
Mahathir. 

“To America, Mahathir is a 
difficult leader to deal with 
because be is not stupid and not 
a follower," it said. 

It warned Malaysians against 
what it said were efforts by the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) to break up the 
country. 

“According to a report in 
Jakarta, foe troubles in 
Indonesia and Malaysia are the 
work of big political powers 
carried out by the CIA through 
its agents,” it said. 


“CIA is everywhere. Their 
job becomes easy when foe 
local people are prepared to 
become agents or allowed 
- themselves to be used,” it said 

The New Sunday Times 
slammed the U.S. vice presi- 
dent, saying only a “mentally 
incapacitated person of Gore’s 
stature would suggest that street 
violence is the legitimate way 
of bringing down a democrati- 
cally-elected government. 

“If he thinks be can interfere 
with impunity in foe affairs of a 
sovereign nation and there are 
people in this country who are 
willing to accept his handouts, 
he should use his influence, his 
power and his money to assist 
them at foe polls. 

'Yes, our democracy is not 
perfect but the American 
democracy is even less per- 
fect.” it said. Malayan is due to 
hold its general elections by 
mid-2000. 

Anwar, who has been refused 
bail is now on trial for four of 
the corruption charges. The trial 
was halted during last week's 
Asia-Pacific summit in Kuala 
Lumpur and is set to resume 
Monday. Dares for his trial on 
the other six charges will be set 
in June. 
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Commendable trend 


THE GOVERNMENT decision on Saturday to 
halt the sale of the Iraqi Petroleum Company 
(IPC) pipelines is a brave decision. Whether the 
sale was legal or not, the government’s reaction 
to parliamentary and media charges that the 
deal was unfair to Jordan is a commendable 
decision that reflects tbe government’s respect 
for Parliament and the media and its commit- 
ment to fighting corruption and ensuring trans- 
parency. 

Although the decision to sell the pipeline, 
made by the previous government, seems to 
have been taken in accordance with recognised 
government procedures, there is nothing wrong 
with investigating the deal to quell all specula- 
tion about its propriety. 

In October, the government apologised for any 
perceived mistreatment of foreign workers dur- 
ing a crackdown on illegal labourers. 
Saturday’s decision and October’s apology are 
rare practices. 

But governments are finding it increasingly 
easier to positively address public demands 
rather than dismiss them outright. Most impor- 
tantly, by deciding to halt the sale of the .EP£ ;| 
pipeline, the government demonstrates that it 
trusts the press. 

This will hopefully lead to more newspapers 
probing more issues in order to help the gov- 
ernment ensure that transparency of all govern- 
mental, and non-goveramental, actions are 
guaranteed. The media, though not elected like 
parliament, feels that it has to live to their hon- 
orary title as the fourth estate. By reporting on 
poverty, unemployment, corruption and abuse 
of office, the media only lends a hand to the 
administration to ensure clean governance. The 
laws of the land can always be used to deter any 
journalist from making false accusations. 

But journalists should always be encouraged 
to look for news and expose abuse for the sake 
of a healthy country. 

While we recognise that no other government 
in the Arab World apologises for its actions or 
appoints committees. to investigate possible cor- 
ruption. we are very proud of our democratic 
system that allows newspapers to investigate 
and the government to respond. What we need 
is to encourage this trend and make it part of 
our political culture. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Al RaTs Fahed Fanek defended Jordan's position in 
the latest crisis between Iraq and the United Nations 
saying that although Jordan did not voice its opposition 
to a military strike against Iraq, it did not blame Iraq for 
failing to heed U.N. demands, unlike Syria, Egypt and 
six Arab Gulf countries. It is beyond Jordan's ability to 
stop the United States and Britain attacking Iraq, said i 
Fanek. yet Iraq is an Arab country. Whether Jordan 
maintains good relations with Iraq or not, the Iraqi peo- 
ple are Arabs and Jordanians are concerned about them. 
Fanek stressed the importance of ties between the two 
countries saying that the Jordanian-Iraqi trade volume 
makes up 24 per cent of Jordan's exports, and if the 
sanctions are lifted this number will rise. Jordan did 
oppose the attack on Iraq but nor did it cow-tail to the 
U.S. stand, said the writer. 

Al Dustour’s editorial commented on Israeli measures 
in the occupied West Bank, which aim to undermine the 
Wye River memorandum recently signed. The paper 
said the hardline government of the Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu withdrew from only 1.8 
per cent of Area C while "according to the deal Israel 
must withdraw' from two per cent. Israel also did not 
free political prisoners as the deal stipulates, but instead 
freed criminals imprisoned for theft and other such 
charges. Israel alone changed the demarcation lines of 
the borders, added the Arabic daily. Al Dustour cau- 
tioned from harbouring too much optimism on the 
future of the peace process while the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment remains in office. 


Creativity at work is the key to success 


THE LEVEL of value added usually measures the com- 
petitiveness of a nation or an industry. In short, it is back 
to the old but highly relevant adage, “it is not what you 
produce but how you produce it.” But. the most impor- 
tant requirement for generating value added in this high- 
ly uncertain and swiftly-changing world is creativity. In 
tbe developing world, to which Jordan is not an excep- 
tion, creativity is espoused and cherished with little mod- 
esty at the institutional level, yet combated ever so stub- 
bornly at the grassroots. 

However, creativity at the workplace can be nourished 
to fruition or eliminated by torrents of jealousy and a 
love of the status quo: smart managers better do the for- 
mer. 

According to a recent article in the Harvard Business 
Review, creativity in the workplace consists of three 
overlapping components which managers should 
endeavour to influence; these components are expertise, 
motivation and creative thinking skills. Expertise, which 
Herbert Simon — the economics Nobel Laureate — calls 
“the network of possible wanderings," is the intellectual 
space used by the person to approach the solution to a 
problem. It refers to the technical, procedural, and intel- 
lectual knowledge of a person without which the creative 
process would most likely be unproductive. The employ- 
er .by hiring the best trained and training those with 
potential caii give tools to facilitate creativity. 


The second component is motivation, which comes in 
two forms; extrinsic and intrinsic. Extrinsic motivation is 
a motivation that comes from outside the work or task; it 
is merely a reward-punishment mechanism, such as 
money. Money does not create a passion for the work; it 
simply makes people fear losing their financial benefits. 
Furthermore, it is extremely doubtful that money, when 
used to encourage someone to work harder, would cause 
one to become more creative. Moreover, it is well estab- 
lished in economics that incremental increases in wages 
eventually lead people to want to work less. The intrinsic 
motivation comes from within the person. It emerges 
when people feel motivated primarily by interest, satis- 
faction and challenge of the work itself and not by exter- 
nal pressures. They view work as a hobby, which they 
love to do — this is similar to Michael Jordan's ‘‘love for 
the game," or what Albert Einstein called “enjoyment of 
seeing and searching." The novelist, John Irving, in 
explaining the long hours be spent at writing, said, “tbe 
unspoken factor is love. The reason I can work so hard at 
my writing is that it’s not work for me." The easiest thing 
in' the world is to create extrinsic motivation, but to make 
one's work also tbe center of pleasure is a hard and diffi- 
cult affair. 

The third component is creative thinking skills, which 
determine how flexible or imaginative people are in deal- 
ing with problems at work. It is about people’s capacity 
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Iraq: Practice makes perfect 


By Gwynne Dyer 

BY MY count, this has 
been the eighth ‘confronta- 
tion' between Iraq and the 
United States since Saddam 
Hussein's forces were 
expelled from Kuwait in 
1991. If practice makes per- 
fect, then they should be 
ready for the big time pret- 
ty soon now. 

All eight confrontations 
have been over the Iraqi 
dictator's attempts to stop 
the United Nations Special 
-Commission (UNSCOM) 
from eliminating his 
remaining weapons of mass 
destruction. But there was 
always a compromise in the 
end: Saddam made promis- 
es of compliance /which 
nobody believed), and the 
inspectors went back to 
work. For a. while, it looked 
as it would end differently 
this time. 

In a classic Saddam mis- 
calculation (‘Let's attack 
Iran! Let's invade 
Kuwait!’), he banned sur- 
prise inspections by 
UNSCOM in August. Last 
month, thinking that 
President Bill Clinton 
would be so weakened by 
the U.S. mid-term congres- 
sional elections that he 
could take no action 
abroad, Saddam raised the 
stakes by ending all cooper- 
ation with UNSCOM 
inspectors until U.N. sanc- 
tions were lifted. 

Wrong again: the elec- 
tions were effectively a 
vote of confidence in 
Clinton. And that led direct- 
ly to the urgent withdrawal 
of all U.N. personnel from 
Iraq on November II on 
what amounted to orders 
from Washington. This 
lime, tbe U.S. and Britain 
were actually eager to go- 
ahead with air stokes. 

They would have been far 
heavier than the pinprick 
raids of the past, targeting 
Iraq’s air defences, suspect- 
ed strategic weapons, and 
the Republican Guard, 


Saddam's own special 
troops. They might have 
continued for weeks. But 
the goal would not really 
have been to get UNSCOM 
back into operation. Quite 
the contrary. 

Over the past seven years. 
UNSCOM has done some 
useful duty. It has destroyed 

38.000 shells and bombs 
loaded with poison gas, and 

480.000 litres of bulk 
chemical warfare agents. It 
has eliminated 48 ballistic 
missiles, and it has ensured 
that Iraq's nuclear weapons 
programme stays dead. But 
as Saddam's regime gradu- 
ally regained confidence 
after the shattering defeat of 
the Gulf war. UNSCOM's 
successes have grown 
fewer and fewer. 

it has not managed to 
track down Iraq's VX 
(nerve - gas) facilities, 
though it found hard evi- 
dence that the lethal gas has 
actually been loaded into 
warheads. It has not found 
‘the black hole’: the miss- 
ing 17 tonnes of biological 
growth medium that w'ould 
allow the regime to produce 
three times the quantity of 
anthrax toxin it has admit- 
ted to possessing. And the 
increasingly defiant behav- 
iour of the Iraqi regime 
makes it unlikely that it 
ever could. 

Saddam began the previ- 
ous ‘confrontation/ in 
February, by declaring that 
large areas around his many 
‘presidential palaces' were 
immune to inspection. The 
Western allies threatened to 
rain destruction down on 
him from the air if he didn’t 
let the UNSCOM inspec- 
tors in. And U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan flew to 
Baghdad at the last moment 
and got Saddam's agree- 
ment to let them visit the 
‘palaces’ if they behaved 
respectfully and didn't do it 
too often. ’ 

It was all pure theatre. 
Saddam was deliberately 
tweaking the U.N.'s tail. 


hoping to split the hawks on 
the Security Council, the 
U.S. and Britain, from the 
French and Russians, who 
would really rather end 
sanctions so they could 
make money by trading 
with Iraq. 

The United States huffed 
and puffed, but clearly did 
not believe that bombs 
would gain the inspectors 
entry. And Annan collected 
a little diplomatic credit by 
brokering a deal that gave 
both sides a pretext to avoid 
immediate shooting (even 
though nobody really 
believed it would be kept). 

While Saddam waited for 
the next opportunity to 
press his advantage, how- 
ever, a basic rethink was 
going on in Washington. 

You cannot treat a nation 
of 20 million with a ruthless 
dictator as an occupied 
country (which is what 
complete freedom of 
inspection for UNSCOM 
implies) if you are not will- 
ing to commit die troops 
and actually occupy it. 
Instead, your unenforceable 
demands simply allow the 
dictator to stage a crisis 
whenever he wants — and 
with each fudged outcome, 
he erodes more of your 
credibility. 

The radical solution is to 
stop trying. Save face by 
bombing the stuffing out of 
Iraq’s military the next time 
Saddam stages a crisis, but 
accept that die result will be 
that UNSCOM will never 
be allowed to operate in the 
country again (for bombing 
alone cannot bring Saddam 
to his knees). 

You won't be able to hunt 
down Saddam's strategic 
weapons projects any more, 
but it wasn't working any- 
way. His defiance will give 
you the pretext to maintain 
sanctions practically forev- 
er — and if vour intelli- 
gence is good enough, you 
still have the option of 
bombing any new Iraqi 
weapons systems before 


they can be used. 

Saddam missed this shift 
in American thinking. All 
he saw was growing pres- 
sure from France, Russia 
and China to end sanctions 
on Iraq, and growing reluc- 
tance among his Arab 
neighbours to provide bases 
for strikes against him. So 
he overplayed his hand. 

By openly defying the 
U.N. resolution on arms 
inspection just as his 
friends on the Security 
Council were making 
progress in their campaign 
to end sanctions, Saddam 
infuriated the Russians and 
French. The Clinton admin- 
istration delayed its 
response until after the 
elections, but it was secret- 
ly hugging itself with 
delight. 

It believed that it could 
now counter-balance 
Saddam's victory over 
UNSCOM (which was 
inevitable in the long run) 
by a spectacular aerial bom- 
bardment of Iraq — and 
Saddam was so clearly in 
the wrong in disobeying 
U.N. resolution on weapons 
inspection that his cam- 
paign to end sanctions was 
doomed. 

But once again, Saddam 
has managed to pull back at 
the last moment, to the 
intense frustration of U.S. 
government. The inspectors 
have resumed their (basi- 
cally hopeless) task, and the 
aerial assault has had to be 
called off. But the crisis has 
just been postponed: 
Saddam will not abandon 
his quest for chemical and 
biological weapons, and the 
U.S. will seize on the first 
sign of non- compliance to 
launch the attack it had to 
abort this time. 

And next time, there will 
be no warning. 

The writer is an indepen- 
dent London-based journal- 
ist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries. 


to put existing ideas together in new combmawns. frf 
other words, one must avoid entering the laiTiOfJhe^ 
not rock the boat," group; those who admire tfctatos 
quo, the dinosaurs of any organisation. And we inust not 
forget that we carry biases within us that^namtem the i 
status quo. ft was no coincidence that the first automo- 
biles were called horseless carriages, they even looked 
very similar to the buggies they replaced. Employees, to 
be creative thinkers must force themselves to" chobse 
especially when there are several altemativesjhat-are 
better than the status quo. Unfortunately, Whole 
economies in countries whose institutions aspire .mainly 
to maintain political stability at any cost to thfc eccm^ty" 
stimulate the growth of tbe non-mover/shaker genre and 
lose a nation. 

How can managers make a creative woridpree? 
Through challenge, freedom, resources, work-group, 
supervisory encouragement, and organisational support.' 

The worker must be constantly challenged in an "envi- 
ronment that encourages freedom of thought and express 
si on, provided there are ample resources to create and- 
implement in a work-group environment where people 
share knowledge and create synergies while being con^ 
tinually encouraged to bring about their personal best in 
a transparent organisation that supports merit and frees 
the mind from frivolous activities caused by bureaucrat- 
ic chaos and red tape. 
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Unethical practices in 
private schools 

To the editor: 

I AM REALLY disappointed with the lack of ethics 
and professional practices in private schools these 
days. I am speaking of specific instances where school 
administrators are calling good teachers' who/are 
already under contract and tempting them to leave 
their jobs for more money. How can an educa tion^ 
institution which is supposedly responsible for teacSs 
mg morals and values to young people participate id 
such a “dog-eat-dog” practice? . 

I strongly believe it is our responsibility as educators 
to set good examples for our students. If this kind of 
unethical behaviour continues, I really fear for this 
society in coming generations. 

Dr. Sue Dahdah, 
director of Abdul Hamid Sharaf School 
e-mail: AHSS@go.com. jo 
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To the editor: 

YOUR CONTINUED coverage of the “Water Case" 
carries with it obvious bias against the officials of the 
Water Authority at a time when the case is being 
viewed by the competent court. There has also been 
embarrassing errors in your reports that, if taken as 
facts, will jeopardise the rights of the defendants who 
pleaded not guilty. 

For one thing, the water problem never entailed the 
occurrence of “foul smelling" and “discolouring of 
water" as your article stipulated in your issue of 
November 22. 

This same error has been repeated all along, and 
with it was another embarrassing error that claimed 
the water had in it “human waste" and. other pollu- 
tants. Although not intended, such misinformation is 
misleading to the public and to officials, and definite- 
ly jeopardises the rights of the defendants. 

Now that the heated accusations have cooled down, 
I believe it is time for the Jordan Times to look deep: 
er into the “Water Case.” It may be surprising to you 
and to many of your readers that the “Case" is not 
well- founded, and, contrary to your repeated reports, 
the “pollution" and “contamination" as defined by law 
have never, in fact, occurred. i 

Haven’t you noted that there has not been a single 
case of disease reported throughout the- - crisis'? 
However, yours was not the only paper that over- 
looked these facts, even official information media 
have fallen into this and other pitfalls regarding the 
subject. It is worth your effort to investigate the insti- 
gation and the prime motives behind the press assault, 
on the water officials and the blow up of a manageable 
“Water Supply Crisis" into a criminal case that 
shocked the majority of officials. Your coverage since 
mid July has been biased against honest, dedicated 
and credible officials whose integrity and track record 
are beyond suspicion. 

You have printed their names time and again when, 
the tradition has been to withhold the names of defen- 
dants even if the charges against them are such crimi- 
nal offences as drug trafficking and murder. It is only 
fair of you to start the effort to reveal the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth. This, after all. is 
the best service to the public, and is the goal of the 
press in the democracy that we ail cherish. 

Dr. Muntber Haddadin 
Former Minister of Water and Irrigation 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from iff 
readers on any issue they wish to tackle . Letters intended for 
publication should contain the writer’s full name and prefer- 
ably address as welL blames can be withheld upon request but 
only under special circumstances. Letters are subject to e£t- 
ing and abridging. 
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Searching for biblical Luhith in the Wadi ‘Isal area 


(Note: This is the second of two articles 
on archaeological investigations in and 
around the Wadi 'Isal, along die south- 
east coast of the Dead Sea.) 

ONE OF the great but often inconclu- 
sive pleasures of Jordan’s antiquities 
is the attempt to identify known 
archaeological sites with places men- 
tioned in ancient texts, such as the 
Bible, Egyptian and Assyrian texts, 
individual inscriptions, or the writ- 
ings of Christian and Muslim pil- 
grims during the past two mill ennia. 
One such project that is particularly 
fascinating has been the attempt to 
identify the site called Luhith in sev- 
eral biblical passages, and also known 
from Nabataean, Roman, and Byzan- 
tine era texts. 

In 1979, the German scholar Dr. 
Siegfried Mittmann made a six-day 
reconnaissance survey of Wadi ‘Isal 
in an attempt to identify antiquities 
sites that could help determine 
whether Wadi ‘Isal was die “Ascent of 
Luhith” of the books of the Prophets 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, a place also 
mentioned by the church historian 
Eusebius in the early 4th Century AD 
as “Leutha.” To determine the loca- 
tion of the Ascent of Luhith, however, 
one had first to figure out where 
Luhith itself was located. 

Scholars have long seen Luhith as a 
town in Moab, located somewhere on 
the western slopes of the Moabite 
plateau, perhaps between Rabbah and 
Zoar. The two places where it is men- 
tioned in the Bible (Isaiab 15:5 and 


Jeremiah 48:5) are in the context of 
God's prophecies about the destruc- 
tion of Moab, when fleeing refugees 
will cry as they walk on ‘the ascent of 
Luhith’ or ‘up the way to Luhith.' The 
text suggests that the refugees walked 
up from the valley to the plateau, as 
Mittmann believes, though other 
scholars think it refers to a flight of 
refugees from the Moabite plateau 
towards the valley. 

Isiah 15 says: ‘My heart cries out 
over Moab; her fugitives flee as far as 
Zoar, as far as Eglath-shelishiyah. 
They go up the way to Luhith, weep- 
ing as they go: on the road to Horon- 
aim they lament their destruction.” 
The passage in Jeremiah reads: 
“...Moab will be broken; her little 
ones will cry out. They go up the way 
to Luhith, weeping bitterly as they go; 
on the road down, to Horonaim 
anguished cries over the destruction 
are heard.” The biblical references to 
the “ascent of Luhith" suggested to 
Mittmann and other scholars that 
“Luhith must have been a town locat- 
ed on the slopes of the Trans-Jordan- 
ian moun tains or on a route ascending 
from the Dead Sea to the Moabite 
plateau, namely from the area around 
Seil en-Numera (Wadi Numeira),” 
Mittmann has written. 

Nabataean evidence 

More evidence came from a 
Nabataean tomb inscription that was 
found in Madaba earlier this century, 
and dated to the 46th year of the reign 


of the Nabataean King Aretas IV, 
which would be 37 AD. It refers to 
two men, a grandfather and grandson 
both called ‘Ytybl The younger 
‘Ytybl was identified as “the com- 
mander of the military camp located 
in/by Luhithu and Abarta.” 

He served at the camp at Luhith, but 
lived in Madaba, which is why the 
tomb and inscription were found 
there. Mi ttmann concluded from this 
information that . a permanent 
Nabataean military camp was located 
at or near Luhith, for the purpose of 
protecting an obviously strategic road 
that was called the “ascent of Luhith” 
in tire Bible. 

Eusebius wrote in the 4th Century 
AD: “...berween Areopolis and Zoora. 
there is a village which is now called 
Luetha.” 

Areopolis is modern Rabbah, and 
Zoora (the former biblical Zoar) is 
modem Safi. Mittmann believes that 
the mention of Luetha in relation to 
these two towns means that Luetha 
was located on a Roman road linking 
the towns. He believes this was the 
same road indicated on the Late 
Roman road map known as the Tabu- 
la Peutingeriana (Peutinger Table), 
linking Rabbah with the site of 
Thamaro in the north-west Wadi 
‘Araba (south-west of the Dead Sea). 
The Peutinger Table is a Medieval 
map probably based on a copy of a 
2nd Century AD Roman era listing of 
cities by the writer Ptolemy. More 
hints about the location of Luhith 
came from a 2nd Century AD Hebrew 


contract from the Bar Kochba collec- 
tion, about the distribution of lands 
leased by men from the region of ‘Ain 
Gedi, west of the Dead Sea. The doc- 
ument mentioned that two of these 
men were originally “from ha- 
L uhith— which (lies) by Mahoz- 
* Asallam," referred to as a village in 
the district of Zoar, or modem Safi. 
The name Mahoz, or ‘‘port,” reflects 
the area where the settlement of 
‘A gal tain was located — probably, 
Mitt mann says, in the north bay of the 
LLs an Pe nins ula, along the south-east 
coast of the Dead Sea. 

Wadi ‘Isal road 

He concludes that the well-document- 
ed and well-preserved Roman road in 
Wadi ‘Isal is the same one referred to 
by Eusebius, which is also mentioned' 
in the . Peutinger Table. After he 
walked the Wadi ‘Isal area and exam- 
ined all possible sites that could be 
associated with Luhith. Mittmann 
concluded that die Iron Age remnants 
of biblical Luhith are to be found at 
the modem village of Kathraba, at the 
east end of Wadi ‘Isal, nine kilome- 
tres south-west of Karak. 

The site also fits the criteria of die 
Madaba Nabataean inscription, for a 
Nabataean military camp existed west 
of Kathraba, on the other side of a 
small gorge, at the hilltop site known 
today as Tell el-Medan. There is an 
Iron Age fort at the south end of the 
s ummi t of the hill, and an 80 x. 50- 
metre Nabataean fort at the north end. 


almost certainly the “military camp 
by Luhithu” mentioned in the 1st 
Century AD Madaba Nabataean 
tombstone. 

Some other scholars also believe 
that Luhith may be the same site as 
ancient Eglaim (or Eglajim), which is 
mentioned in Isaiah 15:8 as a town in 
Moab. It was known as Agaliim, 
Agalain and E glaim Agalla in the 
Hellenistic era, and Aigalleim in the 
Roman period. Its precise location is 
not known, but is widely assumed to 
have been located south-west of 
Karak. The modem agricultural vil- 
lage of Mazra’a in this area, along the 
eastern Dead Sea coast is sometimes 
suggested as a plausible candidate for 
Eglaim. 

Horonaim? 

The biblical passages above also 
mention the road to Horonaim (or 
Horonajim), which was a sanctuary 
town of Moab located near Zoar 
(modem Safi). Horonaim was also 
listed in the mid-9th Century BC 
inscription of King Mesha of Moab. 
The biblical references to Horonaim 
are in die context of fugitives fleeing 
Moab, who would “raise a cry of 
destruction on the road to Horonaim” 
(Isaiah 15:5), and who would raise a 
great cry for the destruction and des- 
olation of Moab (Jeremiah 48:3.534). 

The Mesha Inscription says: “...the 
house [of... ] vid dwelt in Horonaim 
[...J and Chemosh said to me: ‘Go 
down! Fight against Horonaim.’ And I 



went down; and [I fought against the 
town, and I took it; and] Chemosh 
[restojred it in my days.” 


These passages have been translated 
in various biblical versions as ‘the 
road to Horonaim,’ the descent of 
Horonaim,’ ‘the way of Horonaim,’ 
and ‘the road down to Horonaim’ — 
all of which jpresumably refer to the 
established ancient road from the area 
of the Lisan Penins ula and Zoar to 
Horonaim. Karak and the Moabite 
Plateau. 

The location of Horonaim is 
unknown, but many scholars place it 
north of Wadi Nimrin, in the Southern 
Ghors along the south-east Dead Sea 
foothills or coastal plain. One candi- 
date for Horonaim is the site of ed- 
Deir, south-west of Rabbah. Scholars 
who believe Horonaim was located 
further to the north-east, on the 
Moabite plateau, suggest possible 
candidates for its location as Tell 
Meidan, el-’Iraq, Ai, and Khirbet 
Dhafaab. 1 


Economy, trade to top 
agenda in talks today 


Jordan, Syria to establish early warning 
system to monitor Yarmouk River water 


Aziz calls Butler’s 
demands ‘provocative’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ionian will be seeking an 
improved transput arrange- 
ment to move goods into the 
Palestinian territories, said an 
official at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. The King- 
dom currently exports prod- 
ucts via a back-to-back sys- 
tem. which requires that goods 
are loaded, unloaded and 
reloaded several times before 
reaching their final destination. 
Jordan complains that die sys- 
tem is time consuming, expen- 
sive and. in some cases, dam- 
ages the goods. 

The official said Jordan 
would like to see a point-to- 
point system, where Jordanian 
\ lorries would travel directly to 
a designated area in either the 
self-ruk areas of the Gaza 
Strip or Jericho to be retrieved 
by Palestinian trucks. 

To reduce the cost and dura- 
tion of standards and specificar 
tions testing on the Israeli 
sides, Amman and Tel Aviv 
agreed last March to allow' the 
Royal Scientific Society to test 
12 commodities. According to 
the official. Jordan is seeking 
to expand this list. 

Additionally, the controver- 
sial Qualified Industrial Zone 
in Irbid — an industrial zone 
that promises duty and quota 
free access to U.S. markets if 
products meet criteria laid out 
by the United States — will be 
tabled. Currently. Jordan and 
Israel are haggling over the 
amount of Israeli content input 
that should be required before 
access is secured. 

According to the original 
agreement initialled at the 
Doha economic conference 
last November, Jordan and 
Israel are each required to con- 
tribute 1 1.7 per cent of the total 
content Talks held in August 
stipulated that the contribution 
would be lowered to eight per 
cent in response to Jordanian 


(Continued from page 1) 

Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi told the radio that 
Israel will ‘‘certainly not 
release members of Hamas, or 
murderers of women, children 
and innocent civilians" 

Netanyahu on Saturday 
rejected out of hand Palestin- 
ian calls for the release of 
more political prisoners and 
warned that Israel’s position 
would not change. “We 
wouldn't free baby-killers and 
bomb-planters for anything in 
the world, especially shortly 
' after they’ve committed their 
• crimes;” Netanyahu said. 

“I advise the Palestinians not 
to hold any illusions on the 
matter.” he said, Adding that 
the Jewish state- would not 


concerns that the cost of pro- 
duction would be driven too 
high if industrialists were to 
indude an 1 1 .7 per cent Israeli 
input 

But Jordan and Israel cannot 
come to agreement over the 
duration of the reduction to 
right per cent. Jordan current- 
ly prefers that tbe reduction 
becomes a permanent condi- 
tion, while Israel argues that it 
„ should be for one or two years 
"almost " ” 

Today’s talks are a continua- 
tion of a quadrilateral “meet- 
ing” between Jordan, the 
PNA, Israel and the U.S., host- 
ed last week in Jerusalem dur- 
, ing a visit to tbe region by U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce 
William Daley. 

I Daley was in the region to 
, identify U.S. business oppor- 
, [unities and to bolster regional 
economic cooperation in wake 
of the Wye. River Plantation 
accord signed Oct 23 between 
Israel and the PNA. The com- 
merce secretary said that Jor- 
dan’s opportunities in the West 
Bank “should be greater than 
they are.” 

He also said he believed tbe 
U.S. could “cake steps” to 
remove obstacles that conflict 
with the free flow of goods and 
workers in the region. 

An Israeli embassy official 
told the Jordan Tunes that 
“both Sharon and Sharansky 
have made a decision to cut all 
the red tape blocking Jordan- 
ian trade.” in line with Jordan- 
ian complaints that Tel Aviv is 
to blame for the low level of 
trade between Jordan and both 
the PNA and Israel. 

But Jordanian officials 
expect that the outcome of 
today's discussions will be 
contingent on trade talks 
between the PNA and Israel, 
which began last week and are 
expected to conclude in five 
weeks time. 


release any prisoners “impli- 
cated in murders” or ‘‘belong- 
ing to Islamist groups.” 

Israel “never undertook at 
Wye Plantation to free prison- 
ers with Jewish blood on their 
hands or belonging to Islamist 
groups,” Netanyahu’s office 
insisted in a statement. 

Sources in the Israeli army 
told AFP that such a fonnular 
tion excluded virtually all 
Palestinian political prisoners 
in Israeli jaik 

Israeli television reported 
that the army had proposed 
releasing non-Islamist prison- 
ers even if they had "Jewish 
blood on their hands' 1 but that 
Netanyahu had rejected the 
proposal. Around 3,000 Pales- 
tinian prisoners remain in 
Israeli jails. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mahasneh and Hadidi 
due to address a joint press 
conference on Monday, 
are expected to provide 
more details on how Dam- 
ascus planned to deal with 
30 ditches and pumping 
facilities to store river 
vyater ipsieje Syria — ,a 
main concemfor Amman, • 
Jordanian officials claim-, 
these ditches have helped 
reduce the flow of the 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mulki also told the Jordan 
Times that all pipelines 
were stored at the Aqaba 
Region Authority pending 
the completion of investiga- 
tions into die legality of the 
bid. 

The minister showed will- 
ingness to go through all 
studies conducted to deter- 
mine the feasibility of using 
the IPC pipelines in oil and 
water projects. 

“We'll go through all the 
studies that were made in 
the early 1990s for die pos- 
sible use of the pipelines, 
and also the current condi- 
tion of tiie pipelines that 
were used in foe early 1950s 
and 1960s in water pro- 


Jordan and Israel conclud- 
ed 15 agreements, originally 
designed as confidence- 
building measures in what 
has been conventionally 
referred to as “soft security,” 
as one analyst described the 
accords. 

In foe past few years suc- 
cessive governments have 
forged ahead with the nor- 
mahsation process with 
Israel, signing numerous 
agreements on trade, water, 
transport and agriculture, but 
few projects have actually 
left the drawing board. 

Although there are no offi- 
cial statistics available, tire 
general population, half of 
which is of Palestinian ori- 
gin, has been reluctant to fol- 
low foe government's lead, at 
least openly, and do business 
with the country’s western 
neighbour. Analysts cite ide- 
ological resistance, as well as 
foe stigma attached to deal- 
ing with what many still see 
as the “occupation force.” as 
reasons for the recalcitrance. 

Israel’s Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Oded Eran. preferring to 
look at the glass as “half JfolT 
rather than “half empty,” dis- 
agrees. 


Yarmouk River from 470 
milli on mem a year to 270 
mem in the Adassiyeh bor- 
der area. 

On Saturday. Water and 
Energy Minister Hani 
Mulki said the dam project 
would be feasible if such 
construction works stop. 

The dam is expected to 
take three ajgd half year^tcT 
be bufltj.accoroing -toahc^ 
officials: -i'i: 

Israel agreed to give fhe v 
Kingdom over 200 mem 


jects," Mulki added. 

He added that about 13 
kilometres of pipelines that 
were used in water projects 
are now worn out and no 
longer fit for use. 

However, officials said 
most of the main pipes were 
removed during foe 1950s 
and 1960s for use in several 
projects to secure domestic 
water supplies, leaving other 
sections of foe underground 
pipeline to decay. 

Tbe government also 
decided to investigate all 
bidding procedures that 
took place last July, in order 
to make sure of all legalities. 

However, a government 
official said that a special 
committee was formed to 
supervise the sale, and 


“There are hundreds of 
businessmen from both sides 
doing business; they may be 
small in volume, but they do 
exist,” he told the Jordan 
Times in an interview, adding 
that there are Israeli agricul- 
ture experts coming to Jordan 
on a daily basis doing busi- 
ness and sharing their exper- 
tise. 

In addition to regaining 
land and water, foe govern- 
ment sold foe peace treaty as 
a gateway to regional eco- 
nomic prosperity that would 
translate into improved stan- 
dards of living at home. 

Under the treaty, Jordan 
would receive 150 million, 
cubic metres (mem) of water 
annually. Thus for, Israel has 
been providing Jordan with 
60 mem pa year of water 
from Lake Tiberias. Money 
for costly desalination and 
wastewater, treatment plants, 
which Israel says has to be 
shared - by both countries, is 
not yet available. 

To highlight tbe Importance 
of water. Jordan and Israel 
marked four years of peace 
on Oct 26, by starting much- 
delayed work on a JD2 mil- 
lion project to divert scarce 
water from the Yarmouk 
River flowing along their 


of water annually, mostly 
from foe Yarmouk River, 
under foe 1994 peace 
treaty. 

Last month, Jordan and 
Israel began the construc- 
tion of a JD1.65 million 
diversion wall to utilise 40 
mem of the river’s over- 
flow per year and regulate 
a year-round inflow of 
. water ‘to foe King Abdul- 
lah. Canal. The govern- 
ment said constructing this 
project would not negate 


advertisement to tender the 
sale was placed in three 
local dailies, and the bid was 
won by foe highest of the 
three bidders. 

The Iraqi Petroleum Com- 
pany issue will be discussed 
tomorrow by the Lower 
House Energy and Agricul- 
ture Committee, to be 
attended by Mulki. 

‘Til meet foe committee 
on Tuesday to update them 
on foe recent results that the 
field technical committees 
would have collected up to 
that date ” Mulki said. 

“After we conclude our 
investigations, we’ll keep 
foe Parliament posted, in 
order to come out together 
with joint state concept of 
foe Iraqi Petroleum Compa- 


frontier, which Jordan 
expects will supply the coun- 
try with an extra 20 mem a 
year, increasing the King- 
dom’s share of Yarmouk’s 
waters to 160 mem. 

But, tiie Kingdom still sees 
a storage system project on 
foe Jordan River as die long- 
term solution for its water 
dilemma, which has emerged 
as one of the most serious 
political and social issues 
feeing any government. And 
with the winter rains still not 
here, the forecast for next 
summer looks politically 
stormy, politicians fear. 

On foe trade front, both 
sides recite a litany of woes. 
While admitting more could 
be done in their own back- 
yard, each blames foe other 
for foe negligible trade vol- 
ume. 

“How can you develop 
trade when foe presidents of 
tbe [industry and commerce] 
chambers are against cooper- 
ation,” said Eran, frustrated. 
‘There hasn't been one trade 
delegation to Israel to explore 
foe potential.” 

In 1997 Jordan exported to 
Israel JD17.6 million worth 
of goods, while it imported 
JD9.7 million. In die first 
nine months of 1998, trade 


the partnership with Syria 
re garding foe planned 
dam. 

The country’s popula- 
tion, increasing by 3.5 per 
cent annually, will need 
1.2 billion cubic metres of 
water per year between 
1998 and 2000. But the 
Kingdom’s cuireot water 
resources "only amourit^W 
960 mcrif a year, accoijl^ 
ing to official Jordanian 


IPC deal 

ny case,” be added. • 

Mulki expected foe com- 
pletion of investigation of 
foe pipelines case by next 
week. 

The pipeline, linking 
Iraq's northern Kirkuk oil 
refinery with one on the 
Mediterranean city of Haifa 
via Jordan, was totally shut 
down after foe 1948 war that 
led to Israeli creation. 

It was initially built by a 
British company in foe early 
1930s for foe Iraqi Petrole- 
um Company. 

In a minor Jordanian-Iraqi 
bender demarcation in foe 
early 1980s, Amman was 
eventually given additional 
parts of foe pipeline which 
passed through foe new 


volume exceeded JD 28 mil- 
lion, a marked increase in the 
balance of trade compared to 
die same period last yean 

But according to Eran, Jor- 
dan should exert more efforts 
to market its products and 
tourism potential. Some Jor- 
danian officials admit there is 
truth to Israeli criticisms, but 
insist that foe Jewish state’s 
policies must be changed. 

“We do not market our- 
selves effectively, but Israelis 
have placed non-tariff barri- 
ers, standards and specifica- 
tions and security-related 
concerns, which make it very 
difficult for us to exportf said 
anofficiaL 

Israel is pressing for a free 
trade area agreement, while 
Jordan insists these barriers 
are the main obstacles to 
more trade, not only with 
Israel but with foe West Bank 
which is subject to the same 
trade regulations imposed by 
their customs union, except 
for the lists of goods agreed 
upon by the Palestinians and 
Israelis in foe Paris Econom- 
ic Protocol 

But officials said foe add 
tea of Israel’s intentions 
would be the results of foe 
meetings of foe Paiestiman- 
Israeli joint economic com- 


(Continued from page 1) 

Witnesses said monitors 
in white UNSCOM vehi- 
cles drove out of U-N- 
headquaiters in B aghdad 
early in the morning. 

UNSCOM is testing 
Iraq’s promise to cooperate 
before foe Security Council 
proceeds with foe compre- 


Last week Butler said he 
had written two letters to 
Aziz with 12 requests for 
documents on Iraq’s chem- 
ical, biological and missile 
capacities. 

In other remarks he 
accused Aziz of concealing 
information and urged him 
to “break the habit of a life- 
time and tell us tbe truth” 
about Iraq's biological 
weapons programme. 

Aziz said Iraq would pub- 
lish Buffer’s two letters and 
Iraq’s replies setting out its 
objections. 

He denied there was a 
problem about a certain 
document, apparently 
referring to one Clinton 
cited a week ago which 
deals with chemical and 
biological munitions Iraq 
used in its 1980-88 war 
with Iran. 

“That is not the case,” 
Aziz said. “Tbe case is that 


mittee currently talcing place. 
The outcome of these discus- 
sions will determine whether 


Al and A2 lists. 

With heavy U.S. involve- 
ment, a Qualified Industrial 
Zone was established in tbe 
north of Jordan to foster eco- 
nomic cooperation between 
Jordan, Israel, and foe Pales- 
tinian territories to underpin 
the peace process by allow- 
ing companies access to U.S. 
markets doty and quota free. 

Tbe joint pilot project to 
use Aqaba airport which 
began in November 1997 
continues to witness only 
three flights a week, with 
Israel still resisting the opera- 
tion of airy mixed passenger 
charter flights. 

As for the original project 
of building a .new airport, 
there are still wide differ- 
ences on tbe definition of a 
‘joint airport” and foe man- 
agement of the airport : 

On the development of foe 
Jordan Rift Valley, Jordan 
and Israel simply do not 
share the same philosophy 
Jordan sees the mega-devel- 
opment scheme as an inte- 


Butler has asked for a 
series of alleged docu- 
ments. He has asked for 
alleged documents that do 
not exist He has asked for 
old stories winch were set- 
fled in the past and he also 
asked for access to all the 
archives of foe government 
of Iraq. 

“We told him we cannot 


of the government of Iraq, 
which might take decades 
to investigate” Aziz 
declared. “This is the cri- 
sis” 

On Saturday UNSCOM 
missile experts made what 
Iraq called a surprise visit 
to one site. 

Iraqi newspapers attacked 
UNSCOM as unworthy of 
implementing its mandate 
and urged the United States 
to abandon its “sick 
dreams” of toppling Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

“[Its] aim was not just to 
keep foe sanctions in force 
but was in line with din- 
ton’s scenario to change foe 
regime in Iraq and replace 
it with foe opposition,” 
Babel newspaper said. 

“Let the American rulers 
wake from their sick 
dreams... Our Iraq is endur- 
ing with its dignity and 
pride, and all their schemes 
wiH certainly end in fail- 
ure,” Babel added. 


around the Red-Dead Sea 
canal, while Israel views it 
in terms of separate projects 


Sheep fa rming, a railway, and 
a joint tourism school 
Shortly after Jordan signed 
its historic peace treaty with 
Israel, an official Jordanian 
report predicted foal on foe 
economic front, peace would 
“stimulate economic growth 
as a result of the flow of 
investments capital to Jordan; 
alleviation of unemployment; 
forgiveness of Jordan's entire 
public debt to the United 
States, and foe reduction of 
the rest of foe foreign debt to 
manageable levels; develop- 
ment of the Jordan Valley by 
engaging in 

coopeiative_.vedtures.-jouit 
projects; establishment of 
Jordan as a commercial gate- 
way to foe Arab World; and 
foe absorption of technologi- 
cal advances, modernisation 
of foe administrative system 
and decentralisation.” 

Four years on. to foe disap- 
pointment of many Jordani- 
ans, these predictions seem 
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now more like wishful think-' 
grated plan foal revolves ing than realistic aspirations, 




PNA: Israeli refusal to 
free prisoners an ‘insult’ 


figures. 


Four committees to examine 


areas. 

A frustrating peace: Jordan-lsrael ties five years on 

(Continued from page 1) 


hensive review, whjclj , . provide dopunents.foat do 
1 riagbda^opeSjWill^leaS tp ? . not s exist. It is quite 
I t&e lirfirig dr easing* bf erip- provocative if you want to 

pling ‘sanctions imposed for’ • riig into foe whole archive 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


88 items submitted by Jordan 
far import to foe Palestinian 
areas would be added to the 


that will eventually lead to an 
integrated plan, including 
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Syria needs $6b to modernise industry 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
needs about 284 billion 
Syrian pounds ($6.16 bil- 
lion J to upgrade its indus- 
tries in preparation for the 
signing of an association 
deal with the European 
Union (EU) currently under 
discussion. Industry Minis- 
ter Ahmad Nezamuldin has 
said. 

He told Reuters in an 
interview the required reha- 
bilitation programme cov- 
ered both the private and 
public sectors. 

“The programme includes 
the development of fnfra- 
stnjcture. especially indus- 
trial zones and related ser- 
vices" Nezamuldin said. 

Syria and the EU began 
official negotiations earlier 
this year on the signing of 
an association deal within 


the framework of the Euro- 
pean-Mediterranean part- 
nership. 

Two meetings have been 
held so far in Brussels and 
Damascus, with a third 
scheduled for Brussels 
early next year. 

The EU has pledged bil- 
lions of dollars in aid to 
Mediterranean countries in 
accordance with the so- 
called association agree- 
ments with each of the 
Mediterranan states. 

These agreements call for 
the creation of free trade 
zones and closer coopera- 
tion in all fields including 
the economic, political, cul- 
tural and scientific sectors. 

Industrial sources say the 
agreement which would 
open Syrian and European 
markets to each other's pro- 


ducers would mean the Syr- 
ian side would be faced 
with tough European com- 
petition. 

So big efforts would be 
required to rehabilitate Syr- 
ian industry to make it com- 
petitive, the sources said. 

Nezamuldin said the reha- 
bilitation programme pro- 
posed by his ministry cov- 
ered the development of 
hu man resources, compa- 
nies and factories and the 
creation of a healthy envi- 
ronment for industry. 

He said the European side 
had expressed readiness to 
provide assistance in the 
establishment of industrial 
cities and zones and the 
development of human 
resources. 

But be stressed that fig- 
ures on the estimated cost 


of the rehabilitation pro- 
gramme were initial and 
that more discussion and 
analysis were Deeded to 
reach an accurate cost 

He said the European side 
had made no financial com- 
mitments during the talks. 

Nezamuldin said the reha- 
bilitation programme 
showed that Syria needed 
25.24 billion Syrian pounds 
(5548 milli on) to improve 
and develop h uman 
resources including voca- 
tional training, transfer of 
know-how, improvement of 
marketing and adoption of 
quality control pro- 
grammes. 

Financial investment 
needed for companies and 
factories was around 72.31 
billion Syrian pounds 
($1-57 billion). This cov- 


Bank of Israel official sees gains from weaker shekel 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
sharp depreciation of the 
shekel in October could 
give a boost to the flagging 
Israeli economy if it is fol- 
lowed up by the righr fiscal 
and monetary policies, a 
top Bank of Israel official 
said Sunday. 

Leo Lederman, who 
heads the central bank's 
research division, said that 
if the depreciation did not 
spark long-term inflation 
the economy would benefit 
from the shekel’s near 10 
per cent drop against the 
dollar last month. 

“In current conditions the 
real depreciation can con- 
tribute greatly to economic 
recovery and is also consis- 
tent strategically with eco- 

• • ' tli !.»,■* K. 

e.\p« i>>. Lederman was 
quoted as saying in a Bank 
of Israel statement. 

He said the depreciation 
could benefit both. Israel’s 
high technology sector and 
its more traditional export 
industries. 

But Lederman warned 
that a real depreciation — 
one that did not set off 
long-term inflation that 
erased the benefits of a 
weaker shekel — could only 
be achieved if Israel held to 
its restrictive fiscal and 
nioncl.in policies. 


His remarks come a day 
before the central bank 
announces its December 
monetary programme, 
including interest rates. The 
centra] bank has boosted its 
base rate a total of 4.0 per- 
centage points since the end 
of October in a bid to sta- 
bilise the shekel and curb 
inflation. 

Economists said Sunday 
that the bank would proba- 
bly hold the base rate for 
December at its current 
annual rate of 13.5 per cent. 

Lederman said he did not 
see any reason for the gov- 
ernment to raise its inflation 
goal next year from the 4.0 
per cent level now targeted. 

“Adjusting the rate higher 
will signal the rapid accep- 
tance by policymakers of 
higher inflation...which 
would undermine confi- 
dence in (Israel’s) macro- 
economic policies in the 
eyes of local and foreign 
investors." Lederman said. 

He said the 22 per cent 
rise in infrastructure spend- 
ing planned by the govern- 
ment for next year was 
insufficient to make up for, 
years of under-investment. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
Israel’s central bank. Jacob 
Frenkel, is coming under 
heavy fire from old allies in 
the government and finan- 
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ciaJ markets for his han- 
dling of the shekel's slide 
and resulting inflation in 
the last seven weeks. 

“I don’t think we needed 
to have three per cent infla- 
tion and a 22 per cent 
depreciation. He should 
have taken drastic steps ear- 
lier on" said Micha Gold- 
berg, head of research at 
Nessuah Zannex Securities. 

The Bank of Israel gover- 
nor was widely criticised 
for refusing to intervene 
directly in the foreign 
exchange market in early 
October, when the shekel 
tumbled against the dollar. 
After recovering some of its 
losses, it is down nearly 19 
per cent against the U.S. 
currency this year. 

Now he is being attacked 
for raising interest rates 
excessively. In less than 
three weeks, the Bank of 
Israel has raised the base 
monetary tender rate by 
four percentage points to an 
annual 13.5 per cent in 
response to surging infla- 
tion. 

October's consumer price 
index (CPI) jumped 3.0 per 
cent on the back of the 
shekel depredation, the 
highest monthly index in 
more than seven years. But 
most economists say infla- 
tion will retreat to its pre- 
depreciation levels very 
quickly. 

Frenkel’s stubborn drive 


to bring down Israeli infla- 
tion to Western levels long 
ago earned him the disap- 
proval of many business 
leaders and legislators. 
They blame the central 
bank's tight monetary poli- 
cy for the slowing economy 
and rising joblessness. 

Last week, the head of the 
lea ding business lobby, the 
Manufacturers Association, 
called for the state comp- 
troller to investigate mone- 
tary policy. In parliament, 
legislators said they were 
reviving efforts to create a 
board to oversee the central 
bank. 

Those critics have been 
joined by some of Frenkel’s 
old supporters. 

Finance Minister Yaacov 
Neeman said for the first 
time he has differences of 
opinion with Frenkel, 
although he refused to 
detail them. 

Newspaper reports have 
said Neeman viewed 
Frenkel’s last boost in inter- 
est rates — a two percent- 
age point hike — as wrong, 
as was the bank's refusal to 
intervene in the foreign 
exchange market. 

Neeman is expected to 
come back to the cabinet 
this week with plans to 
raise the government’s 
inflation target for next 
year, a move Frenkel has 
opposed. 

Ministers are seeking to 
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TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Both ana In the same nice two-floor family building. 
No. 147, Zahran Street, near the 5th Circle, Jabal Amman 

A- Large half of the first floor, nicely furnished 
& decorated, fully equipped including satellite. 

B- Independent ground floor in the corner of 
the building, special kitchen service door. 

If interested please call: 5932509 


boost the target, on the 
basis of which the Bank of 
Israel sets interest rates, to 
a range of four to six per 
cent. The target is now at 
four per cent. 

“I think the party respon- 
sible for monetary policy 
must do some soul-search- 
ing with regard to the poli- 
cy it is implementing,” 
Treasury Director-General 
Ben-Zion Zilbertarb told 
reporters. 

Market economists have 
also been mainly critical of 
the central bank. 

Victor Shohet, chief 
economist at Ofek Securi- 
ties. said Frenkel's oiginal 
sin was cutting rates 1.5 
points last August, a move 
that contributed to the 
shekel's first losses. 

When the currency began 
plunging in October, he 
acred too cautiously and 
then moved precipitously 
with two unscheduled rare 
hike announcements. 

“He should have acted 
earlier (during the depreci- 
ation), but he tried to con- 
vey business as usual. Then 
he panicked," said Shohet, 
who said he nevertheless 
thought Frenkel had no 
choice but to jack up rates 
sharply. 

Ed Butch art, an econo- 
mist for Merrill Lynch in 
London, said the central 
bank had erred in not sell- 
ing dollars to moderate the 
shekel’s losses in October, 
thereby causing doliar- 
de nominated bousing 
prices to soar and raising 
inflation. 

“I find it a little bit diffi- 
cult to understand when 
you have a CPI so influ- 
enced by housing prices, to 
try to get inflation down 
without managing the 
exchange rate," he said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

i d'art 

G Outer edge 
9 Bob Hope film. 
'Call Me _■ 

14 1959 
Wimbledon 
winner 

15 Opp. of WSW 

16 Target s/ghter 

17 Child 

19 Exemplar of 
slowness 
£0 Studio apt. 

£1 Witch 
22 Ninepins' pin 
24 New Orleans 
player 

£6 Granilelike rock 
27 Parades 
pompously 
30 Burning coal 

32 Attention- 
getting sound 

33 "Born Free' 
lioness 

35 Russian rulers 
39 Sports group 
■ 40 Same again 

42 Stumble 

43 Called off 
45 Signify 

45 Verdi opera 
47 Pass on (to) 

49 Of a lower 
temperature 
51 Black Sea port 
54 Panic 
56 Escaping 
horses 

58 Actor Wallach 

59 Period of note 

62 Guaranteed to 
gel . 

63 Expulsion from 
Eden • 

66 Proclamation 

67 Prefix's prefix 
63 Price ceiling 
69 Bathroom 

fixtures 
to uttie bit 
71 Mild oath 

DOWN 

1 Double-reed 
instrument 

2 Neutral shade 

3 Goldblum of 
'The Fly* 


Edited by Wayne Robert WilPams 
TMSPuzzles Q aol. com 
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Peanuts 


I LOVE THE FEEL OF 
NEW BOOKS, MARCIE .. 
THE PRETTY COVERS. THE 
PRINT, EVEN THE SMELL.. 
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ered the acquisition of 
modern production tools, 
test equipment and data ser- 
vices, the minister said. 

He said upgrading indus- 
trial infrastructure would 
cost around 186.15 billion 
Syrian pounds ($4.04 bil- 
lion). 

This included the devel- 
opment and modernisation 
of the existing industrial 
centres, institutions and 
other bodies, and the estab- 
lishment of three industrial 
zones. 

The cost also covered the 
improvement of the ser- 
vices sector including 
transportation, communica- 
tions and electricity in addi- 
tion to the rehabilitation of 
the existing free trade 
zaone, the mini ster said. 
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U.S. slams Russia on economic 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott has slammed 
Russia's retreat from free-mar- 
kei economics and bluntly 
warned that financial decline 
could lead to “political drift, 
turmoil and even crackup" in 
the world’s second nuclear 
power. 

He also said U.S.-backed 
financial help from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund "must 
wait until the Russian govern- 
ment shows itself willing and 
able to make the difficult struc- 
tural adjustments necessary for 
recovery and growth.” 


His comments were die 
starkest public criticism by the 
United States of Moscow's 
handling of economic and for- 
eign policy in recent months 
and reflected Washington’s 
deepening concern. 

He said that less than a year 
ago, Russia seemed poised for 
“economic takeoff” but now 
faced a crisis that was “largely 
though not wholly self-inflict- 
ed." “Economic decline carries 
with it the danger of political 
drift, turmoil and even crack- 
up," Talbott warned. 

Efforts by the government of 
new Prime Minister Yevgeny 


THE BETTER HALF. 


U8 DOLLAR I OtTOK H7I0B " .r, mV-TUniH^ rt'JUlTL ,, » nU2C 

6JWOTAM 3TERLWG 1-W13 1.1773 PC *eC’JPCd f 

GERMANY MA RK B417S dca HtU-O LuM.I 

W6TBUAND FRANC (76078 05100 -fflOfi MT 1 ^ . ..*> UIL.U4K 

France franc 0.053 3 inJebiedni-‘- ; that wou 

frfW.Y”:!. I —SSm _5*5 on unrr^J a. t:v e sohs 

Lolland gulden ojtw .ua alillliCu} uu : 

fcTALYU RA- f 0JM22 . 00421 . . ,-ggJ pUt. 

£M 2 ? mao _ ~ -- 

~ . ""horoscc 

““ 555 28640 — ~ nr 

BBaal- gg^ R - M0 Mu ^ 

6'.limJj C • 7 Med 

• . RS (March : 1 1 . ■ ■ N » An ol. 

asm!. and ir '.r ; ■ ..;*e it's profc 
• utwinc [•.' lha: you 
jonte fiunm ■'•.!: Trie g>v*u new 

- — r.»- rerv>- .is an 

inomic pian 

. - -• aabwiMthin r;-^. -■ : jay. With i 

Primakov to find ways top? 1 ratiicr loved on 
wages and pensions and rewt ~ - 'T.ething yo 
the industrial sector are i«fr f^petuh;- to be at 
pensable goals, he sakL : ^ hornet urs-.. Th..; ;s die key t 
“Our concern is' that, 2 1 to J :ne 21) It lo 

ing to reach those goals, like;;, . or-eming fi 

Primakov team is prqaredti ^panfitrufs; j. ’inc in be able t< 
abandon a stable canracy, a n r h,:.u i, . nhixc \ our nex 
viable exchange- rate md a Sflifbu-u j,, t,.^eiher. If vou c 
sound monetary policy. . '*' : n vcmr heo. ^ : , so.r^bod 

“It is operating withnefitai i 

realistic budget nor a attfibk ISCHb ijunc :: it , : u ; . *• - , 5 

system for coUecting too. ^ non'v^d with 

That means Russia is at & Jfcfcwrt* v ^’ve nc 
mercy of the prinfhig ptea ^ ^, n Y . i( j . ’ : ; e nc 
cranking out roubles to area , 0 h , 
payrolls and keep bantaaphttS lJt ! "fthal 

enterprises afloat," he said. ij il | v ■«' . n 11 ' re ru;1 ^ or all 

- -■ Aucum Ynu . 

~ ^ u a '' C CCT ‘ Lr< ^- "Trv nc 


Primakov to find ways to pay 
wages and pensions and renvt 
the industrial sector are in& 
pensable goals, he sakL 
‘Our concern is" that, inty 
ing to reach those goals, 


By Gteabcrgen 

01AS8ER3W.- 1 


DO YOU EVER READ 
. ANV OF THEM? .. 


DO I EVER 
v UJHAT ? 


1^* 




Andy Capp 


By Mary Derd Brian Brown 
Lynnfkitd, MA 


4 Nav. rank 

5 Astaire film 

6 Hold the throne 

7 Rural stopover 
B Tilly and Ryan 
9 Helmet with a 

visor 

10 Shakespeare 
play, with ■The 1 
tl Noted violin 
maker 

12 Simon and 
Youftg 

13 City In 
Provence 

18 Efevated 

23 CIA's Soviet 
counterpart 

24 Seasonal 
theater 

25 Examiners 

27 Surfeit 

28 Next 

29 Study 
31 _ Hart 
34 Citrus fruit 

36 Very dry 

37 Take a car 
36 Ship's pole 

4-1 Ready tor work 


□□OB SDQH^BOHQ 

gggn □HIIQB BffiBQ 
□QQBQranQnu i3 nan 
_ HEDGIE 0000100 

0000D00 B0QIIB0Q 

□HtnaoG □□□□□□ 

□aauo qdooq 000 
™@Q„@ 00 n 0 0000 

00Q 0QD0D QB0D0 

__§SSi as 000000 

0000000 D0QB00Q 
□□on 00 000 qd 
□D0H 0QHQBDQ000 
§000 00 OO 0 0000 
0000 00000 E 0 H 0 



“Here’s one for you: 
Chicken Soup for the Tired, 
Bloated, Crabby, Middle-Aged Soul.” 
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44 Gobi and 
Negev, e.g. 

48 Much removed 

50 American 
songbird 

51 Theater awards 

52 Old comic.strip 
boy 

53 impish 


55 Hollywood 
notable, briefly 
57 Nob Hill cops: 
abbr. 

59 Austen novel 

60 Foray 

61 Social insects 

64 Attar of stars 

65 Trifling amount 


STOJEL 


SLEPEN 


Pfcjsaasl 


Vbsterday's 


Jumbles: ABOVE 
Answer The kint 


what ire 
LOOKING WNK 

CUSTOMER" 

RBCeiVER J 

k 

Now ananpe ekefod Wfo** ® 

tonn the surprise answer, as sw* 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers wvotto*) 
ABOVE HUMID IMPACT ESTATE 
The kind cl tape a doctor prefers - 
ADHESIVE 


I'Sn "^ so - 

M^ exEadsierr 

I V l ^Ple'.wh«h Febmar >' 

all S erit ' s P™ 

IlAiy, aibl 

4 ■ Jr,rn ^ed, aie ^ ob Ienis 
e attention, sc 

.Ilk V^ry , Q 

^^“ r 4 to h , March 

\ T, i^rlf it : do that b Kv yo 4 r frie 

Isn'r"- ^ n e « 

' ’ s % and ir? 1,1 Wilder 
f have a much I 

















Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 23, 1998 


9 



Beat 


preview of news from the Arabic Press 

Researcher: Poverty in Jordan is a 
result of low pay, not unemployment 


Lite . 


ij 

1 1 

:« 


** tTHE SOCIAL productivity pro- 
gramme, earmarks most of its budget to 
iofrasttucture projects that do not directly 
improve the incomes of the poor and do 
oot suffice their basic needs, a research 
paper ^ prepared by a former minister said. 
Accordingly, this ‘'social safety net” will 
put additional burdens on the budget, he 
indicated. 

Mohammad Sqour, former minister of 
social development emphasised that the 
programme lacks the basic element of tar- 
geting '.the poor. “That means not direct- 
ing specific programmes to the poor 
social groups," be explained. Sqour criti- 
cised the social productivity programme 
saying- -it faces the problems of several 
administrations and institutions partici- 
pating in planning the components of the 
programme because coordination and 
complementation of roles cannot be 
ensured “This is a hindrance and waste of 
effort that Jordan shares with other devel- 
oping countries he said. 

The. research stresses that there is no 
need for . the training programme included 
in the programme because a vocational 
training institution exists and it is capable 
to meet the demand. “The institution has 
the expertise and experience as well as the 
sufficient infrastructure without having to 
being in funds and new administrators and 
experts," he emphasised. 

Sqour, who is now a professor of social 
science^ at Irbid Lhiiversity, added that 
die whole programme requires huge funds 
some of which cannot be secured except 
from inore borrowing. “This means high- 
er foreign indebtedness that would be 
spend directly on unproductive schemes," 
be pointed out . 


According to the professor, there are 
clear disparities and inequalities between 
social classes and between marginalised, 
bedouin and rural communities. He said 
that the relationship between poverty and 
unemployment is weak whereas the rela- 
tionship is a strong one between poverty 
and the wage levels. 

In this regard, Sqour said: “The World 
Bank found poverty in Jordan to be relat- 
ed to low wages more than any other rea- 
son." 

He indicated that wages account for 62 
per cent of the income earned by the poor 
and that poverty is more in the private sec- 
tor than it is in the public sector. 

Sqour revealed that 23.9 per cent of the 
poor work in the private sector compared 
to 20.8 per cent in the public sector. 

The researcher did not agree that “guest 
workers" or non -Jordanian labour repre- 
sent a phenomenon of low pay workers 
because they only receive ten per cent less 
than Jordanians. 

Sqour proposed direct intervention such 
as a wide economic base that would gen- 
erate growth and surpluses which would 
help the redistribution of general spend- 
ing to the benefit of the poor and the 
regions with low growth. He called for 
subsidies specifically for the poor and 
more investments directed to the poor. 

Sqour wanted a pricing policy that 
would contribute to supporting the pro- 
duction of the poor as well as their con- 
sumption and employing them. He con- 
cluded that the poor should be given the 
tools and means of productions to enable 
them to become more productive ( AI Dus- 
toiir). 


Cement shares revive AFM 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The stock 
market’s price index rose 
by 1.32 points on Sunday 
as a result of the resump- 
tion of trade on shares of 
the Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries Company (JCFC) fol- 
lowing the government’s 
decision to sell 33.3 of its 
equity to the French firm 
Lafarge, a broker said 
Sunday. 

The broker, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
price index stood at 
162.23 compared to 
160.16 points on Sunday 


with a turnover amounting 
to JD2.1 million. 

The broker told the Jor- 
dan Times that in line with 
Jordan Security Commis- 
sion (JSC) instructions, 
the JCFC share price was 
floated in the first thirty 
minutes of the trading. 
The Final price reached 
during this period was 
considered as the opening 
price for the share. 

Last month, the JSC 
ordered the suspension of 
trading on JCFC shares to 
facilitate the sale of two 
third of its 49 per cent 
equity in the company to 


the French firm. 

The JD72 million deal 
covering the purchase 
price of 20,000,000 JCFC 
shares at the rate of 
JD3.600. came in line with 
the privatisation process 
the government is under- 
taking as part of the read- 
justment programme 
signed with world interna- 
tional financial institu- 
tions. It is expected to 
restore the government’s 
credibility among foreign 
investors after last month's 
decision to suspend the 
privatisation of the gov- 
ernment-owned Jordan 


World Bank concessional 
lending arm given $20 billion 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The' world's poorest nations 
will be eligible to receive 
$20.5 billion in interest-free 
loans for three years starting 
this July, the World Bank has 
announced. 

It said bilateral donors meet- 
ing in Copenhagen had 
approved a fresh infusion of 
funds to the bank's conces- 
sional lending arm, die Inter- 
national Development .Associ- 
ation (IDA). 

New contributions from 39 
nations totalled $11.6 billion, 
with the rest coming from 
repayment of earlier IDA 
credits and die World Bank 
itself. 

The new funds will be avail- 
able for projects from July 1. 
1999 and June 30. 2002. 


But the amount just 
approved represents only a 
small increase over the $20 
billion authorised in the previ- 
ous three-year handing plan, 
set to expire next June 30. 

World Bank officials haw 
repeatedly warned that for- 
eign aid hum rich nations to 
poor countries has been rapid- 
ly eroding in an era of bud- 
getary austerity and global cri- 
sis. But Sven Sandstrom. a 
World Bank managing direc- 
tor, said the latest funding 
agreement “demonstrates that 
the international community 
has not forgotten the poorest 
countries that are not always 
in the headlines." 

He maintained that “despite 
the severe budget constraints" 
experienced by many donors. 


they have “reinforced IDA as 
a cost-effective vehicle for 
ensuring scarce resources are 
used to the best possible effect 
to benefit the world s neediest 
people." 

In the association's fiscal 
year 1998 — which ended 
June 30 — the IDA made $7.6 
billion available for 135 new 
initiatives, most of them 
investment and economic 
reform projects. 

There are now SO countries 
eligible for LDA assistance, 
representing 3.3 billion people 
or 80 per cent of the develop- 
ing world's population. 

Most recipients — 2.6 bil- 
lion people — live in Asia, 
although 41 of the eligible 
countries are in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
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ARIES: (March 2 1 to April 19) An older person is bossing 
you around, and in this case it’s probably warranted. You 
may be trying to do something that you don't really have the 
experience to carry out. The good news is that you’re gain- 
| jpg . Experience , and this pe rson i s actu ally trying to help. 
" Ij^u^couJdjbe.ihai you’re much, more efficient.. 


(April 20 to M^y 2Q1 Ydur .hopes ahdreire^ijs 
seem almost within reach today. With a little detennination. 
and the help of a rather pushy loved one. they are. Let your- 
self be talked into doing something you wouldn't normally 
dace! You’re especially likely to be adventurous if you've 
done your homework. That is the key to your success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It looks like the truth is 
(mating jout, most likely concerning financial matters. You 
and your partner are going to be able to figure out how you 
gx into debt, or how to make your next wise investment, or 
whatever it is you do together. If you don't have a financial 
partner yet, your best bet is somebody you've known for 
years. 

.CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Your sign is often associat- 
ed with entertaining at home, and with being a magnificent 
rook. If this describes you, you've noticed we’re entering 
fla? holiday season. You tend to think you're the only one 
who can, do the job well. Get over that, by allowing a part- 
ner to help. That'll be more fun for all of you. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You don't like situations 
where you doD't have control. Why not just accept respon- 
sibility and do what needs to be done on purpose? When 
you merely daydream, you just make yourself miserable. 
Instead, focus on the job with everything you've got, and 
whip it imp shape. You’ll have time left over for what you 
had in mind all along. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22 1 You're lucky in love 
today, and it looks like you’re supposed to be doing some- 
thing else. Well, if anyone can organise a schedule effec- 
tively, it's you. In fact, you might be able to schedule a few 
brief, precious moments with your sweetie uninterrupted, 
eyeo in the middle of a busy day. Give it a tty. You ve got 
nothing to lose. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23) You love talking to 
people- about philosophical subjects, and you U get lots ot 
opportunities to do that during the coming few weeks. Each 
ofus has a personal philosophy, of course, but yours always 
seems to be m yfo r construction. This month, you 11 find lots 
of good material to get it fine-tuned just the way you want 
iL - - 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 2 1 ) Your focus is on 
Stances. .Conditions indicate good luck and abundance, but 
also a tendency to squander, lose tilings or mismanage your 
money. Those are all areas to look out for. You 11 be learn- 
ing through experience, which is not a bad way to learn, ou 
£®Yfqtget this kind of a lesson 

SAGITXARIUS: (November 22 to December-^) You re 
lucky in love, you have the ability to produce blinding rev- 
e&ons in others, and your ability to comraunicare is 
enhanced. One little problem with that last one. though 
Mercury is retrograde right now’, so there might be a 
Saforion. That’s most likely to occur today regardn * 
money. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) If ^e are 
Waucrac.es in your life, and if there's business soU to be 
36ne with them, this is an excellent time w get 
?fcway. You’ve got just the extra determmationyou 
tette a big challenge. Make a list of all the things > 

Soing to get done this month, and get S 0, JS" . Q - 

AQUAIfflJS: (January 20 to February IS, Yc • 
^withotfter people, whether it’s partying ^ = 

fKOS: (February 19 to Man* 20) Yoi'« a cM- 
'Wpig day aheadof you. but your ^ eridc isiS! 
TWyauHej-maydo that by giving con t0 

J*? t that nice of them? Isn’t it wonderful that w 

Tiger’s Eye 
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BIS chief calls for tighter bank credit risk procedures 


FRANKFURT (AFP) —Bank 
for International Settlements 
(BIS) General Manager 
Andrew Crockett has called for 
a tightening of credit risk pro- 
cedures in industrial countries 
in the wake of the recent turbu- 
lence on the wodtf s financial 
markets. 

apeaxxog ar H^rramataT 

Crockett saldthat “lessorishave 
to be learned in the industrial 
countries from the rather extra- 
ordinary episode of market tur- 
bulence that begin in mid- 
August' ' 

The Russian debt moratori- 
um on Aug. 17 had "sparked a 
widespread fright to quality." 
Crockett explained This ‘was 
followed by a generalised dry- 
ing-up of liquidity in many 
markets. This prompted fears 
thar lenders would 'disengage.' 
leading to a credit crunch." 

But although the markets hail 
“more recently gained a certain 
measure of stability, we should 
try to understand what went 
wrong and how we can avoid 
such episodes in the future," 
Crockett said. 

Crockett said that one of the 
problems was that lenders had 
had unrealistic expectations 
about the extent to which their 
loans to emerging markets 
would be protected. 

“Il is therefore important that 
cross-border lending be 


assessed on a stand-alone basis, 
and that supervisors make sure 
that the pricing and manage- 
ment of such exposures are not 
undertaken on a false basis." 
Crockett said. "In other words, 
a tightening up of credit risk 
procedures is called foe" 

The vice president of the 
Brropean Commission- Leon 
Biitian,’ tgrreed. ' '"•* ,1 '’ ' 

He said that a common fea- 
ture to the different crises had 
been the "inadequate regulatory 
and supervisory frameworks." 

It was not the liberalisation of 
the financial markets “that was 


to blame for the recent turmoil 
in Asia. Russia and beyond," 
Brinan said. “Orderly, rules- 
based liberalisation provides the 
best basis for achieving sustain- 
able growth. We should not 
allow recent events to blow us 
off course.” 

BIS General Manager Crock- 
efrsaid that erne of the problems 
h^jd £een thqi the models used 
to assess hoarket risk “were 
based too simplistically on 
established statistical correla- 
tions," Crockett said ‘They did 
not take adequately into 
account other types of risk, such 


as liquidity, volatility and event 
risk." 

Crockett said that clear proce- 
dures were needed for dealing 
with institutions that get into 
difficulties. 

'Too often, troubled banks 
are allowed to remain in opera- 
tion as losses mount and their 
capital erodes,’' Crockett said: 
'T^>rb^raii<» is used to put off 
difficult "decisions in the" Hope 
that things will somehow get 
better on their own. Industrial 
countries have been just as 
guilty as developing ones in this 
rceard." 


Xmas & New Vmfs Special Offers 
WITH 

Spring Tours Jordan International Tours 

TeL 5525356 - 5525357 Tel. 5816294-5816532 


0 Middle East Tours 

W* Tel. 5533494 

Christmas 23 / 12 - 25/12 
New Year 30/12 - 1/1 




5 , 4 & 3 Stars Hotels / Gala Dinner 
Full Program 



Telecommunications 
Company (JTC). 

The daily Amman Finan- 
cial Market's (AFM) bul- 
letin showed that the bulk 
of the turnover was 
recorded by the JCFC, 
which accounted for JD 1 .5 
million, or 7 1 .4 per cent of 
the total turnover. 

The bulletin indicated 
that the JCFC’s share was 
traded at JD2.200 at the 
beginning of the trade and 
ended at a limit up of 
JD2.310. 

“The focus was on the 
cement shares. I believe 
that the JCFC’s share price 
will continue to rise for lit- 
tle time until it settles at a 
reasonable price,” the bro- 


ker said. 

He noted that among the 
shares that benefited most 
from the' deal was the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines 
Company, which recorded 
a 1 00 fils gain for its share 
price. 

The industrial price 
index closed at 71.94 
points, or 4.45 points 
above the Saturday figure, 
while the banking sector 
increased by 0.47 point, 
up to 270.38 points. 

The Arab Bank, the 
AFM leading share, 
recorded a 750 fils 
increase, to JD205, with a 
turnover of JD1 16,923, or 
5.4 per cent of the total 
turnover. 


A.F.M TRADE Sunday, 22 -11- 98 
ACCESS 4646868 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


At Amra Hole! 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/' 079S30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
: j ham-service 
Develop your cotour fim 
at oar shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweifiehTd: 822891 





Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms *FulIy 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : crystal© go.com.jo 
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SANABEL 


Call Us Now 

5510427,8,9 


24 -HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SATE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
A1RC0TOT0NING 
MOBILE TBfPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tat. S864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


mray&rum 

Hotel 



At 6th Circle 
TeL: 5510001 


Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 
and Spa in Amman. 
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42 countries to take part 
in Bangkok Asian Games 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A record 42 
nations will vie for glory in next 
month’s 13th Asian Gaines here, with 
only Afghanistan of the region’s 
Olympic committee members absent, 
organisers said. 

Mongolia was the last country to 
confirm it would send a team to the 
December 6-20 event, said Dr. 
Sakchye Tupsuwan, chairman of the 
Games' technical committee in a state- 
ment. 

“The organising committee is very 
pleased to have confirmations from 42 
nations, which will send 6,617 athletes 
and 2,623 officials, totalling 9,240 per- 


sons," he said. 

Mongolia is still deciding how many 
athletes it will send, he added. 

Forty-one nations took part in the 
last Games, in Hiroshima, Japan, four 
years ago. 

Afghanistan's ruling Taliban militia 
has said dwindling finances and 
changing sports policies forced the 
country to withdraw from the Games. 

It had earlier asked Asian Games 
organisers to change regulations ban- 
ning beards in boxing so that Afghan 
athletes could compete. 

The fundamentalist Islamic Taliban, 
which enforces stringent Sharia law. 


requires all men to wear untrimmed 
beards. 

The economic turmoil which has 
swept Asia over the last year is an 
ever-present shadow over the Games, 
forcing many countries to downgrade 
the size of their teams. 

During the buildup the Games have 
been plagued by problems, including 
anxiety that now-complete venues 
would not be ready in time and dire 
predictions that competitors and offi- 
cials will get stuck in Bangkok's noto- 
rious traffic jams. 


Asian Games billed as century ’s last great 
show — but does Thailand care ? 


BANGKOK 1 AFP) — 
Salesman Krisada 

Kanpeng has more imme- 
diate things on which to 
focus his attention than the 
colourful flags and lifesize 
cutouts of athletes appear- 
ing in Bangkok streets to 
mark next month's Asian 
Games here. 

“Our life is more impor- 
tant than anything - we 
cannot think of any enter- 
tainment if we are still 
hungiy," said Krisada 
referring to the crippling 
financial crisis which has 
put more than a milli on 
Thais out of work. 

Jurin Laksanavisith. 
chairman of the Bangkok 
Asian Games Organizing 
Committee (BAGOC) 
Executive Board admits 
that with Thailand clouded 
by economic gloom it is 
hardly surprising people 
were preoccupied. 

"The fever is not high 
because of economic prob- 
lems, most people are more 
worried about die econom- 
ic situation than the 


Dunga 
1 match 
away from 
sayonara to 
J-League 


TOKYO (AFP) — Dunga, 
the combative midfielder 
who has guided Brazil to 
two World Cup finals as 
captain, says he is only one 
match away from his say- 
onara to Japanese football. 

“The next match will be 
may last at (Jubilo) Iwata,” 
the 35-year-old told 
reporters Saturday after his 
team, the holders, lost 2-1 
here in the opening game 
of the two-match J-League 
championship playoff 
against Kashima Antlers. 

“1 will think only about 
winning." said Dunga, who 
joined the Japanese club a 
year after leading Brazil to 
a record fourth World Cup 
in the United States in 
1994. The return match of 
the J-League championship 
will be played at Kashima 
next Saturday. 

The combative Dunga 
said he would lake “a little 
rest" before making up his 
mind about his future. “At 
the moment. 1 have offers 
from various clubs," Dunga 
said, adding he has also 
been offered a staff job on 
the Brazilian national team. 

/ % s' CINEMA 1 


Games, said Jurin. 

“But I still believe the 
fever will be higher from 
now until the Gaines start." 
he said. 

The economic turmoil 
which has swept Asia over 
the last year is an ever-pre- 
sent shadow over the 
December 6-20 Games, 
touted here as “the last 
great sporting event of the 
20th century." 

Organisers admit they 
wiU fall short of their ini- 
tial taiget of 330 milli on 
baht f$9 million) in ticket 
sales for the opening and 
closing ceremonies and 
have had to slash seat 
prices to spur sales. 

Competing nations are 
also reeling from the tur- 
moil, and many, hampered 
by draining budgets, have 
cut the size of their teams 
or withdrawn from events 
they have no hope of win- 
ning. • 

Chittrapom Inkaew, a 
secretary, hit out at ticket 
prices which she said 
should be lower given the 


parlous economic climate. 

“Although it is only one 
thousand baht (S27) it is 
too high for the public," 
she said. 

Tickets for the opening 
and closing ceremonies are 
priced at 1,000 baht Other 
events are much cheaper, 
ranging from 50 to 800 
baht. 

Porathip Thipna, a civil 
servant said she did not 
know much about the 
Games, although she had 
seen some banners in the 
streets. 

“I have no idea what 
sports play in which com- 
plex.” she said. 

But Porathip said she 
would watch the Games on 
television to cheer on Thai 
athletes. 

The build-up to the 
Games has been plagued 
by problems, including 
anxiety that venues would 
not be ready in time and 
dire predictions that com- 
petitors and officials will 
get stuck in Bangkok's 
notorious traffic jams. 


Some Bangkok residents 
say the event may have 
failed to catch the public 
interest as it will feature 
few truly international 
stars. 

Others said they would 
avoid the event because of 
the risk of being ensnared 
by Bangkok’s notorious 
traffic jams. 

Bangkok Asian Games 
organisers have supervised 
the building of a network 
of elevated expressways 
and roads in a bid to sweep 
athletes past the gridlock 
and pollution of the city's 
jammed streets. 

Krisada said one reason 
the Games had so far failed 
to stir much excitement 
was that they were a minor 
attraction compared to the 
last summer's World Cup 
in France, which was 
eagerly followed here. 

“There was gambling 
involved in World Cup 
with a lot of money — 
that’s the reason why peo- 
ple are more interested in 
it," he said. 





Manuel Canabal fL) of Deportivo Alav€s evades Norwegian Dan Eggen (R) of Celta 
de Vigo in a Liga match at Mendizoiroza stadium in Vitoria. AJavIs won, 2-0 (AFP 
photo) 

Mallorca go top as Betis slip 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Mallorca took over on top 
of the Spanish first division 
Saturday when they 
snatched a 1-0 victory over 
visiting Barcelona — 
thanks to an own-goal from 
Sergi Baijuan after 20 min- 
utes. 

And once they had gone 
ahead it was clear thar 
Barcelona faced an uphill 
task to find a way through 
the best defence in the 
league. 

So far this season 
Mallorca, who have 22 
points from 11 matches. 


have conceded only four 
goals. 

Celia Vigo slipped to sec- 
ond spot two points behind 
Mallorca, after losing the 
only unbeaten record in the 
division, by crashing to a 
shock 2-0 defeat at Alaves. 
Gerard (27.1 and Sivori (69) 
were the home side's scor- 
ers as Alaves notched up 
their third win against five 
defeats and, three draws. 

There was no shortage of 
goals at Aletico where the 
home side, who trailed to a 
Julio Cesar header after just 
two minutes, stormed back 


to slam Valladolid 6-1. 
Mena (27). Jugovic (41), 
Njegus (46), Correa (59), 
Kiko (74) and Jose Mari 
(77) all got on the score- 
sheet 

Betis made it three wins 
out of four under Javier 
Clemente when they came 
away 1 -0 winners from 
Oviedo — Oli hitting the 
winner after half-an-hour. 

But Valencia made up for 
their surprise defeat to 
Extremadura the previous 
week by hammering visit- 
ing Real Madrid 3-1. 


Roy 

Hodgson’s 
reign 
ends at 
Blackburn 


BLACKBURN (AFP.) — 
Blackburn Rovers manager 
Roy Hodgson stepped 
down on Saturday follow- 
ing a string of poor results. 

The move came after 
Rovers slumped to the foot 
of the English Premiership 
table following a 2-0 home 
defeat to fellow stragglers 
Southampton. 

Hodgson once coached 
Switzerland to the 1994 
World Cup finals and had a 
spell at Inter Milan, as well 
as guiding Blackburn to 
sixth place in the table last 
season and a UEFA Cup 
spot 

But this season has been 
a disaster. 

The 51 -year-old, recently 
suggested as a possible 
successor to England 
supremo Glenn Hoddle, 
has seen the 1995 
Premiership champions 
win only two of their 14 
league games this season, 
the last on October 3. 

“Following the ran of 
recent poor results. Jack 
Walker and Roy Hodgson 
have agreed that Roy will 
be leaving the club,” a club 
spokesman said. 

"The club are disappoint- 
ed at this outcome but feel 
the decision is inevitable 
and in the best interests of 
Blackburn Rovers." 

Hodgson had arrived at 
Ewood Park from Inter 
Milan in June 1997 as one 
of Europe’s leading coach- 
es. 

He was contacted in 
September by the Germans 
as a potential successor to 
Berti Vogts. 

He has spent S35 million 
on strengthening his side 
since the end of last season, 
but instead of challenging 
for the top he found his 
team battling against rele- 
gation. 

Hodgson passed on word 
through Rovers officials 
that he would not be com- 
menting on his departure. 

Blackburn skipper Tim 
Sherwood said: “We had 
no inclination that this was 
going to happen. 

“I think it’s harsh to put 
sole blame on Roy 
Hodgson, but at the end of 
the day, results speak loud- 
er than words, and we have 
not been getting them.” 


Romanian 
Marius Urzica 
performs his 
pommel horse 
exercise dar- 
ing the Swiss 
Cap gymnas- 
tics event in 
Zurich. Urzica 
won the com- 
petition (AFP 
photo) 
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Davenport beats Graf to 
reach showdown with Hirnris 


0 fts 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
world’s top-ranked players 
reached a showdown at the 
season-ending WTA 

Championships here on 
Saturday — Lindsay 
Davenport ending the 
recent success ran of Steffi 
Graf with a three-set victo- 
ry. and Martina Hingis see- 
ing off Irina Spirlea of 
Romania who became too 
nervous when it mattered 
most. 

The powerful 22-year-old 
Davenport, who is already 
certain to finish the year as 
the world number-one, 
finally defeated five times 
champion Graf 6-1. 2^6, 6- 
3 to reach her second 
Championship final. 

In 1994 the big American 
was beaten in straight-sets 
in the final by Argentina’s 
Gabriela Sabatini. 

Graf, who came into the 
match after a 12-match 
w innin g streak and with 
two tournament wins since 
her return after wrist 
surgery in September, had 
been bidding to qualify for 
her seventh final in thirteen 
visits to the Madison 
Square Garden. 

But the former World No. 
1. who is trying to recap- 
ture her former glory years 
after a series of lengthy 
injury lay-offs, finally ran 
out of steam against the 
hard-hitting Davenport 
The 29-year-old German 
star, the winner of 21 
Grand Slam singles titles,, 
was not helped when she 
suffered a third-set ham- 
string injury which reduced 
her mobility. But she 
shrugged off her defeat and 
was clearly delighted with 
her recent form. 

"I'm disappointed and 
eveything feds really tired 
right now. But in general JL'. 
gave it everything I. had in*.-, 
the last three weeks. It’s 
been great exciting, a lot 
of fun. 

Davenport admitted that 
it had not been a match of 
super-quality tennis. 

"There are days like this 
when neither player is able 
to produce their best tennis. 

I admit that I didn't feel 
one hundred per cent 
wanning up and I wouldn’t 
have been surprised to lose. 
She has been playing so 
well." 

Against Spirlea, Hingis 
surged back after trailing 1- 
5 in the second set to sur- 
vive two set points in the 
16-point tie-break. 

Spirlea has taken only 
one set from the 18-year- 
old Swiss in their six 
encounters. 
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Lindsay Davenport of the U.S. reacts after 
Steffi Graf of Germany in their semifinal match at fife 
Chase Championships at Madison Square Gardra-ii 
New York. Davenport won 6 - 1 , 2 - 6 , 6-3 (AFP photo) 
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PHILADELPHIA 


Martin Short .. in 


SIMPLE WISH 


Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


Morgan Freeman .. in 


KISS THE GIRLS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10,30 


TEL!567742fl 


PLAZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDX AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


MURDER 1600 

Shows: 12-30. 3:30. 6:00, 8:15,10:30 


BODYGUARD 

Shows: 330, 530 
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GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN ”” 
www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 

^ — ■ ■ 

ABDOUN 

www. cns. com. jo/Calleria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 
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Sports 



Jordan 4th In World Military 
Taekwondo Championship 

AMMAN — - The Kingdom achieved 4th overall place 
at the World Military Taekwondo Championship after 
two players, Ibrahim Aqil and Mo hammad Nawwaf , , 
won the gold and bronze medals. Aqil took first place 
in'ihe heavyweight category, which included 1 1 coun- - 
tries, after he beat players from Cyprus, South Korea, ' 
and Germany. Nawwaf took 3rd place in the 67kg cat- 
egory, which grouped 10 countries, after he beat a - 
Russian player, but was later defeated by a South 
Korean player and settled for bronze. Aqil and team- 
mate Mohammad Falah will today leave for China to . 
join the national team which is currently holding a. 
training camp in preparation for the Asian Games 
which will be held in Bangkok Dec. 6-20. 

Top boxers to leave for Tunisia 

AMMAN — The Jordan Boxing Federation’s recom- 
mendations to allow three players to hold a training 
camp in Tunisia has been approved by the Technical 
Committee of the Jordan Olympic Committee. 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh, Ayman Nadi and Basel 
Hindawi will hold the camp as part of the federation's 
preparations for the Asian Games, which will start in 
Bangkok Dec. 6. Meanwhile the Jordan Sw immin g < 
Federation’s request to include water polo among the 
events of the next summer's Pan- Arab Games was 
refused by the committee. 

Wihdat close to volleyball title 

AMMAN — Shabab A1 Hussein's volleyball team • 
Monday meets A1 Awdah for a shot at second place of ' 
1998 Jordan Volleyball Championship. A1 Wihdat 
team moved closer to the championship’s title after 
defeating A! Kanuel 3-0. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib , 


Lithuanian swimmer gets 4-year ban 

VJLNIUS(AFP) — Lithuanian swimmer Giedrius 
Rafanayicius has been banned for four years after failin g 
a ding test, the Lithuanian federation revealed on 
Saturday. Rafanavicius, 21, failed a dope test taken on 
June 25 at the Lithuanian Games in Vilnius. The 
Lithuanian swimming federation initially banned him for 
one year but the sport’s international ruling body FINA 
later increased the ban. Rafanavicius is the second high- 
profile Lithuanian athlete to pick up a doping ban after 
1992 Olympic discus champion Rimas Ubartas was 
banned for four years in 1993. 


Jordanians head foreign 
entries in Dubai Rally 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will spearhead the foreign 
legion’s assault on the Dubai 
Internationa] Rally next 
week, with five cars looking 
to make a big impact on the 
final round of the 1998 FIA 
Middle East Rally 
Championship, a statement 
from the rally’s organisers in 
Dubai said Sunday. 

The Jordan contingent, 
which is one of the largest 
ever to leave the Hashemite 
Kingdom for a rally outside 
the country, adds to the inter- 
national flavour of an event 
giving a big climax to this 
year's Middle East motor 
sport season on December 3- 
4. 

With its own intemdonal 
rally firmly established as 
one of the favourites among 
drivers in the Middle EAst 
series, Jordan is a hotbed of 
motor sport activity, and 
Jordanian drivers are 
attempting to have a bigger 
say in the regional champi- 
onship. 

Heading the Jordanian 
charge in Dubai is 1997 
national champion 

Mohammad A1 Daoud. 
whose co-driver, Khaled 
Zakaria, is a two-time win- 
ner of the national co-dri- 
vers’ title. 

“I don’t remember this 
many cars heading to a rally 
outside Jordan before," said 


Zakaria. "It’s a good rally for 
us to take part in because we 
can leave our cars in the 
UAE for the Abu Dhabi 
event early next year. It cuts 
down on shipping costs." 

Held under the patronage 
of Sheikh Ahmad Ben Saeed 
AI Maktoum, President of 
Dubai Civil Aviation 
Department, the Dubai 
International Rally is organ- 
ised by the Automobile and 
Touring Club of the UAE, 
the national motor sport 
authority. 

With the rally headquarters 
located at the Al Bus urn 
Rotana Hotel, Dubai Ports 
Authority and Jebel Ali Free 
Zone are the official spon- 
sors, with Danka Kodak offi- 
cial suppliers of photo- 
copiers, and Emirates com- 
puters official suppliers of 
computers. Ghazal Al Wadi 
Towing Services (GTS) also 
provides vital support. 

Zakaria, who drives a 
Group N Mitsubishi 
Evolution 3 in Dubai, says 
motor sport in general is 
hugely popular in Jordan, 
with karting introduced to its 
notional sporting calendar 
this year, attracting over 50 
entrants. 

"There was a real popular- 
ity boom in the 1980s and it 
has continued steadily from 
there," said Zakaria. 
"There’s been tunes when 


35 cars have entered for the 
national rallies and up to 60 
for the international rally.” 

Driving another Group N 
Mitsubishi is 1995 national 
champion. Basher Bustami, 
while Faris Bustami and Lee 
Dunn enter Group N Toyota 
Celicas and Am mar Haddad 
contests the production class 
in a Ford Cosworth. 

Despite only limited suc- 
cess this season, next year 
could see the Jordanians 
mount a serious Middle East 
challenge, as a number of 
new sponsorship deals are 
expected to lead to a 
stronger Jordanian presence 
throughout the regional 
series. • 

"Most of our drivers enter 
the Jordan rally and one or 
two outside of the country,, 
but next season you will 
probably see us enter a lot 
more rounds,” said Zakaria. 

The Jor danian s hope to 
break the 1998 Group N 
domination by Aussie Ron 
C remen and the UAE’s 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Faisal 
Al Qassimi, as the rally, 
heads for a title showdown 
between the two. 

The rally has 16 special 
stages accounting for 292 
kilometres, just below the 
300-kilometres maximum 
set for the championship by 
the FLA, motor sport's world 
governing body. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Makinen out of Great Britain rally 

CHELTENHAM (AFP) — Tommi Makinen saw his 
hopes of winning his third world title in a row wrecked 
when he was forced out of the Rally of Great Britain on 
Sunday after losing a wheel. The Finnish driver’s exit 
from the final event of the season was announced by his 
Mitsubishi team. It leaves the way open for Spaniard 
Carlos Sainz, Makinen’s only rival for the title, to become 
world champion if he can finish in the first four places. 
Makinen was forced out of the fifth special stage of the 
opening day, his team said. 

Sheffield win match, lose boss 

LONDON (AFP) — Sheffield United won their English 
first division encounter with Queen's Park Rangers on 
Saturday but lost assistant manager John Deehan, who , 
was arrested and spent the second-half in a police station. , 
The 41 -year-old Deehan, who had been warned to remain 
in his dug-out by a female police officer, was arrested for 
swearing and aggressive behaviour when Sheffield United, 
player Petr Katehouro was sent off. 

Double injury blow for Arsenal 

LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal were hit by a double injury 
blow in Saturday’s 1-0 English Premiership defeat at 
Wimbledon ahead of next week's crucial Champions' 
League tie against French club Lens. Midfielder Patrick 
Vieira was immediately ruled out of the game at Wembley 
on Wednesday and striker Dennis Bergkamp is rated 
doubtful. Boss Arsene Wenger conceded that French star 
Vieira could be missing for another three weeks with a 
hamstring problem. Wenger, already without Emmanuel 
Petit through suspension and the ineligible Patrik 
Ljungberg, admitted: **I don’t know what I will do. I will 
have to see how the injuries are and think about it" 
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Russian volleyball player Stanislav Dineikine (L) spikes a ball while Ukraine Igor 
Popov (2) attempts to block during their quarter-final round of the Men’s 
Volleybali World Championships in Makuhari. Russia beat Ukraine by 17-15, 15- 
6, 15-6 (AFP photo) 
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Join ana Salti (#10) goes up for a layup during Jordan’s match against Indoneisa at 
the Asian Championship in Shizooka, Japan (file photo) 

Jumana Salti leads 
Cornell University team 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — One of the Kingdom’s leading 
basketball players is now m akin g a name 
for herself in the United States being iden- 
tified as Jumana Salti of Amman, Jordan. 

Salti, the star centre of the Kingdom’s 
national women’s team and Al JazLreh Cub, 
is now on the lineup of her college team at 
Cornell University where she is leading her 
team in the NCAA championship. 

A transfer from Brigham Young 
University Provo, Utah, Salti is leading 
Cornell’s team in scoring and rebounding. 

She scored 19 points and a game-high 13 
rebounds in Cornell’s season-opening win. 
Salti also had team-highs of 14 points and 8 
rebounds while hitting seven of her nine 
shots form the floor in another game. 

She also tallied 21 points and 17 rebounds 
to lead Cornell to a 64-48 win over the New 
York Gazelles 

“She is a strong rebounder and excellent 
finisher around the basket, and is also a very 
active defender with the potential to be a 
top notch shot blocking presence in the 
paint this season,” said a Cornell statement 

Majoring in applied economics and busi- 
ness management, the 22-year-old Salti 
started playing in the United States after 
getting a scholarship at BYU in 1995. There 
Salti proved \ herself worth’/' of Mhe r< titte 
“original Jordan* as she was dubbWf&y ffft 
local press (in reference to basketball great- 


Michael Jordan). 

Salti who played for Al Jazireh where she 
led her team to the Kingdom’s champi- 
onship in 1993, 1995 and 1996. 

Before leaving to pursue her studies in the 
U.S., where was also a key player of the 
Kingdom’s'nationa] team. 

Salti took part in the Asian Championship 
in Shizouka, Japan in 1995 where she was 
chosen among the top five players and was 
named to the Asian Dream Team being 
Jordan’s top score.and rebounder. 

She also led the Jordan at the Beirut Pan- 
Arab Games in 1997. 

Salti joined her team in Amman this sum- 
mer where she trained for the local champi- 
onship which was postponed and then can- 
celled. The national team’s training has also 
been on hold since the team returned from 
the Pan-Arab Games. 

The Kingdom’s national team made histo- 
ry when they were regrouped after a 12- 
year absence to become the only Arab team 
at the 1995 Asian Championship. The 
junior team also took part in the Asian 
Championship in Bangkok in 1996. 
However, both national teams have not been 
regrouped since thes althougbthe next-Pan- 
Arab'Games in Am man are less ^than a year - 
away. • • : 


Injuries and war cannot keep 
upstarts from ski podium 


PARK CITY (AFP) —Two 
veterans recovering from 
injuries and a 16-year-old 
Croatian whose training was 
hampered by War outclassed 
the favourites Saturday in 
the women’s alpine- ski 
World Cup slalom opener. 

Slovenia’s Urska Hrovat 
took her fifth World Cup vic- 
tory in lmin 36.91 secs — 
3 8/1 00th s of a second ahead 
of Austria’s Sabine Egger. 
Croatian teenage surprise 
Janica Kostelic was third in 
1:37.60. 

‘It was a great victory for 
me,’’ Hrovat said. “It will 
make me much more confi- 
dent and powerful. I will 
have more motivation for 
training." 


Hrovat missed two months 
of summer training with a 
swollen knee after two , 
screws were removed from a ■ 
prior operation. Egger had 
back * surgery in April, 
.missed most of the summer 
and had to alter her tech- 
. nique. 

Kostelic has had to over- 
come lack of funds and facil- 
ities in her homeland as well 
as growing up with the 
Bosnian-Scrb-Croat warfare. 

“I don’t want to mention 
that I don’t like Yugoslavia,” 


• Kostelic said. "1 worked 
hard to get where I am. It 
was just training and hoping 
to get better.” 

Hrovat, last season’s World 
Cup finals winner, led after a 
first run of 49.67 secs, 1.1 
seconds ahead of Nagano 
Olympic bronze medallist 
and defending champion 
Zali Steggall of Australia. 

The 24-year-old Slovenian 
completed the final descent 
in 47-24secs for the victory 
while many of her nearest 
rivals faded. 


FOR SALE 


Toyota Prado 1998, full options, standard 
transmission, 20,000 kms. price: $19,000." 

Please contact Ramzi between 
16:00-20:00 for 3 days at 079/570127 


French Lessons 


If you need a private tutor for French 
language please call this number, 

Tel.: 079/597607 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 

Ground floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, salon, 
3 bathrooms, American style kitchen, satellite, garage, 
small garden. New furniture. Overlooking the Chines 
Embassy, Al Rabieh. 

5827995, 5529640 


CAR FOR SALE 

Ford Taurus 1988,. full automatic, one owner, 65,000 
km mileage, in excellent condition. Duty Unpaid 
Tel.: 46401 02 from 9:00 a.m. -1 :00 p.m. 
5666064 from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Mobile: 079/564435 


Italy ready 
for Davis 
Cup 

MILAN (AFP) — Italy’s 
Davis Cup squad were in 
buoyant mood as they 
arrived here on Sunday to 
prepare for next month's 
final against Sweden. 

Captain Paolo Bertolucci 
will be putting his team — 
Andrea Gaudenzi, Diego 
Nargiso, Gianluca Pozzi 
and Davide Sanguinetti — 
through their paces from 
Mondav onwards. 



OPPORTUNITY FOR INVESTORS, 
LAWYERS OR INTL COMPANIES 

6-floor office building with 5-star finishing. 

Top location within walking distance to the Central 
Court, Abdali Bus Station, King Abdullah Mosque. 

Building consisting oh 

4-floor offices (each floor 4 offices with a total of 300 
sq.m.) 

1 floor parking 
1 floor storage 


If interested call: 

Mobile: 079-538849 or Fax: 5694661 


^ JOB OPPORTUNITY V 

A Diplomatic Mission in Jordan wishes to employ Jordanian citizens 
for two vacant positions ;- 

1- Assistant to the Cultural Counsellor . 

2- Secratary ■ 

QUALIFICATIONS > 

/-A University Degree ( in Administration , English Literature or any relevant subjects ). 

2- Computet Literate < Internet and E-Maii ). 

3- Good Command of written and spoken English . , 

■ 4- Previous experience in the same field is preferred . 

Kindly send your C. V. and a recent photograph no later than December 20th, 1998 to 


P.O.Box: 950866 Amman // 195 Jordan 
Addressed to the Administration Officer 


DO YOU WANT A SMALL FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR ANNUAL RENT? 

130 sq.m., ground floor, near Gardens Street, in front of 
New Holiday Inn Hotel, Al-Madinah Al Munnawarah Street 
For more information call 5058200 or 5065464 
after 3:00 p.m. 




FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, bathrooms, ' 
central heating, telephone line... 

Location: Urn Al Summak, AJ Madina Road. 

For more informa tion, please call: 4639565' 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
. NEVER BEENLfVED-IN BEFORE 

Outet location near Safeway, behind Al Uteibi Gas Station, near 
U.N. building. Ground floor. Cgnsists of 3 bedrooms, living room. 
L-shaped salon and a small garden.- 
• Please call Tel: 5922257, 5672382 or Mobile: 079/599029 
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Iraqi opposition meeting opens 


LONDON (R) — Britain w01 
on Monday try to persuade 
members of fraj’s fragmented 
opposition to work together 
and help create a credible 
democratic alternative bo 
President Saddam Hussein. 

But there seems Hole chance 
that the multitude of groups 
will suddenly agree to settle 
their deferences at the meeting 
with junior Foreign Officer 
Minister Derek Fatcbett. 

‘It will be no quick fix. The 
groups are fragmented but you 
shouldn't go too far in writing 
diem off. Let's see what hap- 
pens," a British official said. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said last week that Britain 
would weak together with the 
United States to strengthen die 
opposition groups and improve 
the chances of removing 
Saddam 

He exiled opposition 
includes some very diverse 
religious and ethnic groups 
with a healthy appetite for 

infighting 

“The idea that Western policy 
is now centred on having 
Saddam driven from power by 
this rag-bag of opposition 
would be alarming if it were 
not so comical," said die Daily 
Telegraph newspaper: 

“Here's no great hope these 
people will come together. 
There’s a lot of grasping at 
straws going on," said the 
Middle East expert at (me 
Western embassy. 

Although few diplomats and 


analysts take the exiled opposi- 
tion seriously, some said the 
aim of Monday's talks might 
be to put psychological pres- 
sure on Saddam. 

“Part of the game with 
Saddam is diplomacy and pub- 
lic relations, playing on his 
sense of paranoia. It may make 
him act little more foolishly,"' 
said Gerald Segal director of 
studies at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies' 

think-tank 

“Is it going to be effective in 
bringing down Saddam's 
downfall? No, but it might play 
a small role in a greater opera- 
tion. The person who replaces 
Saddam is 99 per cent likely to 
come from within his existing 
entourage," he said. 

U.S. President Bill (Hinton 
last month signed an act which 
permits Washington to spend 
$93 million on military aid for 
Saddam's democratic foes, 
although Britain has ruled out 
handing over large sums of 
money or arms at this stage. 

Dr. Hamid A1 Bayati of the 
Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq said 
be would tell Fatohett the West 
needed to switch its attention 
from weapons of mass destruc- 
tion to what he called Saddam’s 
brutal human rights record. 

“To prevenr Saddam from 
using tanks against our people 
in Iraq would be much better 
titan giving us money or 
weapons, which are of no use 
to us. People would think we 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli air raids on southern Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — Israeli warplanes carried out raids on 
Sunday against anti-Israeli guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon, Lebanese police said. No casualties were 
reported. Two fighter-bombers fired missiles at suspect- 
ed guerrilla hideouts across from Israeli army positions, 
police said. In Tel Aviv, an Israeli military spokesman 
said “our planes attacked enemy positions in the western 
sector of southern Lebanon and returned safely to base." 
The raid followed mortar attacks against five positions 
of the Israeli army and allied South Lebanon Army in 
southern Lebanon. The attacks did not cause any casual- 
ties. 

Iranian opposition leader assassinated 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian opposition leader and his 
wife were assassinated at their borne in the Iranian cap- 
ital Sunday, state television reported. Daryousb Fonihar, 
a former labour minister, and his wife, Parvaneb, were 
killed in their house in eastern Tehran by unknown 
assailants. Police have launched a manhunt for their 
killers. Police headquarters told the official news agency 
IRNA that a close aide of Foruhar said he and his wife 
were stabbed to death at their home. Police said they 
were still looking for a motive for the killing. 

Iran gives green light to policewomen 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s parliament approved a draft 
law Sunday allowing for the recruitment of women to 
the police force, “as long as they respect Islamic criteria 
including dress codes and gender segregation." Since the 
1979 Islamic revolution, the police has restricted women 
employees to clerical positions, although there were 
female officers under the shah’s regime. According to 
the bill, which was approved at a parliamentary session 
broadcast live pn state radio, the new officers will be 
trained to become driving test examiners, to cany out 
body searches on women, deliver passports and enforce 
Islamic dress and public moral codes in cities. 

'Kidnap’ victims in fact taken by police 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The alleged “kidnapping" last 
week of four employees of the Libyan cultural centre in 
Khartoum was Sunday revealed to be the work of 
Sudan's secret police. Although the men. one of whom 
was armed with a Kalashnikov, who took the four from 
their office on Wednesday identified themselves as 
police officers, a police spokesman said later they were 
only posing as such and described the incident as a “kid- 
napping.” “Following a complaint by the Libyan centre 
the Sudanese police made efforts to find the kidnapped 
people and their abductors bur it rums our that they were 
summoned by the Sudanese secret police," police 
spokesman General Abdul Rah am Mokhtar told 
reporters on Sunday. The four were released Friday after 
unspecified questioning, he added. 

Three drown in a well in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — Three men drowned in a well in west- 
ern Yemen when they tried to remove a dead cat the A1 
Thawra newspaper reported Sunday. The owner of a 
well in the town of Hodeida on Thursday asked a man 
specialised in cleaning wells to remove a cat that had 
died in his well a week earlier, the paper said. The man 
took a rope to climb down the well but fainted from the 
stench and drowned, the paper said. It said his brother 
and another man followed him into the well and also 
drowned. A fourth went down to rescue the men but was 
also unable to climb hack up. He was saved when the 
police arrived and pulled him ouL The police also 
retrieved the bodies of the three men and the cat. 

Turkish woman gives birth over Austria 

VIENNA (AFP) — A young Turkish woman gave birth 
to a baby girl on Sunday on a flight from Turkey to 
Germany while the plane was over Austria, the Austrian 
news agency reported. Zelika Dogan. 18, went into 
labour on board the Air Alfa plane which bad taken off 
from Antalya en route for Stuttgart. Members of the 
crew and a mother of two helped her give birth. The 
plane, which had 250 passengers on board, made an 
emergency landing in Vienna before taking off again an 
hour and a half later for Stuttgart. An airport spokesman 
said mother and baby had been taken to hospital in the 
Austrian capital and were both doing fine. 


Talabani wants no part of 
plans to oust Saddam 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani said 
Sunday that he wanted nothing to do with U.S. plans to boost 
support for the Iraqi opposition in a bid to overthrow President 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We welcome any support for the cause of the 

Kurdish people but we will not take part in foreign plots” aimed 
at toppling the Iraqi government said the leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), one of the two main rival factions in 
northern Iraq. 

“We think that a chang e of gov ernme nt is a matter for the pro- 
gressive forces inside Iraq," said Talabani who arrived here on 
Nov. 11 on his first visit for two years. 

The other main Kurdish faction in northern Iraq, the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) led by MassudBarzam, has 
di s tanced itself from the Iraqi opposition since August 1996 
when it sought Baghdad’s support in its long-standing feud with 
the PUK. Tbe PUK leader has been holding talks with other 
Iraqi opposition leaders here as well as Syrian officials. 

Tbe Damascus representative of tbe main Shiite Muslim 
opposition umbrella group, tbe Supreme Assembly of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI), said Saturday that he had 
held two meetings with Talabani to discuss “different ideas about 
the political life of tbe nation after Saddam.” 

“We discussed tbe situation in Iraq and what measures to take 
in li ght of foe crisis between Baghdad and the United Nations 
over disarmamen t — and what could amount to a political vac- 
uum in the country." said Bayan Jabt 


were an opposition made in the 
United States," he said. 

Segal said foe policy of open- 
ly paying mote attention to the 
opposition groups could back- 
foe. 

“Tbe risk is tbai it will lead 
some to believe that Western 
policy has effectively changed 


and mig ht lead them to mount 
operations which would be dis- 
astrous,” he said. 

Saddam’s troops crushed a 
CIA-backed Iraqi opposition 
base in Knrdisb-held northern 
Iraq in 1996 in a major blow to 
Western attempts to unite 
Baghdad's foes. 


Turks burn Italian 
clothes, Fiat in anger 
over freeing of Ocalan 


ANKARA (AP) — Turks 
angered by Italy's release of a 
Kurdish rebel leader rallied by 
the thousands in front of the 
Italian Embassy on Sunday, 
part of aday of strident protests 
that had Turks burning Italian- 
made clothes and setting fire to 
afiaL 

■ Children stood waring the 
Turkish flag in the capital as 
scores of trucks drove past blar- 
ing their boms and bearing ban- . 
ners that declared: “An aid to 
trade with Italy." 

Hundreds of companies and 
business groups have 
announced a boycott of Italian 
goods, seeking to punish Italy 
for its refusal to extradite to 
Turkey rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, who came to Rome on 
Nov. 12 seeking asylum. 

On Friday, a Rome court 
rejected a Turkish arrest war- 
rant lor Ocalan, freeing him. 
The court cited Italian law for- 
bidding extradition of suspects 
to countries where they might 
face the death penalty. 

Turkey considers Ocalan tbe 
most ruthless of terrorists. 
Rebels of Iris Kurdish Labour 
Party, or PKK, have fought for 
Kurdish autonomy since 1984; 
dose to 37,000 have died 

“We are not angry at tbe 


Italian people, but we are very 
angry at the Italian primp, min- 
ister;'’ said Nesrim Hindi, one 
of tire thousands chanting 
before the embassy. 

Demonstrations took place 
throughout Turkey, with pro- 
testers burning Italian clothes 
and puppets of Ocalan. A car of 
the Italian .Fiat brand "-was 
burned in. foe western tpwn of 
Iznrit Jn Adana, protesters 
reportedly burned a picture of 
Italian Premier Massimo 
D'Alema. 

Although the week of 
protests has been peaceful 
Turkish politicians have called 
for calm, fearing the rallies may 
turn violent Signalling that 
Ihrkey would not tolerate any 
display of support for the 
rebels, police have detained 
more than 3,000 members of 
tbe pro-Kurdish Rrople's 
Democracy • Party since 
Ocalan 's anest Most have 
Hire been released their leader 
was arrested and charged with 
being a member of the PKK. 

Tbe Germany-based Kurdish 
News Agency reported Sunday 
that a member of the party was 
beaten to Thursday in 
police custody. Officials denied 
the allegations, which could not 
be independently verified 


Palestinian opposition group 
hails Arafat over withdrawal 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
Palestinian Islamist group 
opposed to the Wye River 
peace accord with the 
Israelis nevertheless con- 
gratulated Palestinian 
President Yasser. Arafat 
■ Sunday for securing a par- 
tial IsraeU troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank. 

“We congratulate you as 
well as the Palestinian peo- 
ple on the occasion of the 
retreat of the Zionist occu- 
piers from a precious part of 
our homeland," the- Islamic 
Salvation Party said in a let- 

Americans 

visiting 

Iran 

under fire 

TEHRAN (AFP.) — A 
group of Islamist hardliners 
attacked a car carrying a 
group of Americans visiting 
Iran on Saturday, a newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

Kayhan daily said a group 
of people chanting “Death 
to America'’ assaulted the 
vehicle near the Esteqlal 
hotel in northern Tehran, 
where the Americans had 
been staying. 

They broke the windows 
of the car, but none of the 
occupants were hurt. 

Kayhan said a senior 
Iranian official later arrived 
at the hotel to apologise to 
the Americans and take 
them to lunch. 

The 13 Americans decid- 
ed to cut their trip short and 
left Tehran for Washington 
on Saturday night 

The visit by the 
Americans had stirred up a 
controversy in the Islamic 
republic, with conservative 
ppljtiqians-. -and- hardline 
nefyspapers accusing, them 
of; being spies disguised as 
tourists. 

In an article Sunday head- 
lined “What are America's 
Political Agents Doing in 
Tehran?" the fundamental- 
ist Jumhouri Islami said the 
group of Americans includ- 
ed several “senior CIA offi- 
cials.” 

Jumhouri and several 
other hardline newspapers 
accused the visitors of 
seeking to gather political 
information, while others 
said they were in Iran to 
explore investment oppor- 
tunities and bold talks with 
officials. 

Tbe daily charged that the 
foreign ministry had con- 
travened strict orders by 
Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
not to have official contact 
with the United States. 


ter to Arafat obtained by 
AFP. 

“Despite our position on 
the peace agreement, any 
Israeli evacuation from our 
territory takes us closer to 
our goalof a complete liber- 
ation and the establishment 
of a Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital,’’ 
said the group, which has 
close l inks to moderates 
within i the Islamic 
Resistance . Movement 
(Hamas). 

The Israeli army began its 
pullout from the West Bank 


on Friday and is due. to 
make two further with- 
drawals, in four and 12 
weeks respectively, as part 
of the Wye agreemen t . 

Hamas has asked human 
rights groups to pressure the 
Palestinian National 

Authority into releasing 
■from house arrest its spiritu- 
al leader. Sheikh' Ahmad 
Yassin, who is being 
de taine d as part of a crack- 
down on anti-Israeli vio- 
lence as called for by the 
.Wye accord. 


Egypt’s parliament 
ratifies Arab League 
anti-terrorism pact 


CAIRO. (AFP) — The 
Egyptian parliament on 
Sunday ratified a conven- 
tion adopted by the 22-: 
nation Arab League that 
calls for increased cooper- - 
ation in the fight against 
terrorism, parliamentary 
officials said. 

The document defines as 
terrorism “any act of vio- 
lence or threat of violence, 
no matter what the motiva- 
tion or objective, that aims 
to carry out a criminal act 
in order to provoke terror 
or endanger tbe life, free- 
dom and security of the 
population.'’ 

The convention was rati- 
fied by an overwhelming 
majority despite some bit- 
ter discussion over a clause 
in the document that makes 
a distinction between ter- 
rorism and - “political 
crimes." 

The clause explicitly 


defines six cases ; — attacks 
against presidents, vice 
presidents, kings, crown 
princes, minis ters of the 
signatory nations and any 
people such as diplomats 
and ambassadors under 
international protection — 
that cannot be excused as 
political crimes under any 
circumstances and must be 
classified as terrorist acts. 

• “The penal codes of Arab 
nations make no mention 
of the concept of a political 
crime, and it was unneces- 
sary to include this clause 
in the convention," said 
Fathi Srur, the parliamen- 
tary speaker. 

Zazariya Azmi, head of 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
cabinet, said it was regret- 
table that “aggression 
against members of parlia- 
ment was not included in 
the list” . . 


Turkish deputy PM expects 
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government to fail soon 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit said . on 
Sunday he expected to be 
out of office within three 
days, ousted by an opposi- 
tion censure motion. 

“This will be my last visit 
as a member of a govern- 
ment that will most proba- 
bly be leaving in three 
days’ time," he told 
.reporters during a trip to 
the breakaway enclave of 
northern Cyprus. 

Turkey's parliament on 
Wednesday votes on what 
is effectively a test of con- 
fidence in the minority 
coalition. ■ 

The parties proposing the 
censure motion account for 
far more than the 276 votes 
needed to topple the gov- 


ernment in the 550-seat 
assembly. 

Tbe motion follows alle- 
gations of high-level cor- 
ruption in Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz's govern- 
ment over the $600 million 
sell-off of a bank in August 

The government is also 
embroiled in a fierce row 
with Italy over Rome’s 
rejection of a Turkish anest 
warrant for Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

Ecevit was prime minis- 
ter in 1974 when Turkish 
troops invaded foe north of 
foe island in response to a 
Greek Cypriot coup backed 
by Athens. Turkey main- 
tains some 30,000 troops 
there and alone recognises 
tbe Turkish Cypriot state. 


Opera comes to Palestinian territory, wins ovation 


GAZA (R) — Not so many 
years ago. Palestinian children 
in Gaza were throwing stones 
at Israeli soldiers. 

On Saturday night, 28 of 
diem formed the chorus for an 
adaptation of Geoiges Bizet's 
Carmen and sang in French in 
the first performance of an 
opera on Palestinian-ruled soil 
“This was an act of pride. Our 
children were great,” said 
Jamal Salem. 29, who brought 
his wife- to foe packed premiere 
ai a cultural centre in Gaza. 

Many of the eight- to 10- 
year-olds in foe chorus, were 
from foe refugee camps of 
Gaza, a cauldron of unrest 
against Israeli occupation from 
1987 until Palestinian self-rule 
in 1994. 

The only violence on 
Saturday night was on stage 
when the gypsy beauty 
Carmen was stabbed by ho: 
policeman lover Don Jose in 
the climax to a torrid tale of 
passion, jealousy and honour 
set in Seville, Spain. 

Four French singers played 
the lead roles in foe opera, 
which won a standing ovation 
from 800 enthusiastic specta- 
tors. Some threw red carna- 
tions at foe singers. Others 
whistled and muttered under 
their breath when certain 
scenes failed to finish with a 
kiss. 

The show was called 


“CHmen-Pakstine” A 
Palestinian actor gnuiwt the 
audience through the plot with 
a narration in Arabic. ‘The 
romantic scenes were good It 
showed how much love was 
valuable to people. Carmen 
was very clever to enslave all 
tbe men and remain free her- 
self," said Shadi Al Agba, 20, 
who came with a group of 
friends. 

Palestinians who had seen 
foe opera before said some of 
foe more romantic scenes had 
been toned down to suit the 
conservative society of Gaza. 

“It was done in a conserva- 
tive way. Having seen this 
opera in Europe, I think it was 
all tight,” said Gaza Gty 
Mayor Awn Al Shawa. 

He said Gaza, which is beset 
by poverty and social depriva- 
tion, had been starved of such 
cultural activities for too long. 

“Culture in Palestine has 
been frozen due to continuous 
wars and fights against foe 
[Israeli] occupation. Now foal 
we are settled on a part of our 
land, it is time to reactivate our 
culture," be said 

Gaza and tbe West Bank 
have Utile in foe way of public 
entertainment There is only 
One cinema, in foe WestBank 
town of Ramallah, and no for- 
mal theatres except in Arab 

east Jenjsakm 

•■if our culture is- to prevail, 



Palestinian children make up a chorus in Georges Bizet's ‘Carmen’ performed late 
on Saturday in the Gaza Strip as they join French singer Nathalie Espallier playing 
Carmen and Patrice Perger. It was the first performance of an opera under the 
Palestinian National Authority. Tbe Palestinian children, aged eight to ten years old, 
sang in French (Reuters photo) 


we need more events like this. 
We need an exchange of cul- 
ture,” said Ahmad KhaiiL 17. 

‘ Carroea-Palestine was pro- 
duced with financial and other 
support from foe French gov- 
ernment cultural centre in 
Jerusalem and the United 


Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP). It will 
also be staged at Bir Zeit 
University in the West Bank 
and in Arab east Jerusalem. 

“We were anxious and a little 
bit afraid, but we were excited 
and we were happy with the 


Beaowri of foe people," said 
French singer Nathalie 
Espallier. who played foe role 
of Carmen. • 

Tt was a pleasure to ang 



isasymbol of liberty," she told 
Reuters after foe show. 


Naked attempt 
radio record 

WEIPA (AF>— .Organisers 
of foe annual Running of 
Bulls charity event are hop- 
ing for an entry into the 
Guinness Record Book — 

& live radio , interview 
Involving almost 200 nude 
men. The naked runners 
packed around a telephone 
booth for an interview 
Sunday with Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. after 
completing a number of 
laps of Curricular Way, 
2,350 kilometres northwest 
of the state capital of 
Brisbane. “We don't 
believe an interview like 
this has ever been done 
before, so we'll apply to 
foe Guinness book of 
records to get it officially 
recognised," said event 
founder Nigel Gould. 

Titanic 1 star Kate 
Winslet weds 

READING (API — Kate 
Winslet, star of the Oscar- 
winning movie Titanic," 
was married Sunday to 
assistant film director Jim 
Threapleton in a quiet cere- 
mony at her family's local 
church. About 150 guests, 
including actress Emma 
Thompson and actor Greg 
Wise, attended the after- 
noon wedding at All Saints’ 
Church in Reading, south- 
ern England. After foe half- 
hour service, foe 23-year- 
Old actress, in a white 
Edwardian-style gown, 
posed briefly for pho- 
tographs with her new hus- ‘ 
band, 25, who wore a suit 
with a dark frock coat. 

Would-be Santas 
too thin 

LONDON (R) — British 
stores are desperately 
seeking fat elderly actors 
to play Santa, in their 
Christmas grottos. 

“They’re too thin. You 
cannot just strap a cushion 
on them and hope to fool 
the kids," said a j 
spokesman for the 
Ministry of Fun entertain- 
ment agency, which sent of i 
a plea for plumper recruits. . ‘ 
“We just cannot find any 
suitable actors who are 
still, shall we say, on foe 
porky side. All foe appli- 
cants seem to live on sal- 
ads and look after their 
bodies.” 

Celebrities donate 
watches to charity 

GENEVA (AP) — Have , 
you ever dreamed of walk- 
ing around on foe arm of a 
hunky leading man or 1 a 
sleek supermodel? Here’s 
foe next best thing — a I 
chance to walk around j 
with a watch that’s been on } 
foe arm of a celebrity. * 
Seventy-five celebrities ^ 
have donated watches for u f 
New York auction to raise % 
money for charity, watch .. 
auctioneer Antiquorum 
announced Friday. All of 
foe money raised from foe 
Feb. 24 sale will go to 
charities nominated by foe j 
donors, whose 1 choices 
range from the Children of 
Chernobyl Foundation to 
foe Palm Beach School of 
Arts. 

Biometric security 
set to replace keys 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Once confmed to James' ^ 
Bond movies, “biometric” ' 
security devices that rely 
on personal characteristics \ 
— fingerprints, voices or 
faces . — may become foe 
keys and magnetic cards of 
tomorrow. “The, biometrics 
field as a whole is past the 
embryonic stage.”, said 
Christopher Tomes, chief 
of Veritel, one of scores of 
companies at foe Fall 
Comdex show here last 
week. “It's a real technolo- 
gy • and it works” | 
Intelligence services and £ 
companies that require I 
high security have retied on | 

biometrics for -some ; ?0 _| 
years. _But fois^fiitfoiltfc J 
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